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INPUT FOR THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS ON A JOINT EU-AFRICA STRATEGY
The National Council of SPCAs, South Africa, accentuates the importance of including animal welfare as a pertinent issue to be incorporated as part of the EU-Africa Strategy.

In recent years animal welfare has mostly been put forward as a concern by the European Union (EU), the development of animal welfare standards has certainly accentuated there stance thereon. Similarly, this concern is shared increasingly by many people in South Africa, including our 92 member Societies and their constituent membership, and throughout the world.

In South Africa in particular we are encountering an increased demand for animal products acquired from higher animal welfare systems. There is a definite demand for higher welfare standards and systems to be implemented. The public are not only supportive of such initiatives but are also willing to pay premium prices as they have a genuine concern about animal welfare. They have also seen the correlation between good animal welfare and the importance of feeding people, the trade and for the future.

There is strong business rationale for encouraging good standards of animal welfare. There are real trade opportunities in EU markets for products from developing countries that are sustainably produced to good animal welfare standards. Indeed, such standards could give South Africa significant advantage over our competitors in export markets. 

A primary example in Africa is the Namibian beef industry’s quality assurance scheme, with its good welfare standards; it has a competitive advantage in accessing the EU market. Namibia also finds that meeting EU welfare standards facilitates access to other markets. The Namibian scheme has brought significant benefits to rural communities where farmers now have a predictable trade on which to build their livelihoods. The formation of this scheme in Namibia has most certainly not only produced access to the international trade but has uplifted and empowered the people, and could likewise in South Africa if implemented.

It is often assumed that welfare requirements of developed countries will be difficult for developing country farmers to meet. We do not believe this to be the case. Extensive and sustainable agriculture, with good standards of animal welfare, is still an important form of livestock production in much of South Africa. Products from such systems would readily meet EU animal welfare requirements.

However, where welfare standards need to be strengthened, South Africa could ask for assistance, and the EU should provide, trade-related assistance and capacity building to help develop good welfare standards on-farm, during transport and at slaughter. This assistance could include the sharing of knowledge, training and technology transfer. The aim should be to work with local farmers and agricultural scientists to develop and then validate systems that are appropriate for local conditions. Provision would also be required for more favourable tariffs for welfare-friendly products to EU markets.

Should you have any queries or wish to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely

CELESTE HOUSEMAN
Manager
GLOBAL CAMPAIGNS
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SPCAs
