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Oslo, 16 April 2007
Ref: Joint EU Africa Strategy

Input from the European Youth Forum

For the European Youth Forum (YFJ) it is crucial that strong commitments are made in order to eradicate poverty and reach sustainable development. Knowing that more than 85 % of the youth in the world live in developing countries and young people make up a substantial part of those living in poverty, this is easy to comprehend. Moreover, many of the Member Organisations and international partners of the YFJ are themselves working on development cooperation.

Involvement of Civil Society

A key to achieving development is that it is done in partnership. Therefore, it is welcomed that the EU and the AU is aiming at having a joint approach. However, effective policies also need to involve civil society and the people living in poverty. The involvement and consultation with civil society (with democratic, transparent, representative and independent organisations) must be structured, permanent, and meaningful (with clear roles, clear aims and clear monitoring tools). Such an approach would lead to more effective policies, but they might also require more time. With this in mind, it should be carefully considered if enough time really has been allocated for consultation with civil society, especially in Africa. 

Youth organisations from Africa and Europe are doing their part in creating a meaningful dialogue and discussion on a European African cooperation through the Africa Europe Youth Summit that will take place by the end of the year in Portugal, as well as regional consultations ahead of the Summit. However, this makes it even more important to be assured that views and ideas raised in this process will also be taken into account in the discussion between the EU and the AU.

Youth as a Key Development Issue

Unfortunately, up until now the situation of young people is seldom taken into consideration in EU development policies and very few specific references are made to the situation of young people. This lack of understanding of the important role youth play is regrettable, as it creates an unnecessary obstacle to effective policies. Furthermore, it is not in tandem with the understanding the EU has shown for the importance of young people in internal policies. For example, the Youth Pact is an integral part of the Lisbon Strategy and the Commission works actively with youth in relation to many specific areas such as employment, health, education, and social inclusion. 
Moreover, the Member States of the EU have made clear the importance of young people in development through the UN World Program of Action for Youth first adopted in 1995 and reaffirmed just one month after the Millennium Review Summit in 2005. Similarly, the African Union has adopted the African Youth Charter. Thus, a coherent approach would call for the upcoming joint strategy to take due account of the situation of young people.

Obviously, it is not the apparent lack of coherence in policy documents in itself that is the problem, but rather what this failure can lead to on the ground. It is indispensable that young people are also taken into account if major challenges such as the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, environmental degradation, gender equality, migration as well as employment and poverty are discussed. After all, these challenges are clearly related to youth, as the group particularly affected is the young population. 
An apparent example is that almost all the MDGs are of particular importance for young people: Half of the young people in the world live in poverty (Goal 1); more resources to education is needed to support them getting out of poverty (Goal 2); young women are a particular vulnerable group when looking at the challenges to achieve gender equality (Goal 3); child mortality is particularly high among teenage mothers (Goal 4); improved maternal health is needed to combat the leading cause of death of young women aged 15-19 years old (Goal 5); each day 6000 young people get affected by HIV/AIDS (Goal 6); and it is young people and their children that will have to deal with the consequences of not taking environmental sustainability into account today (Goal 7). The list could obviously be made much longer and often the figures are even more alarming when focusing at Africa, or on young women. 

Good Governance

However, what these few examples relating to the first seven MDGs are essentially showing is that something is fundamentally flawed when youth are hardly given any particular concern in the development policy of the EU. Consequently, if the last MDG is to be reached, true good governance needs to be put in place. With this is meant that the ones targeted are also included in developing the policies. Regrettably, it is often forgotten that youth are not only concerned by these issues, but are also agents of change. Democratic, youth-led, and membership-based organisations are already showing that this is true. Many more actions could, however, benefit from involving youth organisations.

In recognition of this circumstance, YFJ expects that the upcoming joint EU Africa Strategy should give specific attention to the need of taking young people into account as well as provide concrete commitments on how to strengthen the cooperation between the African and European youth movement. In particular attention should be raised on gender equality and the rights of young women when developing the strategy. However, the youth aspect has to be considered throughout policies dealing with cooperation between Africa and the EU. For example, it is important that consideration is given to cooperation between student organisations when developing strategies for education and that youth organisations are involved in PRSP processes. Specific instruments of supporting youth initiatives also need to be considered; from micro-financing for poor young people to more support allocated to international youth cooperation.

To summarise, the European Youth Forum is hoping that a joint EU Africa Strategy will reflect the understanding both the EU and AU has shown in its regional policies concerning the importance of young people. Moreover, YFJ believes that not only will the issues concerning youth be put on the table – young people should also be invited to sit around it in order to influence and be involved in the decisions concerning their own future!
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