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Johannesburg Declaration: 

African-European ‘Youth Partnership for Development’ 

It is incumbent on us as socialist and social democrats to foster a strong partnership based on shared values and principles that form the basis of our common vision and agenda for young people in facing the challenges of today’s globalised world. 

Our partnership is not one that is just about today’s youth but should pave the way for a better world for future generations. We firmly believe that another world is possible!

Our Common Fight for Decent Work for Young People

Governments must strive to ensure concrete economic and social policy and measures that create the environment in which decent work for young people can be assured. In the formulation and implementation of polices related to decent work for young people we must take into account that: 

1. Young People must be part of the decision making process. As political youth organizations it is incumbent on us to ensure that we play a key role in lobbying for and formulating policy related to decent work. National Youth Councils /Commissions should remain independent from the government structure but must be strengthened so that they can be an interlocutor in involving young people in the policy formulation process. We need to encourage and empower young people in society to take an active role in evaluating the implementation of youth employment polices. It is essential that on specific issues related to youth employment policy that issue based youth networks be consulted. e.g. on education issues student organizations need to be involved. 

2. We must strive to make Social Dialogue a reality in all our countries as it should form the basis for policy formulation on employment policy and related social policies. 

3. We should ensure that the labour movement is not seen as a threat to economic stability but indeed can play a key role in economic growth. We should encourage greater social partnership between governments and the labour movement. In doing so will form greater social and economic cohesion at the regional, national and local levels. 

4. We must strengthen our ties and partnership with the labour movement at the regional and national level. Moreover, we need to ensure greater exchange of experience on the decent work challenge amongst young people in trade unions in Africa and Europe. We must strive to ensure that the labour movement itself recognizes that young people are an important component of their membership and should be encouraged and supported by our political youth organizations in organizing young people into the trade union movement, where they can fight for their rights as workers. 

5. We must establish the ‘truths about young people and decent work” with governments, the EU and AU. The truth is young people are greatly exploited by employers more than other categories of workers, young people get paid less, young people are denied their rights as workers. 

6. Employment policy must ensure that it addresses the key issues of the transition from school to work, it must assure that older workers are not displaced by the creation of employment of young people, the strengthening of social security measures are a vital element and issues of retrenchment of young people must be tackled. 

7. Ways in which to transform the informal economy into the formal economy must be sought so that all workers are protected under law and are free from exploitation. 

Through an AU-EU partnership we can establish similar problems with providing decent work for young people and a common approach to this challenge should be agreed upon. This should be done at the level of young organizations, government, civil society and the labour movement. This partnership must not only recognize core labour standards as a fundamental component of a joint strategy but they must be fully respected in the implementation process. We must have a common vision in meeting this challenge and poverty eradication, peace and security must form the basis for this common agenda. 

Together the AU and EU must ensure that policy space for discussing decent work and workers rights be created at the international level not only through the International Labour Organisation but in other process within the WTO, IMF, World Bank and other UN processes related to economic development e.g. Sustainable Development. 

Fighting for fundamental global workers rights 

The challenges of globalization have made international standards more relevant than ever. The most fundamental elements of the rule of law in a market economy such as respect for contracts and the recognition of title to property are often not available to wage workers, self-employed workers in the informal economy. It is evident that the respect of international labour standards is central to the attainment of decent work for all. Often the issue fundamental rights are neglected in the governance of the labour market. 

In fighting for global workers rights we need to ensure for young people that they have the right to a decent wage, are enabled to transition from school to work without problems, have access to free education, be free from exploitation especially child labour, forced labour and discrimination. We must ensure that freedom of association and right to assembly are allowed for the labour movement too so that the concerns and needs of workers can be voiced. 

In fighting for global workers rights we should strengthen the trade union movement in our countries so that they are able to protect the workers and provide education as a primary objective where we need to, to make sure that workers understand their rights. 

All governments and companies should respect universal Workers Rights at all levels, whether it be at the local, national, regional or international level. Governments and companies must be held accountable for any forms of exploitation of workers that occur. This should be done through the national legislative basis, International Labour Organisation and other international bodies. We must empower our trade union movement and work in cooperation with them to expose those who violate workers rights. 

Campaigning for the decent Work Agenda 

IUSY launched at the IUSY festival its campaign Rights@work and participate to the global alliance for decent work. Global Progressive Youth Forum is the relevant tool to strengthen our links with the labour movement and NGOs working on the fields. We should promote the development of GPYF and involve our member organizations in the process to build networks of progressive organizations at the national and regional levels.

The GPYF can play a role of lobbying towards regional and international organizations in order to promote decent work, especially for young people. 

IUSY should promote the involvement of our activists within trade unions. Socialist movement is strong together with the labour movement. Campaigns such as “workers months” where we promote unionization should be developed. 

IUSY also has a key role in the coordination of national campaigns and should promote the campaigns of the member organizations that can be examples for others. 

IUSY will organize an international action day for decent work where all member organizations will be invited to organize actions or debate related to the issues and taking into consideration their national context. IUSY will give an international visibility to these actions. 

Struggling for Peace and Reconciliation 

Human Rights are universal in nature and are not particular to just one context or situation. We cannot use cultural realities to excuse the abuses and violations of Human Rights. We must work towards ensuring Human Rights for all people in our regions by: 

1. Bringing dictators and those who violate Human rights to justice, there should be no granting of impunity-we need to frighten those who are dictators now and make people understand that Human Rights abuses will not go unpunished as justice must at all times prevail. In order to do so we must build a culture of justice, fairness and peace. 

2. Promoting Dialogue as a main tool of dealing with conflict and peace issues especially in post conflict reconciliation e.g. truth commission. 

3. Ensuring Solidarity: We must go beyond our own identities and create an alliance of civilizations based on the notion that ‘my humanity is linked with your humanity ‘. 

4. Empowering people in our own societies to understand that their rights are inherent and not merely granted by the state. We must empower people to become proactive in realising their rights. 

5. Ensuring that the European and African Nations have the political will to honor the UN principles around Human Rights and that their interventions should always be multilateral in nature order to protect their integrity. 

6. Ensuring that powerful advanced democracies do not get away with violating Human Rights. We must always be seen to be fair in addressing human rights violations and conflict situations at international, regional and national level. There should be no differential treatment of regions within the AU itself-Africans need to trust the African Union in their deliberations on these matters. 

7. European and Africans must label those who are violating human rights by speaking out about their concerns and condemning those violators of Human Rights when they occur. There is a complex web of protocols between governments, which prevents things being brought out into the open. But as youth organizations we must stand up against these aggressors and speak out for the people who are being oppressed and violated. We must look for joint strategies on this issue and we must continue the fight for Human Rights. 

In evoking the partnership for development it is crucial that we look critically at the problems of our states together in an open and frank manner. Direct Intervention by other states, EU or AU must be a last resort. Throughout the partnership the EU must allow for the AU to deal with its own conflict issues. AU should ensure that they brief and update the EU on the facts and the progress of conflict situations in the African region on a regular basis. Only on the basis of invitation from the AU and request for assistance in conflict issues should the EU intervene. However within the partnership concerns and critics must be raised in an open way through dialogue between the regions. 

Throughout the partnership at the AU and EU level in our regions we must encourage our regional platforms to promote the respect for the diversity of people. 

We must call to account our states, the AU and EU when they implement double standards outside of the partnership. A partnership based on agreements on human rights and peace issues must be brought throughout the international institutions. EU foreign policy must not supersede the EU-AU partnership. EU countries should declare their political and economic interest before they intervene within African conflict situations. 

Within the AU a minimum qualification should be set for membership as states that violate human rights and are dictators cannot be committed to the binding principles of justice, fairness, equality and human dignity, which are foundational values of the AU. 

Sovereignty for many states has become a shield for aggressors of human rights to defend their nations. Sovereignty must be put aside and universal democratic principals must be applied and reinforced. 

We must ensure that in our regions that we strengthen and reinforce our partnership with civil society. Civil Society must play the role of ensuring that ‘checks and balances’ in peace building measures are in place and that the AU and EU are accountable for their actions. 

The AU-EU partnership must ensure dialogue at all levels so that regions and the people of them understand different perspectives and embrace diversity. The EU-AU Partnership must set forth an ambitious strategy to create a partnership between young people, which would allow greater dialogue and understanding amongst young people from both regions. 

The role of youth in the reconciliation process and in the on-going struggle for peace is crucial: 

· Youth progressive organizations should promote social justice and social issues at the core of their policies. Social issues are a key element in post-conflict situations. Social inclusion, especially for young people is a condition to maintain peace in the long-term.

· Networking is really important. Civil society and labour movement plays a key role in the reconciliation process. As youth political organizations, we must strengthen the link in order to promote a progressive culture of peace. We must support the emergence of civil society in Africa. 

· Networking is also important at the regional level between African activists. Capacity building and exchange of experiences are a key factor of success of on-going peace and reconciliation process. 

· Peace goes together with democracy. Youth has a key role in the democratization processes.  Also the responsibility of international community, especially EU, is to promote good governance and democracy and stop supporting false democracy and dictatorships all over the continent that destabilize the region. IUSY should promote also exchanges of good experiences and meetings between elected people at local and national level in Europe and Africa. 

· In order to reach a sustainable situation of peace, the real roots of the conflicts should be resolved. For this, it is necessary to understand what local populations believe and solving problems of local communities. 

· Youth should take an active part in the regional institution and should be consulted for the monitoring of reconciliation process. That’s why we consider a committee for youth within the African Union is a necessity and should be consulted on all the issues related to peace. 

· The promotion of the role of women in peace building is essential 

· As progressive forces we must ensure the promotion of disarmament and the eradication of the arms trade especially small arms. 

· We must ensure the demobilisation, disarmament and reintegration of those who have been child soldiers. 

Globalisation: Our Struggle for a fair and just solution for all  

In the last decades the world has undergone radical changes due to economic and regional integration particularly in Europe and Africa. We must now tackle together the negative impact of globalisation on our regions and work together to bring greater equity to the globalization process in order to ensure social justice for all. 

Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs):


We expressed our concerns over the current trade of negotiations, marked by an increased remoteness from the initial objective se in the Cotonou agreements, and the impact of EPAs on agriculture, food security, and the capacity to create jobs under decent work conditions.

· EPAs must be tools for development, as laid out in the legally binding Cotonou Partnership Agreement. In this light, the European commission should explore all alternative opportunities for ACP.

· The December 2007 deadline for the EPA negotiations 2007 is unrealistic. The European Commission must accept the request of the African regions for an extension of this deadline and must refrain from using time pressure to push ACP partners into agreements, which are detrimental to their development needs.

· In particular, specific measures should be proposed to counteract the negative effects of trade openness such as supply side constraints, trade diversification, rural development. 

· EU must let the African countries to decide the pace and the scope of the liberalization. African governments must be allowed the same flexibilities that European countries benefited from when they were developing

· Commitment for aid for trade, aid for trade must be increased in order to support developing countries to reap the benefits of increased market access by addressing supply side constraints such as lack of infrastructure.

Trade:

· EU must substantially reduce trade distorting domestic support for agriculture and eliminate all export subsidies that distort world prices and allow subsidised products to be sold for artificially low prices in developing countries. African Countries should take the path of agricultural industrialisation so that this sector can become an equal partner for that of Europe. 

· EU must open up markets to LDC and non LDC countries in Africa this should include for African products such as sugar, fruit, vegetables, textiles and footwear

· Conditions to benefit from trade: stop corruption (governance), improve quality of products

· More flexibility on WTO rules on reciprocity of trade agreements. 

Aid:

· European countries must increase their official development assistance in line with commitments made to spend 0.7 of GNI/ODA by 2015.  Thus far many EU countries are off track, these countries must commit themselves to an immediate scaling up to ensure that pledges are honoured and to ensure that there is adequate ODA to complement domestic resource allocation in order that African countries can meet the MDGs.  

· Many European countries include debt relief in their official development assistance figures, thereby ‘inflating their figures’.  Debt relief does not represent a transfer of any new resources from developed to developing countries and although vital, should not be included in ODA figures.  

· National and regional development policies must be democratically set by populations themselves and their respective governments should be accountable to them through democratic institutions and not by aid conditionality geared towards donors strategic interests

· Development strategies should take into account the development of countries’ ability to develop by themselves and then should focus on the development of educational skills, production potential, more than only achieving the primary needs of the population. 

· We need to improve the quality of aid to ensure it has a poverty reduction impact, not to serve the economic interests of the donors or the interests of a narrow section of society in African countries

Debt:

· Debt relief has allowed many countries to increase their expenditure on poverty reduction but many more countries are still in need of debt cancellation if they are to have any chance of achieving the MDGs

· For historical, but also economic and social reasons, we should promote immediate cancellation of odious debts and an extension of mechanisms of debt cancellation. 

· Debt relief should not be counted in the budget of aid. 

Health

· Fight against HIV-AIDS must be a priority of the African governments, not only a concern of the international community. 

Environmental Issues
· The struggle to cease the degradation of the environment and stop the process of global warming must become a political priority for all governments. We must promote an understanding that protecting the environment can go hand in hand with the development of our regions-together we must find ways in which to achieve this. 

· Our governments must address the energy crisis, which our regions are facing in the near future. We must find ways in which we can overcome this crisis which take into account environmental concerns 

· We must work together to ensure that international agreements pertaining to the environment e.g. Kyoto Protocol are fully respected and implemented. 

· Europe must acknowledge the ecological debt to the South based on the use of ecological space during the past century. 

· Europe must acknowledge and take responsibility for the destroyed non-renewable resources withdrawn during the past decades and colonialism. 

· Countries in Africa which are exposed to biological theft through patent agreements must be protected from such future thefts as well as being compensated by the companies benefiting on the biological elements. 

Migration 

Speaking about the mobility of people and progressive migration policies, the most important two aspects we have to take into consideration are all the different causes for migration of people and adoption of integration processes to the benefit of the migrants and of the receiving society. We must recommit our organisations and our societies to the concept of sustainable development and good governance in order to reduce the causes forcing people to migrate. The issue of sustainable development was repeated as the crucial point also for our conclusions concerning environmental policies.

Both the original and the receiving countries must participate in creating the concept of real and efficient integration of migrants into the society that is based on respect of human rights and human dignity in the first place. Forming of these agreements should include representatives of governments, civil society and grassroots equally. The principle of “false integration” that we can see on the example of some of the EU countries is leading to disrespect of human rights and dignities of migrants in some societies, including even putting them in physical danger.

Democratisation and Good Governance 

The lack of Good Governance and presence of weak democracies, military regimes and dictatorships, coupled with the growing level of corruption and lack of transparency hinders the democratization process and development of good governance. But more importantly the level of poverty, ongoing economic and social development and conflict are the greatest obstacles to the development of democracy. 

We must ensure that our democracies are based on the principles of equality, social justice and human rights. Social and Political rights should be guaranteed for all people in our regions. The freedom of assembly and association must be respected. No leader of government should be seen to be above the law. 

We must fight against all forms of political oppression. We condemn those who attempt to oppress civil society and political organizations that are working for democracy 

We must ensure that tools and resources are invested in to strengthen national and regional institutions in order to make them accountable to the people who elect them and whose country they govern. 

It is vital that we must support and encourage all countries that are on the path to democracy. We must strive to ensure active citizenship amongst the society so that democratic values are instilled amongst our societies. 

African people need to be involved in the African Union. We must look to empowering the African Union to bringing the purpose and values of a united Africa to the people of the region. The people of Africa need to know the benefits of being a member of the AU.

Agreements and standards created at the level African Union should be reflected at the national level in constitutions and legislation order to further regional integration. 

Our partnership between Africa and Europe is essential to the integration process, through the sharing of experiences and knowledge. The African Union must be enabled to have a strong foreign policy in order for it to be an equal partner in this process. 

Democracy and Good Governance can also be strengthened though governments give an equal and accountable political framework through which political party funding. This will bring fair play when it comes to campaigns for election all the parties can canvass for support even at the most rural areas.

We must fight together to create the environment in all our countries within which fair and free elections can take place. We should arrange joint election observation activities in both of our regions to monitor the progress of democracy and learn from our different experiences in election processes. 

We must prevail as young people through: 

1. Making youth realize that they are oppressed through the promotion of political involvement and education at school and university. 

2. Building strong political youth organizations grounded in political thinking. Our organizations should not just be rooted in offices but must be active on the ground and build a strong grassroots movement. 

3. Capacity building by sensitizing others through the promotion of success stories which provide a basis for giving political clarity to other young people, which will encourage others to become politically active. 

4. Equipping young political activists through the education of leadership skills so young people can articulate their needs and concerns to the whole society. 

5. Educating our membership at all levels on socialist /social democratic ideology.

6. Enabling our organizations to promote more progressive and alternative policy in our ‘mother parties’ when needed. 

7. Motivational programmes on internationalism and solidarity actions at local, national, regional and international level as an injury to one is an injury to all. 

8. Standing up in solidarity and voicing loudly our concerns about undemocratic practices and condemn political oppression, dictatorships and military powers. 

9. Working in partnership to strengthen our political youth organizations through bilateral co-operation, sharing of knowledge, experience and working methods in fighting for democracy. 

10. Ensuring the independence of our political youth organizations, which safeguards our role as the critical voice of our movement and allows us to keep our parties accountable and protect the fundamental principles and values of socialism/social democracy.

11. Creating greater partnerships with civil society and to ensure together greater participatory democracy.  

12. Our involvement as political youth organisations in our “mother parties” and being consulted on youth related issues by them.  

13. Promoting youth as a catalyst for change. In empowering young people we need to make greater efforts to instill political activism amongst young people and their participation in decision making bodies e.g. promotion of student unions, being members of trade unions. 

Continuing the Partnership for Development 

Under the auspices of IUSY, political youth organizations from the socialist and social democratic parties from Europe and Africa will continue its dialogue and co-operation through a bi-annual meeting to discuss joint strategies in fostering stronger policies and joint action on our common concerns and endeavour to bring greater international solidarity to our struggle for socialism/social democracy. 





*********************

This document was agreed upon in Johannesburg, South Africa following the IUSY Euro-African Dialogue, which took place on the 18-20 May 2007 and attended by the following: 

ANC YL, South Africa




J PAICV, Cape Verde

SSU, Sweden 





SPLM, Sudan

MDC, Zimbabwe




BNF YL, Botswana

SWAYOCO, Swaziland



Swaziland Solidarity Network, SSN

JP MPLA, Angola




Labour Party, U.K. 



Young Democrats, Uganda



CCM Y, Tanzania 

SG, Italy 

MJS, France

JUSOS, Germany 

AUF, Norway

J PSD, Benin

CPDS, Equatorial Guinea
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