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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

election of new chairperson; science and technology; and climate change feature at 8th Summit of the AFRICAN UNION

Addis Ababa - The 8th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union took place at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 29-30 January 2007. It was preceded by a meeting of the Permanent Representatives Committee from 22-24 and that of the Executive Council from 25 to 27 January.  

Of major importance was the election of the Chairperson of the Union to take over from President Denis Sassou Nguesso of Congo who had served his one-year term. This honor went to Ghana, which was appointed unanimously. Its president Mr. John Kufuor therefore became Chairperson of the Union for 2007. Ghana celebrates 50 years of independence this year.

The other agenda items included the themes of the Summit, i.e. Science, technology and Scientific Research for Development; and Climate Change in Africa; as well as other topics such as; adoption of the budget for 2007; Consideration of the Proposals for a Union Government; Appointment of the Panel of the Wise; and The Launch of 2007 as the International Year of African Football.

Science, Technology and Scientific Research for Development

Following up on the Extraordinary Conference of Ministers of Science and Technology held in 2006 and in order to promote Africa’s Research and Development, the Assembly strongly urged member states to allocate at least 1% of Gross Domestic product (GDP) to Research and Development by 2010. They also endorsed the need for South- South and North – South cooperation in science, technology and innovation. 

Climate Change in Africa

The Heads of States acknowledged the vulnerability of Africa’s socio economic and productive systems to climate change and to the continent’s low mitigation and response capacity. As a result they urged member states and Regional Economic Communities (RECS) in collaboration with the private sector, civil society and development partners, to integrate climate change considerations into development strategies and programmes at national and regional levels. They endorsed a plan entitled “Climate Information for Development Needs; An Action Plan for Africa”. 

Adoption of the budget for 2007

A budget of US$133 million was adopted for the AU for 2007. $97 million is to be assessed to member states and $36 million is earmarked for specific programmes secured from partners.

Consideration of the Proposals for a Union Government

On the issue of the Union government, the Heads of State devoted the next Summit of the AU to be held in Accra, Ghana from 1-3 July 2007, to the theme: “Grand Debate on the Union Government”. In preparation for this, all member countries were requested to carry out the necessary consultations within their countries. The Union government discussion is important because the ultimate objective of the AU is the political and economic integration of the continent, leading to the creation of the United States of Africa.

Appointment of the Panel of the Wise

The following people were appointed as members of the Panel of the Wise for a three year period: Miguel Trovoada - former President of Sao Tome and Principe; Salim Ahmed Salim- former Secretary General of the Organization of African Unity; Ahmed Ben Bella- former President of Algeria; Brigalia Bam- President of the Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa; and Elizabeth K Pognon - President of the Constitutional Court of Benin. The Panel of the Wise was established in order to support the efforts of the Peace and Security Council and those of the Chairperson of the Commission, particularly in the area of conflict prevention. 

The Launch of 2007 as the International Year of African Football
2007 was officially declared as the International Year of African Football at the AU Assembly on 29 January. The Assembly also mandated the Commission, in collaboration with member states, to develop a Programme of activities to mark the IYoAF, and to elaborate concrete activities in connection with the 2010 World Cup to be held in South Africa. It also congratulated the Confederation of African Football on its 50th anniversary.  

Issues of Peace and Security also occupied the Heads of State. In general, they were satisfied at the progress made in the search for peace in stability in Africa; for example the successful conclusion of the transition process in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), which ushered in a new political order; The signing of the cessation of Hostilities Agreement between the Government of Uganda and the Lord’s Resistance Army; The signing, on 14 October 2006, of a Peace Agreement between the Government of The Sudan and the Eastern Front; The signing on 7 September 2006, of a Comprehensive Ceasefire Agreement between the Government of Burundi and Palipehutu/FNL; and the pursuit of the transition process in Mauritania. 

They also expressed satisfaction at the progress made in the post-conflict reconstruction process in Liberia, Burundi and Sierra Leone.

Conflict areas, which commanded the leaders’ attention, were Somalia, Sudan, Cote D’Ivoire, Guinea and Comoros.

Gabon, Ethiopia, Algeria, Angola and Nigeria were elected as members of the Peace and Security Council for a three-year term.

For more details on the decisions and declarations of the 8th assembly of the AU, go to www.africa-union.org. 
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