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I am writing on behalf of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA), Compassion In World Farming (CIWF) and Eurogroup for Animals. 

Our document focuses on the need to integrate animal welfare considerations and provisions in the Strategy, and summarises its implications in terms of public health, job opportunities, preservation of traditional systems, market impact and alleviation of poverty in the African countries.

An increasing number of people, both in the European Union and in the African Union, value their relationship with the animals who surround them. Many countries in the world have translated ethical considerations into specific laws aimed to protect animals from cruelty, or to regulate farming and slaughter practices in order to minimise suffering.

Whether we look at domestic animals, animals used for production (e.g. farm animals) or wildlife, there is now a broader and still growing recognition that the way we treat animals has a direct impact on human welfare, too.

Animal health has been widely recognised as a key factor for the protection of human health: the work of the OIE and the WTO SPS Agreement represent two relevant examples of what has been established at the global level to tackle this issue. The outbreaks of animal diseases, often linked to farming practices which do not take into consideration the basic needs of the animals, now constitute a constant threat to human health worldwide.

In recent years, the OIE has started to develop animal welfare standards, and the European Union has decided to include animal welfare provisions in the SPS section of its Free Trade Agreements, starting from the EU-Chile Agreement. This is because a clear link has been recognised between animal health and welfare.

In terms of job opportunities, traditional extensive farming systems require more workforce than the intensive ones. The extensive systems are therefore linked not only to higher standards of animal welfare, but also to a broader distribution of income among the population whose survival depends on agricultural activities. 

Extensive farming can imply higher costs of production, although the the lower incidence of diseases and the fall of the mortality rate partially compensate them. Specific training programmes and subsidies addressed at the consolidation of the traditional extensive farming systems can absorb the possiblly remaining higher costs and create broader market opportunities for the local farmers. 

Support to traditional extensive farming systems would preserve a positive aspect of local cultures and could be integrated in a broader frame of initiatives to protect the identity of peoples threatened by natural adversities or external commercial challenges.

The increasing demand for animal products obtained in higher-welfare systems, especially – but not only – in developed economies, creates interesting trade opportunities for the extensive productions. A premium is often paid on the market for higher welfare products.

Among the African Union countries, Namibia is a positive case to mention in this respect. The creation of animal welfare standards for beef opened new market opportunities with the European Union. More recently, Namibia has also introduced stricter rules on the transport of live animals, implementing more stringent animal welfare criteria. All these provisions, rather than creating additional burdens to the local farmers, represented a plus on the market and therefore produced additional income.

The consideration of animal welfare offers a consistent approach and a powerful mean both to extend solidarity and to increase farmers income in developing countries.

Provisions to support the preservation and/or development of farming activities adopting high animal welfare standards in Africa are therefore in our opinion a valuable way to promote economical growth and ethical principals at the same time.
This could be also facilitated by differential, more favourable tariffs for the import into the EU of animal products obtained according to animal welfare standards.

Additional provisions to increase animal health and welfare in Africa would both be consistent with the objectives of the Community Action Plan on the Protection and Welfare of Animals 2006-2010 defined by the Commission, and with a sensible approach to Development, where a longer-term and more comprehensive vision can help create permanent solutions to problems still faced by a large part of the world population.

Please do not hesitate to contact us in case you are interested to receive more detailed information about the issues we have summarised in this document.

Best regards,

Adolfo Sansolini
Trade Policy Advisor
RSPCA, WSPA, CIWF, Eurogroup for Animals
