Key points from the Thematic Working Group on Trade and Regional Integration
The group on trade and regional integration identified three crucial questions that need to be addressed in the Joint EU-Africa Strategy:

i) What can the Joint EU-Africa Strategy do to improve on trade and regional integration? 

ii) How is coherence ensured between the EU-Africa Strategy and other EU and African trade initiatives and policies?

iii) What are the clear obligations and commitments of both the EU and the AU in the implementation of the Joint Strategy?

From the discussions, the chair identified the following headings for the chapter on Trade and Regional integration and where the issues raised by participants to the working group could feature:

Core principles: interaction and values

· This chapter should establish the rationale of the value addition of the EU-Africa Joint Strategy on trade and regional integration and its intended effect. 

For instance, will it be another political document? Will it serve as a tool for coordinating the existing EU and African trade policies and regional integration strategies? Will it be a legally binding document (with a dispute settlement mechanism)? Will it have a programmatic outcome?

· It should be explicitly recognized that trade and regional integration are means towards the broader objective of development.

· The Joint Strategy should recognize the asymmetrical differences between Europe and Africa.

· The chapter on Trade and Regional integration should be clearly linked and integrated with other chapters of the Strategy (Key development issues, governance and security).

· Ownership should be ensured through civil society involvement.

Linking and integrating trade to development and other productive capacities issues.

· The Strategy should not only commit to create better market access for African producers but also to enhance the productive capacity of African countries.

· The role of SMEs, particularly the informal and the agricultural sector and small farmers, for development should be recognized and supported, and the conditions for their enterprise development improved with a view to ensuring a fair trading system.

Creation of a policy dialogue platform

· More generally, the EU should commit to consult/inform on all policies affecting Africa.

· The Strategy should serve to create a continuous dialogue platform between the EU and Africa to discuss sequencing of policies and new issues.

Commitment to the Abuja Treaty and the African vision for Africa

· The EU-Africa Joint Strategy should respect and support Africa’s own integration strategy, i.e through the Abuja Treaty Process. 

· Africa needs to develop its own Trade and Regional Integration Strategy and should be allowed to integrate first.

· The role of the AU in EPAs needs to be more clearly defined and visible.

· The role of the existing regional economic communities in the Strategy should be clearly defined.

Coherence of the AU/EU policies 

· The Joint Strategy should go beyond the fragmented policies towards and affecting the African continent and contribute to creating coherence and cohesion.

· The Strategy should in particular address EU agricultural policies and its effects on Africa, including its coherence with trade policies. 

Articulation of the trade negotiations agendas

· The strategy should serve to harmonize the EU trade agreements with Africa (EPAs, TDCA, MEDA) and should promote regional integration between North and Sub-Saharan Africa.

