Joint contribution by 13 organisations working in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) and the response to HIV/AIDS
We welcome the European Commission’s decision to reassess and improve its strategy entitled “The EU and Africa: Towards a Strategic Partnership”. 

In order for the EU-Africa strategy to be meaningful, it needs to be inclusive, integrating the input of civil society from the North and particularly from the South. However, in the context of this new consultation we are skeptical that the format (on-line consultation), the limited number of very general questions on development issues and the short timeframe will allow for an inclusive or effective consultation that could lead up to a relevant/valid joint EU-Africa strategy. 

The undersigned organizations have consistently responded to on-line consultations organized by this Commission, but it is not clear how our input feeds into the consultation process, or what the Commission has done with the comments previously provided. We therefore hope that this time the consultation process will be taken seriously and that our input will be taken into consideration. 

It is equally important to provide information on how the Commission will effectively integrate comments of civil society in the final strategy and what the concrete steps in follow up of this consultation will be. Lack of meaningful consultation results in lack of ownership, a principle which this Commission has consistently said to be key to its partnership with Africa. Without a real consultation, this strategy will not be a ‘joint’ strategy, but an imposed one.

We sincerely hope that these concerns will be taken into account and we look forward to a meaningful and constructive cooperation.

Sincerely,

Marie Stopes International (MSI)
International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network (IPPF-EN)
Global Campaign for Microbicides (GCM)
Swedish Association for Sex Education (RFSU)
Austrian Organization for family Planning (ÖGF)
World Population Foundation (WPF)
InterAct Worldwide
Family Planning Association Portugal (APF)
Sex og Samfund
Väestöliitto,
Stop AIDS Alliance
Equilibres et Populations
German Foundation for World Population (DSW)

