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Expert-Level Meeting on the Joint AU- EU Strategy at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa
Addis Ababa 28 March, 2007 - On 23-24 March, experts from the European Union (EU) and the African Union (AU) met at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa to discuss the preparations of the Joint EU-Africa Strategy – a political pact between the two neighbouring continents, marking a new phase in the EU-Africa partnership, which will be adopted at the EU-Africa Summit in Lisbon in late 2007. 

The Joint Strategy will be prepared jointly by the EU and the AU in the course of 2007, with a first draft outline ready for the EU-Africa Ministerial Troika meeting in Brussels on 15 May. This is the first time that the EU and the AU have set out to develop a common political strategy of this kind and it is foreseen that the Joint Strategy will mark the beginning of a new phase in EU-Africa relations, characterised by equality, mutual respect and enhanced political cooperation on key political issues of mutual interest and mutual concern, including energy, global warning, and migration. In fact, already the process of preparing the Strategy has served to bring the two sides closer together and has helped stimulate open, constructive debate on a number of key political issues.

In the context of this two-day meeting, the two sides recalled issues discussed and the outcome of the recent successful AU-EU joint brainstorming meeting in Brussels, held on 19-23 February, 2007 and informed each other about consultations that have been taking place in recent weeks with EU Member States, AU Member States and civil society organisations and representatives in both Europe and Africa. It was noted that reactions from Member States and institutions on both sides so far have been positive and constructive and that there now is a need for continued close consultations in order to ensure wide engagement and coordinated positions. On the basis of the discussions in Addis, a preliminary draft outline was prepared by the two sides. 

In the coming weeks, two large civil society outreach events will be organised to inform the broader public about the preparations of the Joint Strategy and to collect ideas and input for the drafting process – one in Accra, Ghana, on 26-28 March and one in Bonn, Germany, on 23-24 April. In the context of the discussions of the state-of-play of the internet-based consultations (www.europafrica.org) and the civil society involvement, both sides agreed on the need for balanced input from Africa and Europe and for sufficient account to be taken of comments made in the further development of the Joint Strategy. It was also agreed that the consultation process, and the close contact with civil society forged during the work with the Joint Strategy, should continue during 2007 and beyond, serving as a platform of debate on the implementation of the Joint Strategy and the future of the EU-Africa partnership. 

