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Concept Paper on, a National Consultation on, ‘The European Union – African Union Strategy: A Youth Perspective.’
On June 13, 2007, a group of young people drawn from the ten Provinces of Cameroon will gather in Yaounde for a one day intensive brainstorming session on what they could do to enhance the European Union – African Union Cooperation Strategy. The EU – AU Strategy is the out come of the December 2005, European Union Summit that adopted the ‘EU Strategy for Africa,’ setting out guidelines for a new Europe – Africa partnership. This collaboration was then further strengthened by 6th EU – Africa Ministerial Troika meeting in Vienna on may 8, 2006, and the African Union Commission - European Union Commission meeting in Addis Ababa on October 2, 2006. These events have contributed to a growing consensus among European and African Leaders regarding issues of peace and security, and development. The emerging accord in evidence is based on notions of integration, solidarity, and cooperation. 
The framework for the EU-Africa relationship is fragmented for historical and geo-strategic reasons, characteristics which remain embedded in EU-Africa relations. Three frameworks for cooperation between the European Union and Africa, with various degrees of partnership, co-exist and have evolved according to the international and continental contexts:

· The Cotonou Partnership Agreement, which defines the various aspects of the relationship between African, Caribbean and Pacific countries and the European Union including the development cooperation, political and trade dimensions. The Cotonou Partnership Agreement followed the Yaoundé and then Lomé Conventions, which were historically determining Europe’s cooperation and trade framework with some of its former colonies.

· The former Barcelona process, creating the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, which has now been merged into the European Neighborhood Policy that defines Europe’s relationship with its neighbors among which Northern African countries. This framework reflects how Europe sees its priorities with its neighboring countries.

· The Trade and Development Cooperation Agreement with South Africa, which has now been complemented by an EU-South Africa Strategy, and entails the various dimensions of European relations with South Africa (Towards a Joint Africa – Europe Partnership Strategy ECDPM, 2006).
This process has been designed to culminate in the adoption of a Joint EU – AU Strategy at the Second EU – AU Summit, proposed by the Portuguese Government to be held in Lisbon in 2007. This Strategy will act as reference framework for Europe – Africa over the next decade.

In the mean time, the synergic relations between European and African Youth is also evolving, inspired by the emergence of strong links between the civil society of both continents. The establishment of political instrument such as the Africa Youth Charter is a strong indicator of these challenges – many of which have developed within the context of the World Program of Action for Youth, adopted by the UN in 1995, and of the 1998 Braga Youth Action Plan – working towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.
Equally, when thirty six youth representatives from Africa and Europe met in Almada – Portugal in July 2006 to attend the ‘Euro – Africa Training Course, ‘ hosted by the Council of Europe’s North South Centre, the issue of Euro – Africa youth relations was at the top of their agenda. In this regard, the events participants drew up a Declaration calling for the establishment of a permanent platform where African and European youths including youths from the Diaspora can meet on regular basis to discuss common concerns and proposed challenges faced by young people in both Africa and Europe, namely: HIV/AIDS and health, employment, education, and intercultural dialogue. The participants as such accepted to integrate and channel the existing dynamics towards the organisation of an Africa – Europe Youth Summit, which will coincide with the 2nd European Union – African Union Summit in 2007. In order to facilitate the development and implementation of the Declaration, and promote the Africa – Europe Youth Summit, the Almada participants later sent spokespeople to the Steering Group made up of representatives from Africa, Europe, and the Diaspora.

In Africa, this process spearheaded by INJEP, the governmental French Youth Institute, and its partners have led to the French – African Youth Forum project. This French – African Youth Forum offered its own contribution to the discussion elicited during the African Youth Forum meeting held prior to the December 2005 Youth Oriented ‘23rd Summit of Heads of State from France and Africa in Bamako.’

The Steering  Group met at the ‘7th University on Youth and Development’ in Mollina, Spain, from October 1 – 8, 2006, to update the Declaration and to make practical arrangements for the establishment of a permanent platform for Euro – African Youth interaction. This process depends on the participation of a greater number of actors (International institutions, governments, and youth organizations), given that only by including all the stakeholders from both Europe and Africa can a broad based and inclusive debate be ensured. In acknowledgement of this fact, and taking advantage of the University’s rich diversity of participants, the Steering Group met with numerous key youth actors throughout the week.

It is therefore on these basis that during the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), Fifth African Development Forum (ADF V), Held in Addis Ababa form November 16 – 18, 2006, when Ngalim Eugine Nyuydine , Executive Director of the Cameroon Youths and Students Forum for Peace (CAMYOSFOP), and Co – Founder of African Youth Forum for Peace (AYFP), met with Pablo Cameselle, UN Relations Coordinator and Global Youth Cooperation for European Youth Forum; and Jan Krutz, Bureau Member of the European Youth Forum, their brainstorming discussion centred on how through their various structures and as individuals they could forge ahead with the European Union  - Africa Union Strategy from the youth perspective.

In Cameroon, Youth Leaders like; Collette Ajomuzu, Executive Director of the Cameroon Association for the Protection and Education of the Child (CAPEC), that participated in the 2005 Europe – Africa Training in Portugal organised by the North – South Centre of the Council of Europe became involved in the Europe – Africa Youth Cooperation Process. Her experiences on the process will be very instrumental to the successful organisation of this National Consultation. Equally, the dynamism of Marie Tamoifo Nkom, Executive Secretary of Association Jeunesse Verte du Cameroun (AJVC), that brought her to the lime light as the Africa Youth Spokesperson for the 2005 Africa – Africa Bamako Summit, greatly exposed her to the process. She is presently charged with organising the Sub Regional Consultation. Her numerous contacts and working sessions with INJEP, is in no doubt going to be a plus in this Consultation

It is hoped that the holding of this National Youth Consultation will open wider perspectives for Africa – Europe Youth Cooperation and the forth coming Second European Union – African Union Heads of State Summit to be held in late 2007.
Brief Background of Organisers
Cameroon Youths and Students Forum for Peace (CAMYOSFOP)

CAMYOSFOP is an NGO founded on non – partisan and non – profit making basis. Created in 1999, with an official authorisation on October 10, 2001, its prime objective is that of educating youth, students and the public in general on their moral and traditional values. This education is done from the perspective of its ideology, which include: Fear of the Lord; Friendship; Harmony; and Amicable resolution of conflicts in fora . All the above mentioned, culminate in the promotion of human rights and conflict resolution, which are all prerequisites for a culture of peace.
CAMYOSFOP has gained reputation over the years through its actions and it’s Executive Director who was appointed in June 2004 as the UN Youth Spokesperson for the promotion of the Millennium Development Goals in Cameroon. In September 2006, he was appointed by a Presidential Decree as a member of the National Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms. Equally, in June 2005, its Public Relations Officer was appointed by the Ministry of Youth Affairs as the Deputy Youth Representative of the Commonwealth Youth Caucus for African Region.

In the mean time, in 2005, during the Second Pan African Youth Leadership Summit, held in Morocco, CAMYOSFOP was a laureate of the UN/King Mohammed VI Continental Award on Youth led Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related projects. Its project was on the campaign against the illicit proliferation and misuse of war toys, firecrackers, small arms and violent films within the youth milieu in Cameroon.

CAMYOSFOP has been involved in almost all processes of youth development both nationally and internationally. Some of these processes include: The National Youth Policy and the National Youth Council in Cameroon; the African Union ECOSSOC Process; the UNECA African Development Forum V; Continental and Global Youth Summits for the Millennium Development Goals; and the World Program of Action for Youths.
Cameroon Association for the Protection and Education of the Child (CAPEC)

Association Jeunesse Vert du Cameroun (AJCV)
African Youth Forum for Peace (AYFP)

The AYFP is the outcome of the efforts of the United Nations and the Global Peace Initiative of Women (GPIW) in mobilising African Youths around the themes of the MDGs, through the various Pan – African Youth Leadership Summits organised in Dakar – Senegal from June 27 – 30, 2004 and Ifrane – Morocco from August 18 – 23, 2005.

During the First Pan African Youth Leadership Summit held in Dakar – Senegal, the Cameroon Youths and Students Forum for Peace (CAMYOSFOP), under the leadership of Ngalim Eugine Nyuydine pioneered the creation of this network with the following Youth Leaders: Marie Tamoifo Nkom from Cameroon; Felicien Boussola from Central Africa Republic; Hauwa Umar from Nigeria; Angela Salvatory Damas from Tanzania; and Yohannes Mezgebe from Ethiopia.
AYFP seeks to:

· Mobilise and co-ordinate youth initiatives on the future of Africa;

· Promote the vision and goals of African Union;

· Provide training on leadership, conflict prevention, management and resolution;

· Play major roles in addressing and managing conflicts in Africa;

· Promote the attainment of international agendas such as: The MDGs; The World Program of Action for Youths; UN Program of Action against the Illicit Proliferation and Misuse of Small Arms; New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD) etc

Methodology for the Consultation

The consultation will include presentations by eminent Professors and personalities that are involved and have a wide knowledge on the European Union – African Union Strategy. This will be followed by testimonies by Youth Leaders that participated in fora related to the process. To give a wider dimension to the consultation, participants will be partitioned into groups to brainstorm on issues presented by the resource persons and some of the challenges affecting African Youths. These brainstorming will lead to Recommendations and a Declaration that will be presented in the plenary.
Issues for Discussion

1. The EU – AU Cooperation: Basis for Prosperity.

This presentation will be centred on how a greater political and economic cooperation between the EU – AU could lead to greater development in both continents. The presentation will focus on the need for the rapid putting in place and implementation of the EU – AU Strategy.

2. Youth Contribution to the African Union Process
This presentation will focus on the evolution of the Organization of Africa Unity (OAU), to the African Union (AU), and on the on going process that will lead to the Union Government, culminating to the United States of Africa by 2015. The contribution of the youth in the process will be from the perspective of the AU – Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC)

3. The African Youth Charter as the Basis for Youth Development in Africa

The presentation will centre on the importance of the Africa Youth Charter that was adopted by the African Heads of State during the 7th Ordinary Heads of State Summit held in Gambia, in July 2006. The presentation will also demonstrate, the solutions presented by the charter to African youths on: migration; education; peace and conflict; globalisation; inter-cultural dialogue, environment, participation in decision making and human rights and democracy.

4. Africa Youth in a Globalized World: Threat and Opportunities

The presentation will centre on the place of African youths in international agendas such as: the World Program of Action for Youth; the Millennium Development Goals ; New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD); Poverty Reduction Strategic Papers (PRSPs) and the implementation of the November 2006 ADF Declaration. The presentation will portray how through the above instruments African Youths stand to benefit and contribute to the development of their continent and globalize world in general. Equally, the presentation will also present the challenges that could be face by African Youths in their participation in the development of their continent and the globalized world in general
Program for the Consultation
9 – 9.45am. Opening Ceremony
9.45 10am. Break, informal discussions and photographs
10 – 12am. Presentations, followed by questions and answers

· The EU – AU Cooperation: Basis for Prosperity,  
· Youth Contribution to the African Union Process
· The African Youth Charter as Basis for Youth Development in Africa
· African Youth in a Globalized World: Threat and Opportunities. 
12 – 12.30pm. Testimonies by Youth Leaders that have been involved in the process

12.30 – 1pm. Refreshment
1 – 2pm. Brainstorming in workshops
2 – 3pm. Plenary and presentation of workshop reports
3 – 3.30pm. Presentation of Recommendations, Declaration and end of Consultation

 





 





 








