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Explanatory Note
This note serves to provide additional details about the Conference on Civil Society and the Joint EU-Africa Strategy that will take place in Bad Honnef on Monday 23 April and Tuesday 24 April 2007. It introduces the organising parties, describes the Conference’s context and purpose, and highlights the Conference programme’s main elements.
Organising parties

The conference is organised by the European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM) in cooperation with VENRO, the Association of German development NGOs. 
ECDPM (http://www.ecdpm.org) is an independent foundation that contributes to building effective political, economic and developmental relationships between African, Caribbean and Pacific countries and Europe. ECDPM has been asked by the African Union and the European Union to act as an independent facilitator of the public consultation towards a Joint EU-Africa Strategy (see below; see also 

http://www.europafrica.org). 
VENRO (http://www.venro.org) is an umbrella organisation of independent and church related NGOs working in the fields of development cooperation, emergency assistance, development education, and advocacy. Africa’s prospects are at the centre of the EU Presidency Project of VENRO (http://www.prospects-for-africa.de), initiated in order to enable African and European NGOs to critically and constructively accompany official presidency policy. 
Context and purpose
Leading up to the EU-Africa Summit in Lisbon that is expected to result in a Joint EU-Africa Strategy, AU and EU institutions are organising a broad-based public debate to generate ideas and suggestions from a large variety of state and non-state actors. The strategy should be one to which stakeholders on both continents can relate, contribute and support in their own work. 

As one of the first civil society events on this topic in Europe, this conference will bring together around 100 African and European civil society actors and AU and EU officials. The aim of the conference is to formulate clear expectations of a representative sample of key Civil Society Organisations vis-à-vis the EU and AU regarding the contents of the EU-Africa strategy and their role in it. A further aim of the conference is to identify common viewpoints and develop recommendations to the official negotiators, so that these can be taken into account in the deliberations of the EU-Africa Ministerial Troika Meeting that will take place on 15 May in order to adopt a first outline of the Joint Strategy.

Main elements of the programme

After a brief welcome and introduction to the conference during Session 1, representatives of African and European Civil Society Organisations will outline their expectations of the conference. Representatives of the German and Ghanaian Presidencies of the European and African Unions will comment on the progress of the official Joint Strategy negotiations. There will be ample time for discussion with the floor.
In order to allow for an efficient presentation of the participants’ main overall conclusions and recommendations towards the closing of the Conference, a limited number of “Conference rapporteurs” will be nominated in the morning of Day I.
The plenary discussion in Session 2 will address the general added value of the Joint Strategy. Assessing the present EU-Africa partnership, what are its perceived limitations? What are the major changes required in order to overcome these limitations most effectively? What should be the ‘shared vision’ between the EU and Africa that will form the core of the new partnership? ECDPM will present the outcomes of the internet-based public consultation during Session 2. These results will serve as a basis for discussion throughout the conference.
In parallel meetings during Session 3, several working groups will simultaneously discuss the role of Civil Society Organisations in the preparation and monitoring of the Joint Strategy and address the specific advantages that a Joint EU-Africa Strategy can offer to Civil Society Organisations, the private sector and local authorities. Where can these stakeholders make a difference, and what are to be their different roles and tasks within the Joint Strategy? Are there synergies? How to improve complementarity? A plenary discussion of the results will take place with the aid of rapporteurs from each of the groups.

During Session 4 in the morning of Day II, working groups are formed on the basis of four themes. Formed according to the participants’ preferences, each group will discuss one of the clusters in depth (again building on the issues that were raised through the internet consultation). The working groups will be facilitated by experts. Rapporteurs from each of the groups will then discuss the results during a plenary session.

During the concluding plenary Session 5 in the afternoon of Day II, the general outcomes of and follow-up to the Conference will be discussed. First, the Conference rapporteurs that were appointed on Day I will present their conclusions and recommendations. What should be the role of civil society in the implementation and monitoring of the EU-Africa strategy? What will be the follow-up of this seminar? These recommendations will be integrated in the consultation process, so that they can be taken into account in the deliberations of the EU-Africa Ministerial Troika Meeting on 15 May. Political leaders will then be asked to share their views on the outcomes of the Conference, the participation of Civil Society in the Joint Strategy, and the next steps in the process to Lisbon and beyond.
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