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EU International Disability & Development Cooperation Task Group: contribution to the EU-Africa Strategy Consultation
The EU IDDC Task Group welcomes the opportunity to participate in this EU-Africa Strategy Consultation. However, we share the concerns expressed by many of the contributors about the limitations of the process which certainly is not designed in a way which can reach out to persons with disabilities in the local communities in Africa.
The EU IDDC Task Group would, therefore, support the call for an extension to the timeline of this consultation in order to give more possibilities for local participation from our partners in African countries.
We wish to draw attention, in particular, the new UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities which was adopted on 13 December 2006 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, and was opened for signature on 30 March 2007. There were 82 signatories to the Convention, 44 signatories to the Optional Protocol, and 1 ratification of the Convention. 

“This is the highest number of signatories in history to a UN Convention on its opening day. It is the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the 21st century and is the first human rights convention to be open for signature by regional integration organizations. It marks a “paradigm shift” in attitudes and approaches to persons with disabilities.”
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/conventioninfo.htm
-This Convention, is the first international instrument which gives explicit recognition to disability as a human rights issue.

-It is the first time, that an international human rights Treaty contains a stand alone provision on international cooperation (Article 32). This Article explicitly recognizes and seeks to promote and ensure that international cooperation actions and activities are inclusive of, and accessible to, persons with disabilities.
The International Cooperation Article 32 requires that all phases of the development programs (design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation) include a disability dimension to ensure that such programs are inclusive of all. The Article requires pro-active measures to be taken in support of capacity building, information sharing and training, by all States who sign up to the Convention as well as by international and regional organizations (such as donors) and by civil society organizations.
The EU-Africa Strategy has an obligation to recognize this International Cooperation Article and to incorporate the terms of Article and the wider Convention.
-Disability representatives from our partner countries in Africa recently attended the African Civil Society Forum Conference in Addis Ababa in March 2007. The local disability representatives are less accustomed to such large events and found the Conference intimidating and, therefore, found it difficult to make commentaries and to take the floor, in particular during Plenary Sessions.
In light of this fact, we ask that, as part of the EU-Africa Strategy Consultation, there must be a specific and targeted consultation event for persons with disabilities and their representative disability organisations to be held in Africa. This will ensure a more accommodating environment which will give DPOs and persons with disabilities from African countries the room to express themselves and make their views known.

[The International Disability and Development Consortium is a consortium of 19 international NGOs supporting disability and development work in over 100 countries globally. IDDC website: www.iddc.org.uk/
Within IDDC, the EU IDDC Task Group works to raise awareness of disability at EU level in respect to development cooperation policies and practices and to highlight the concerns disability and development NGOs have in this domain. 
The EU IDDC Task Group works to ensure EU development cooperation policies support and advance the interests of persons with disabilities living in the poorest communities as well as promote actions which reduce the high prevalence of disability existing in developing countries due to malnutrition, poor sanitation and poor access to health care of the poorest communities.]

