Key points from the Thematic Working Group on Key Development Issues
Introduction and Methodology:

This workshop included a range of Civil Society Actors who were prepared to discuss and exchange ideas on ‘Key Development Issues’; but not mandated by their organizations to conclude with specific recommendations. The workshop methodology consisted of a brainstorming of key themes, followed by a two part structured discussion. It was agreed that during such a short session, it would not be possible to explore all the important themes in depth; therefore it would be essential to point out that further in-depth Civil Society debate on these key strategic issues is needed.

Members of the group made initial introductions during which they mentioned the key development issues they wished to discuss. At this point it became clear that the group were concerned with certain specific ‘key’ issues in development, but also in fundamental ideological principles underpinning development. This led to a decision to divide the discussions of the workshop into two parts:

· Part 1 would be a session discussing fundamental principles which underpin development which the whole group agreed with. It was felt that this discussion of principles was the most important section of the workshop. 

· Part 2 involved debate on specific key issues in development. These areas were defined as follows:

A. ODA quantity and quality and debt

B. Human and social development;  health and education for all; vulnerable or excluded groups; HIV and AIDs and the MDGs

C. Environmental sustainability, energy and climate change

D. Migration

E. Agriculture

Outputs of part 1

Fundamental principles:

The group was in agreement that the following principles need to be adhered to in the proposed Joint EU Africa Strategy (the Strategy), which should center on development. These principles are already enshrined in our current international commitments.

1. The neoliberal model of development should not be imposed on countries.

2. The strategy under discussion should be based on the African reality; poverty is still critical, we are far from reaching the MDGs.

3. Equality and in particular gender equality should be considered as cross-cutting in all areas of the Strategy. 

4. Development must be people-focused and pro-poor.

5. Human rights and the right to development should be central to our approach. This also cuts across areas of Governance and Peace and security.

6. The principle of justice is linked with a human rights approach ( - economic justice, environmental justice, trade, etc)

7. Commitments from the Paris declaration on Aid Effectiveness should be met; in particular ownership of national governments, local authorities, and civil society, including grass roots actors and organizations.

8. Human security is an essential prerequisite to development. This includes food security, physical security, and environmental security.

9. There needs to be policy space for African governments and for Civil Society to come to their own positions on the relationship between the EU and Africa.

10. Civil society and local government capacity needs to be reinforced in order to guarantee sustainable development.

Outputs from Part 2 - Key Development Issues

A. ODA quantity and quality and debt

B. Human and social development;  health and education for all; vulnerable or excluded groups; HIV and AIDs and the MDGs

C. Environmental sustainability, energy and climate change

D. Migration

E. Agriculture

It was felt that all these topics required additional in-depth reflection and shared positioning by a broader and more representative group of civil society. The following is an attempt to summarise the key points of the discussions held so far.

A 
ODA quantity and quality and debt

Debt

1. Debt, and debt cancellation must remain a key issue in political dialogue

2. Debt undermines all efforts African governments are making in the field of human development and the MDGs

3. An audit of current debt should be undertaken in order to clarify what present national debts are illegitimate

4. Debt cancellation is essential to development, but should not be counted as ODA

ODA

1. Design and delivery of ODA should include the most important stakeholders; it should be based on ownership by African States and people

2. European governments need to meet their current commitments to ODA quantity and quality

3. These commitments should be met through genuine aid- additional transfers of new resources from Europe to African countries

4. European countries should not inflate their ODA

5. The commitments of the Paris Declaration need to be applied; in particular with regard to ownership, alignment, mutual accountability and national scrutiny

6. With increased budget support, there is a need for increased scrutiny of aid especially within the recipient countries. In particular indicators for human and social development, for gender budgeting and for education and health should be established. Civil society capacity for scrutiny of budget support processes should be enforced. Otherwise there is the danger that basic social services such as education and health will be seriously under-resourced.

7. New innovative mechanisms for financing development should be committed to. This requires serious political will; the mechanisms are there, tried and tested. There must be an exploration of other mechanisms such as trust funds and carbon trading. However, these new mechanisms must be addition to the aid commitments that our governments have already made.

B
Human and social development; health and education for all; vulnerable or excluded groups; HIV and AIDs and the MDGs

1. This is considered to be a crucial area and most under threat by the neoliberal development model. The economic policy conditionalities imposed on poor countries by the IFIs and the wider donor community are acting as a serious barrier to effective investment in basic social services. 

2. High levels of debt also contribute to undermining African countries efforts to ensure that this area receives sufficient resources.

3. Education for all is crucial to the empowerment of all people. Without access to education, gender equality cannot be realized. Without attention to early childhood education and universal primary education, poverty cannot be addressed. In particular education for all must include specific effort to reach the children most often out of school- girl children, children with disabilities, children from poor communities.

4. Health for all is central to equality, and in particular gender equality. There needs to be significant investment in health systems, and support for African Government initiatives. 

5. HIV and AIDs undermines human development and therefore cuts across all areas of human development. Serious commitment to resource the fight against HIV/AIDS is needed to achieve the goals of universal access. 

6. Current international commitments on education for all and health for all need to be integrated in the Strategy.
7. In relation to all our work on human and social development it must be ensured that the rights of the most excluded or vulnerable groups in society are addressed; if development is to be pro-poor and people-focused; specific attention needs to be paid to ensure that the rights women, children, person with disabilities, the elderly are given prominence in the Strategy.

8. Human resources for health and education systems are in crisis. European governments must address their own role in contributing to the brain drain by recruiting health and education professionals from Africa

9. the right of access to basic social services needs to be incorporated into the EU Africa Strategy; privatization of social services often adversely affects the poor, and women. 

10. Sustainable decent employment must be recognized as essential prerequisite to development.
C
Environmental sustainability, energy and climate change

The discussion in this area covered two broad areas- Europe’s responsibilities and people and the environment.

Europe’s responsibilities
Europe, including States, investors and business actors needs to recognize its responsibility for

1. Climate change

2. trade in and use of natural resources

3. polluting industries

4. export of waste

Because of Europe’s responsibilities in these areas, a partnership between Europe and Africa needs to include

1. Additional funding for environmental adaptation (climate change adaptation to be funded from additional funds and not out of ODA).

2. Respect for international environmental agreements

People and the environment:

There needs to be transparent discussions regarding the use of natural resources, as well as participation and access to decision making by local authorities, civil society, and citizens, where natural resources are being sold off, or used unsustainably. These include fisheries, forest and water. This is a governance issue, and is crucially related to the principles of justice and civil society empowerment which should underpin development efforts.

There needs to be a systematic analysis of the relationship between: 

· environmental degradation, poverty, inequality, gender and health;
· environmental degradation and migration.
The results of such analysis need to be incorporated in the Strategy.

Poor communities are most affected by environmental degradation and women disproportionately bear the consequences. There is a silent crisis in access to energy resources- wood, oil and hydroelectric power are all under threat. Lack of access to energy will undermine all human development, including vital issues such as food security and health.

Protection of people and environments needs to be included in this strategy, in particular farmers, fishers and forestry workers.

D
Migration

1. Migration is a shared responsibility of Africa and Europe.

2. Civil society has not been adequately consulted on the issue of migration; further debate is needed on the following issues:

· Article 13 of the Cotonou agreement

· The concept of co-development

· Management of migration flows

· Integration of migrants into their recipient countries, whether in Europe or Africa

· Marginalization of migrants into their recipient countries, whether in Europe or Africa

· The relationship of migrants with their home countries/ countries of origin and the imperative to involve the Diaspora in development

· International treaties on the rights of migrants and on trafficking need to be ratified and incorporated into the Strategy.

3. Limiting migration should not be considered as either a condition for aid or as a development strategy.

E
Agriculture

African Governments need to meet their commitments in terms of support to the agricultural sector, which is crucial to human and social development, and food security.
� Co-development is a concept that aims to engage migrants in their host countries development cooperation, building on their experiences and contacts with their countries of origin.





