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    Introduction to African Decade of Persons with Disabilities

    The African Decade of Disabled Persons (1999-2009), is a decade declared by the African Union to highlight the lives of people with disabilities. It is an initiative inclusive of civil society, governments, and other interested groups. It is undertaken in collaboration with the African Union, African Governments, UN Agencies, and NGOs working with disability and development.

    In order to coordinate, monitor and report on the implementation of the decade a Secretariat was established. The mission of the Secretariat of the African Decade is to empower Governments, DSCs, DPOs and development organisations to work in partnership to include disability and persons with disabilities into policies and programs in all sectors of society in Africa.

    The Secretariat of the African Decade African Decade calls upon all member states of the African Union, as well as international donors , to review the situation of disabled persons with a view to developing measures that enhance the equality and full participation of disabled persons as well as the empowerment of the disabled people. Some 80 million Africans live with a disability. These people are too often disadvantaged because of governments’ and civil society is inadequate awareness of their abilities and needs. This in its turn leads to non-inclusive policies and programmes.

    Disability inclusion and the Joint EU-Africa Strategy

    It is of key importance that disability and persons with disability are fully included in the process to develop a Joint EU-Africa strategy.

    Consultation with Civil Society is one of the underpinning principles of the Cotonou agreement. We question the current process for laying the agenda for a joint EU-Africa strategy. Is an on-line consultation carried out over such a short period the best way to consult people living in the poorest communities in Africa, and in particular, persons with disability and their families?

    The Africa Strategy (December 2005) states the EU’s commitment to supporting the work of the NEPAD and the AU. The African Decade of Disabled People is an initiative of the AU; a priority area of their work, and therefore requires the EU’s attention. The Decade provides a unique opportunity for African States to contribute to efforts to improve the lives of people with disabilities on the African Continent. The Decade also provides African countries with an even bigger and broad-based opportunity to highlight the successes made in terms of integrating disability at country level.

    If the main goal in partnership with Africa is achievement of the MDGs, we cannot hope to achieve this without explicit inclusion of disability. UNESCO estimates that 1-2 % of children with disabilities have access to schooling. Universal primary education will never be achieved if there is no commitment and investment in education of children with disabilities.

    March 30th this year marks the opening for signing of the UN Convention on the Rights of person with disabilities. This Convention, the first Human Rights convention of the 21st centuary clearly lays down our obligations to respect and protect the rights of persons with disability- and Article 32 specifically requires attention to disability in development cooperation activities. The Joint EU Africa Strategy must also take the new Disability Rights convention into consideration and recognise and support Africa’s interest in taking a leading role in its implementation. We welcome all efforts made by ECDPM to create a more inclusive framework for developing the Joint EU-Africa Strategy, and specifically including the perspectives of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations.

    Further details about the African Decade can be found on website: http://www.africandecade.org.za
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