Key points from the Thematic Working Group on Peace and Security
· Principles

· Take a holistic view of development.
· Do not separate the thinking on development with peace and security.
· Human security doctrine to be the basis for AU EU relations.
· Capacity Building

· Capacity building should reinforce existing structures within the EU and AU with particular emphasis on civilian capabilities in peace and security. It is important that conflict prevention and peace building activities be carried out by professional permanent staff. This capacity building is applicable to both parties.

· Enhance the role of CSOs and other actors in conflict prevention and peace building. 

· Women to be involved in peace building initiatives.
· He role of the media is important in peace building and conflict.
· Funding Mechanism

· Need for predictable, flexible and easily accessible funds for African Civil Society in addition to development money there should be a separate support for peacekeeping.
· Conditionality and accountability are usually very cumbersome. They need to be relaxed.
· Funds for development not to be diverted to peace building. There should be a separate budget for peace building.
· Structure/ mechanism for conflict prevention and peace building

· On- going dialogue with civil society on peace and security is essential and specific structures and mechanisms should be enshrined in the strategy particularly with regard to early warning and early action.
· Peace and Security, based on principles of human security requires a holistic approach encompassing crisis management, long term peace- building, development, conflict prevention and governance.

· Coherent EU Policy 

· Institutional coherence.
· Provision of resource to address small arms and light weapons (SALW) and mines.
· Role of the private sector in conflict should be an object of focus.
· Conflict sensitive policies to be put place.
· The role of private military and security companies should not be overlooked

Ongoing dialogue with civil society on peace and security is essential and specific structures and mechanisms should be enshrined in the Strategy, particularly with regard to early warning and early action.
· Global Issues

· The role of climate change in potentially fuelling conflict should be considered.
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