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RESPONDING TO AFRICA’S SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT NEEDS

Africa’s wealth of natural resources has the potential to support economic development but overall the continent, particularly, sub-Saharan Africa is seeing a faster environmental degradation than any other region. Poor people rely most directly on these environmental resources , so they are the worst hit. Land degradation, desertification, biodiversity loss, deforestation, declining soil fertility, pollution, stresses on freshwater resources, declining fish stocks and the impacts of climate change are amongst the problems exacerbating poverty and human well-being of many African countries.  There is a growing weight of evidence that environmental degradation is a liability that will undermine or even reverse progress on achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  

The recent IPCC WGII Fourth Assessment Report confirms that Africa is one of the most vulnerable continents to climate variability and change, affecting agricultural productivity, food security, water availability, fisheries, coastal communities and increasing vulnerability to flood, drought and other natural disasters.  

The environment and natural resources are essential for sustainable human development whilst environmental degradation is a liability and drain on the national budget.  A very high proportion of Africa’s export earnings originate from primary commodities such as agricultural, mineral, marine and forest products. 

Transparency about the use and management of natural resources is essential at all levels to enable full participation of civil society, resource users, those impacted by resource used, and local communities in decision making and promote good environmental governance. 

The EU has an obligation to consider the impact of its policies and actions on the sustainable development of others bearing in mind that economic development and consumption in the European Union is dependent upon natural resources from other parts of the world, including some of the poorest countries  The EU has seven per cent of the world’s population but relies on 17 per cent of the world’s resources – a footprint double its own biological capacity. There is a need to reduce pressure on the world’s ecosystems and promote equity in the use of  the world’s resources. The long term costs of environmental degradation and the depletion of natural capital will impact us all but the poorest are the most vulnerable and often on the front line.  

For example, at the EU level, the European timber trade is currently a major beneficiary of illegal logging, involving major industrial operations moving hundreds of thousands of cubic metres of wood – of which as much as 28 per cent may have been extracted illegally. As the EU is one of the world’s biggest timber importers, it lies within the EU’s responsibility to ensure that this wood complies with certain standards for legality and sustainability.

For the entire African continent, fisheries represent one of the most important export commodities – in West Africa, fisheries generate over US$400 million annually. The collapse of commercial fish stocks is directly due to unsustainable exploitation by the world’s fishing fleets. In Senegal, where 30 per cent of the population directly or indirectly depends on fishing, the quantity of commercially-valued fish caught in its territorial waters has decreased by more than 80 per cent since the 1950s.  Again there is a responsibility to for the EU to consider its footprint and the sustainability of actions by its fishing fleets in distant waters. 

Water is a critical development issue impacting upon health, food security and productivity, empowerment of women, education of girls and the viability of energy.  Currently 14 countries in Africa are subject to water stress or water scarcity – by 2020, between 75 and 250 million people in Africa are projected to be affected due to the impacts of climate change.  In addition, there are 80 transboundary water resources to manage among its 53 countries. Freshwater resources have to be managed in an integrated way, taking into account all the needs of all users upstream and downstream. Total financial investment required to meet the 2025 African Water Vision targets has been put at about US$20 million per year.  

Therefore in order to respond to Africa’s sustainable development needs, WWF believes the joint EU-Africa Strategy should, at the very minimum:

· Address Europe’s footprint as a global consumer, trade partner, investor and donor to promote sustainable use and management of natural resources.  This includes the implementation and enhancement of its commitments on policy coherence for development. 

· Provide support to enhance the capacity of civil society and local communities to participate in decision-making over the use and management of natural resources and the environment and to identify their development objectives adapted to local needs.

· Promote genuine ownership of the programming of EC Development Cooperation Aid through opportunities for civil society in Africa to provide knowledge and participate in consultations,  during drafting processes and programme implementation.

· Ensure resources are available in order to match the scale of the problems.  For example, to provide support for transboundary approaches to the causes of environmental degradation, to support adaptation to the effects of climate change, or to address the obstacles to implementation of multilateral environmental agreements. 

WWF European Policy Office

Brussels, 3 May 2007 

[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image2.png]for a living planet®



