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Defenders of human rights defenders




The International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

EU-Africa Joint Strategy:

Human rights defenders deserve true protection

In the context of the public consultation on a joint EU-Africa Strategy, Front Line, the International Foundation for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, would like to draw the attention of the European and African decision-makers on the importance to protect human right defenders (HRDs) and to include their effective protection in the joint EU-Africa Strategy. Indeed, HRDs in Sub-Saharan Africa and in North Africa are playing an essential role to improve democracy, human rights and governance, to prevent and resolve ongoing conflicts and to fight against poverty in their countries. 

Despite the protection offered by the UN Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (known as the UN Declaration on HRDs), governments and, in some countries, armed groups continue to take repressive measures against HRDs because they denounce human rights violations. In 2006, new legislative restrictions against freedom of association, expression, information or assembly have been adopted in some countries. Many HRDs have been persecuted because of standing out against human rights violations. An increasing number of cases of judicial persecution, arrest, arbitrary detention, restriction of movement, have been reported. Many HRDs have faced death treats, harassment, intimidation and defamation campaigns and have been victims of attacks and inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment.

The European Union and the African Union should commit themselves to work for the protection of all human rights defenders, not only for those who work non violently for civil and political rights, but also for economic, social and cultural rights, e.g. access to water and education; better governance in management of natural resources, improved share of wealth, etc.

In accordance with the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders, which recognise the importance “to ensure the safety and protect the rights of human rights defenders”, and the Kigali Declaration, adopted during the first African Union (AU) Ministerial Conference on Human Rights in Africa on 8 May 2003, which recognises “the important role of (...) human rights defenders (...), in the promotion and protection of human rights in Africa,” and “ calls upon Member States and regional institutions to protect them”, Front Line calls on the European Union and the African Union to: 

1. Include the effective protection of human rights defenders as a priority in the joint EU-Africa Strategy, with a particular attention to the situation of women human right defenders; 

2. Support and strengthen the capacity of regional networks of human rights defenders in Africa;

3. Promote and strengthen, notably through technical and financial support, the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders in Africa of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights;

4. Encourage the integration of provisions of the UN Declaration on HRDs into national legislation;

5. Strengthen and support the newly established African Court as it can provide a crucial avenue for justice for HRDs;

6. Engage in dialogue with other relevant regional and international bodies such as the United Nations Human Rights Council on key issues related to a better protection of HRDs in Africa and worldwide.
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