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Light for the World is an Austrian development organisation providing services in support of blindness prevention and disability rehabilitation and works for the rights and interests of persons with disabilities living in developing countries. 

Light for the World welcomes this consultation process on the Africa Strategy. However, we regret the limitations of the process of consultation and share the concerns of the African Decade of Persons with Disabilities on this. In order to reach out to the poorest and most marginalised communities a one month online consultation, to shape the agenda, is not at all sufficient. Much more time is needed and a more diverse method of outreach to local and marginalised communities. 

The principles of the Africa-EU partnership should include:

-The principles of democracy and human rights which properly recognise the inherent nature, the universality and indivisibility of those rights for ALL persons.

-Principles of non-discrimination and equality for all - including persons with disabilities and other marginalised and discriminated groups. Principles of non-discrimination must include the principles of both direct and indirect discrimination. In the case of persons with disabilities in the poorest communities this means addressing the social barriers including the stigma and prejudice as well the breaking down of environmental barriers which perpetuate the exclusion and poverty in which persons with disabilities live and prevent persons with disabilities from moving freely in society.

-Mutual accountability – both the AU member states and the EU member states to adhere to principles of transparency and governance which determine effective use of public funds and effective public service delivery without - discrimination and in a way which reaches out to the most vulnerable of a country’s citizens. Transparency and effective delivery of public services lies at the very heart of proper governance.

-Local involvement and ownership: a local involvement which is fully inclusive and actively reaches out to the most marginalised in the community

-Civil society involvement – inclusive of all civil society organisations including organisations of persons with disabilities.

-Active support and capacity building of organisations representing the weakest and most marginalised groups of persons in society.

-The AU and the EU should considerably and dramatically increase support for basic social services, in particular for health and education – fundamental to achievement of the MDGs.

-The African Union and the European Union should directly address the issue of discrimination, the promotion of non-discrimination, inclusive development and the rights based approach to development as an essential means to reach the most marginalised and discriminated persons in developing countries.

