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1. Franklin Cudjoe (Ghana) - February 7, 2007  

How best Europe and African countries can help increase access to basic services, such as 
health and education, in Africa. 

How can this be done in countries where the government is unwilling or unable to do so? 
 
As it is deemed to be one of the most essential services, governments in Africa have 
assumed the responsibility, and usually the monopoly, of providing water to their 
populations. However, public sector water systems are all marred by heavy physical and 
financial losses and have proven incapable of extending networks beyond peripheral 
urban areas to rural populations, a significant problem in a continent where 70% of the 
population earns its living off the land. 

In the face of these obvious inadequacies, there have been several examples, in Cote 
d’Ivoire, Senegal and Guinea, where private water networks have effectively compensated 
for public sector failings. Furthermore, where even urban areas are badly served by 
politically-managed water systems, “informal” (deemed illegal) entrepreneurs have 
addressed artificial water scarcity created by government mismanagement, and have 
provided people with reliable supplies. 

These powerful illustrations bear lessons that should be learned if development assistance 
is to improve the quality and the extent of local water supplies in African countries. 
Governments in Africa have for too long claimed that water is a commodity that is too 
important to be controlled by the market. But governments have proven incapable of 
extending basic services and have managed to create artificial scarcities. In some 
instances, political forces have deliberately manipulated them in order to achieve political 
and financial gains. Specifically, governments make land tenure a prerequisite of access to 
a government-supplied water connection yet they deny land tenure to a large majority of 
urban dwellers, especially those who live in informal settlements (slums or shantytowns). 
Secondly, governments prevent informal entrepreneurs from owning and operating legal 
businesses.  

However, across urban Africa, people are not waiting for their governments to deliver 
water. A more effective method of providing reliable water to a greater percentage of 
Africans is to formalise the tenuous rights held by informal entrepreneurs who are already 
achieving some success despite great legal obstacles. Instead of providing governments 
with funds that are plundered or poured into the mismanagement of water supplies, aid 
should instead be tied to strict conditions that emphasise the systemic decentralisation of 
other areas of economic control held by governments. Specifically, aid could be used to 
extend formal land tenure and property rights to the poor, in addition to reforming public 
policy to enable poor entrepreneurs to own and operate legally sanctioned businesses.  

 1

http://europafrica.org/development-issues/#comment-29
http://www.imanighana.org/


The freedom to trade property and for entrepreneurs to own formal businesses is the best 
way to ensure that wealth can be created by investing resources where they can be most 
efficiently applied. Empowered with legal rights, decentralised owners of water resources 
would then have the incentive to seek local solutions to water provision by responding to 
local demand. This not only drives competition between providers but has proven to 
deliver more water to more people.  

Our enclosed chapter, “The reality of water provision in urban Africa” [ 
http://www.sdnetwork.net/files/pdf/chapter7-cudjoe-okonski.pdf ] published in a book 
entitled The Water Revolution by International Policy Press (London) in March 2006, 
answers this question in greater detail. 

Franklin Cudjoe 
Executive Director 
Imani: The Centre for Humane Education 

2. Silvestre Baessa Jr. (Mozambique) - February 8, 2007  

Dear All, 

Think in a strategy, means that we agree that that there some or alot of obstacles in the 
relactionshipo between Africa and EU. For this reason, i think that the point of departure 
to a full Africa EU joint strategy should be the recognition that the power relation 
between Africa and Europe both in the past and currently are against Africa progress, 
because EU is getting richer and richer, and Africa is getting poor and poor. Issues related 
with progress and poverty, such as: governance, debt, aid and trade that for long oriented 
the so called EU-Africa partnership must be on the top of the priorities of this strategy, 
but we need first to desconstruct the current framework and model of cooperation. The 
way how those issues mentioned above, were discussed and implemented in the past and 
now, did not help Africa at all, but Europe. 

Look for instance, the case of debt and aid. Despite all debt relief initiatives, include 
HIPC I, II and MDRI, we still face the same challenges of debt unsustainability, that we 
faced 30 years ago. After 30 years of structural adjustment programmes in Africa and 
some innovative aid initiatives, the globality of africa economies remains weak and facing 
endemic crisis. So, for the best of this strategy we must to go back to the very questions, 
such as, what is working and what is not working in Africa- EU partnership and why it 
so? what are the causes behind the failure. 

3. Lawrence Michelo (Zambia) - February 8, 2007  

The EU should direct its support to government and state structures in Africa. It should 
stop funding the following: 

1.United Nations Development Agencies-UNICEF, WFP,UNDP (they must be five). 
There is need to revisit the global trust invested in these UN institutions. 

2.Donor agencies with consultancy offices all over the continent claiming to promote 
liberal values. 

3.NGOs and the 1990 tamac elitist civil society groupings. 
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These are today Africa’s greatest huddle to development and impediment to ending 
poverty, hunger, disease and underdevelopment. 

4. Victor Onoviran (Nigeria) - February 9, 2007  

First, let me politely and respectfully suggest to my brother, Lawrence, that help cannot 
and must not be limited to governments and their structures in the 21st century! In no part 
of the world will sustainable development flourish without a concert of forces: public, 
private, civil. This is a settled global practice. That is why Western Leaders come on state 
visits with full complement of their tri-sectors while many African Leaders parade 
officials, relatives and fronts! Pity.  

Second, no donor today will be that gullible considering the track records of third world 
(especially African!) governments, in shameless graft and unconscionable 
corruption.Where is all the money they have collected in the past? Stolen! Even in his 
own country, Zambia, I’m sure Lawrence is not unfamiliar with such very well-publicised 
cases! 

I agree that too many actors are “eating” in the name of “AFRICA” all over the place! But 
we can’t shut our eyes because of few bad guys lest we lose seeing the many good souls 
(African Proverb). 

Now, to the question of who owns development: The PEOPLE. Period. 
Thus neither the EU or any donor can impose on Africa. This has been the bane of donor 
assistance over the decades. Which is why the new initiative must be mutually beneficial: 
A true Partnership of EQUALS! Nothing less. 

Reason? A prosperous African is a boon and blessing to Europe, our nearest neighbour!! 

What to do? Make development assistance an Africa-INVEST basket, based on grants, 
loans, equities, trade and tourism. Stop extracting natural resources and unprocessed 
commodities from our continent. Stop dictating prices of resources you do not produce 
(coffee, for example!). 

Most importantly, stop condoning and supporting rogue regimes and looters/plunderers of 
our patrimony!!! 

Let the proceed, and I shall be keen to return to this timely market of ideas. 

Cheers. 

5. Torgny Ekengard (Sweden) - February 10, 2007  

Better payment to african farmers through better african agricultural policy is urgent. 

6. Artur Victoria (Portugal) - February 14, 2007  

Citizenship a strategic perception on the structure of power and national development.  

We are doing E – Learning courses for Lusophone Countries, specially Africa, giving 
grants for applicants. However dealing with long distance learning, makes necessary the 
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availability of personal computers and the training about their uses. We are finding 
difficult to get a segment for this new kind of participation, just because using the 
diplomatic services for information and publicizing it seems not to be enough. Also most 
e – mail addresses are changing day to day and contacts are difficult to keep. 

We strongly believe that sharing educational and training resources , making them 
suitable for each Country needs, specially when this is located at high level of public or 
civil central or local servants and strategic production or natural resources private 
companies. 

We are studying how to keep a flowing stream of connection between our institution and 
those who can get a real benefit of our contribution. 

7. Valentina Mazzucato (Netherlands) - February 14, 2007  

African migration to Europe is a key issue.  

Migration has been shown to provide developmental benefits for African economies and 
households yet it can also lead to the ‘brain drain’. EU migration policies can greatly 
influence the developmental potential of migration as well as the brain drain effects.  

Migration policies, thus, need to be designed together with development policies. Until 
now, these two areas have remained separate.  

(For more information, see http://www.gcim.org/mm/File/GMP%2048.pdf) 

8. Andrew K. Dube (South Africa) - February 16, 2007  

Introduction to African Decade of Persons with Disabilities 

The African Decade of Disabled Persons (1999-2009), is a decade declared by the African 
Union to highlight the lives of people with disabilities. It is an initiative inclusive of civil 
society, governments, and other interested groups. It is undertaken in collaboration with 
the African Union, African Governments, UN Agencies, and NGOs working with 
disability and development.  

In order to coordinate, monitor and report on the implementation of the decade a 
Secretariat was established. The mission of the Secretariat of the African Decade is to 
empower Governments, DSCs, DPOs and development organisations to work in 
partnership to include disability and persons with disabilities into policies and programs in 
all sectors of society in Africa.  

The Secretariat of the African Decade African Decade calls upon all member states of the 
African Union, as well as international donors , to review the situation of disabled persons 
with a view to developing measures that enhance the equality and full participation of 
disabled persons as well as the empowerment of the disabled people. Some 80 million 
Africans live with a disability. These people are too often disadvantaged because of 
governments’ and civil society is inadequate awareness of their abilities and needs. This 
in its turn leads to non-inclusive policies and programmes.  

Disability inclusion and the Joint EU-Africa Strategy 
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It is of key importance that disability and persons with disability are fully included in the 
process to develop a Joint EU-Africa strategy. 

Consultation with Civil Society is one of the underpinning principles of the Cotonou 
agreement. We question the current process for laying the agenda for a joint EU-Africa 
strategy. Is an on-line consultation carried out over such a short period the best way to 
consult people living in the poorest communities in Africa, and in particular, persons with 
disability and their families? 

The Africa Strategy (December 2005) states the EU’s commitment to supporting the work 
of the NEPAD and the AU. The African Decade of Disabled People is an initiative of the 
AU; a priority area of their work, and therefore requires the EU’s attention. The Decade 
provides a unique opportunity for African States to contribute to efforts to improve the 
lives of people with disabilities on the African Continent. The Decade also provides 
African countries with an even bigger and broad-based opportunity to highlight the 
successes made in terms of integrating disability at country level.  

If the main goal in partnership with Africa is achievement of the MDGs, we cannot hope 
to achieve this without explicit inclusion of disability. UNESCO estimates that 1-2 % of 
children with disabilities have access to schooling. Universal primary education will never 
be achieved if there is no commitment and investment in education of children with 
disabilities.  

March 30th this year marks the opening for signing of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of person with disabilities. This Convention, the first Human Rights convention of the 
21st centuary clearly lays down our obligations to respect and protect the rights of persons 
with disability- and Article 32 specifically requires attention to disability in development 
cooperation activities. The Joint EU Africa Strategy must also take the new Disability 
Rights convention into consideration and recognise and support Africa’s interest in taking 
a leading role in its implementation. We welcome all efforts made by ECDPM to create a 
more inclusive framework for developing the Joint EU-Africa Strategy, and specifically 
including the perspectives of persons with disabilities and their representative 
organisations. 

Further details about the African Decade can be found on website: 
http://www.africandecade.org.za

Andrew K. Dube, CEO SADPD 

9. Geert Vanneste (Belgium) - February 21, 2007  

It is my opinion that the EU should prioritize the following attitude change and activities: 

1. 95% of African people were born after the decolonization. If any colonization really 
does exist these days, it is how African leaders are disconnected from their people, and 
from their duties towards them, political leaders from their people, teachers from their 
pupils, doctors from their patients. What to do? See 2. 

2. Therefore, EU representatives should consider African leadership (receivers of EU 
support) not just as ‘representatives’ but most of all as CEOs, who are accountable to their 
Board of Directors for the objectives set by the latter. A CEO who doesn’t deliver is 
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replaced before the tap can be reopened. Let’s get serious. What the EU did in Kenya: 
well done! Why not elsewhere? Because of budgets? See 3. 

3. Development aid should not function as a reverse bank: first allocate and then try to 
spend well. AT ALL TIMES, the criteria for budget allocation should be a conducive 
environment, i.e. a qualified manager, good accounting reputation, qualified staff, 
tradition of achieving the objectives. If these are not there, the budgets should not be 
allocated! If leaders don’t accept formal control: fine, then stop support. Normal, isn’t it? 
But how? See 4. 

4. Free movement of people in the EU is the most fantastic opening of a human resource 
market in the world. (what an exciting exchange of people, cultures etc…!) It puts the EU 
in a very good position to get across the message to the African leaders and intellectuals, 
that they are too reluctant to open up their human resource market to other nationals, 
Europeans or other Africans. WHY those old-fashioned reactions against foreign people – 
although taking foreign money doesn’t seem to be a problem… Why is the perception that 
foreigners make more money!? Isn’t the problem with the African labor market the fact 
that it is like an army of generals and soldiers. Where is the mid-level management!? If it 
isn’t present, get it from where it is. The ‘invisible hand’ rules the labor market too… So 
then, what to prioritize? See 5. 

5. Before anything: be aware that, if one really asks people, that the nun in the dispensary 
or the teacher in his school objectively had more impact on improving lives of African 
people, rather than the regional multi-million dollar program. 
What should be prioritized? a. Strengthen human resource at all levels, and see it as a 
short and long term goal. But create competition!: put as condition that the labor market 
should be open to foreigners with qualifications. The impact of braindrain (or should we 
say globalization of human resource?) can only be eased, by allowing it both ways. b. Be 
transparent about received support : inform the people at large in detail of any support and 
donations: how much, for what, who is responsible for implementation, when to be 
implemented, where can you write with complaints c. Much more formal monitoring of 
project/development results, and reinforce consequences. d. Judiciary: it is not acceptable 
that almost anywhere in Africa, one gets jailed for stealing a banana on the market, but 
after stealing millions of dollars, one seems untouchable. Did we mention 
‘disconnection’? e. Want to prioritize some direct service delivery? Then improve the 
quality of child birth, and support programs empowering women and persons with 
disabilities: the most cost-effective work in Africa if you intend to improve lives. 

6. Debt relief? Yes of course, but only in case it is impossible for African governments to 
engage in new loans. It is simply unethical to give loans, and to make money on giving 
out loans, to leaderships whose corruption is well documented. Would a bank in Europe 
give a loan to someone who has been bankrupted, or treated for drug addiction? No. 
Should his/her debts be cancelled in case some strange system provided him with a loan 
whilst he can’t pay back? Yes: for the sake of his children. But stop giving loans! 

7. Last but not least. It may not be wise if the EU would feel that a month long 
consultation on the internet will result in taking into account the opinion of the majority of 
the African people, and certainly not of the ones the EU claims to support: the poorest. 

By the way: EU: thanks for believing in Africa! One day, we will beat poverty ! 
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10. Dorothea Katharina Rischewski (UK) - February 22, 2007  

Focus on vulnerable groups of the society to reduce poverty: 

In order to achieve, or at least getting close to reaching the Millennium Development 
Goals by 2015, the joint EU-AFRICA strategy should invest in finding out more about the 
needs of particularly vulnerable groups in the African societies. Persons with disabilities, 
women and children have so far not been adequately addressed by national programmes 
and international development assistance. Poverty reduction will remain unachievable if 
considerable parts of the population are not being included in the design and planning of 
strategies and programmes. How can it be assured that these groups access education, 
health care and safe employment? What are the barriers they are facing to fully participate 
in their communities and exert their rights and all capabilities? Three crucial issues should 
be addressed: 

1) Situational analysis and knowledge creation are the foundations of any sound planning 
process. More effective alliances of the development sector with academia, where the 
necessary skills are provided, can lead to fruitful results, as seen in the past. The EU, 
where excellent academic institutions and many of the development agencies and 
organisations are based, is perfectly placed to foster this process. 
2) Data on needs/barriers can only be effectively used in the countries of origin and by the 
people involved and concerned if distributed, utilised and translated by the right people 
into the right policies. This process involves three key elements: A) In order to assure 
ownership of activities, local stakeholders should be leaders in identifying information 
gaps, designing and conducting research, analysing and distributing research findings. B) 
To guarantee efficient working and to obtain sustainable results, a regional/continental 
database needs to be created pooling all the already existing knowledge on disempowered, 
excluded and mostly poor population groups. Country databases should be built up and 
linked in order to best utilize the existing knowledge to allow planners to quickly identify 
information gaps and best practice. C) In order to reach the poor and excluded and to 
improve their quality of life, thus created knowledge needs to be shared with policy 
makers and translated into effective and inclusive policies. 
3) Identifying needs, conducting research, assessing the information, translating it into 
policy: this requires manpower. The joint EU-AFRICA strategy should contribute to 
sustainable development by capacity building on all levels required: community leaders, 
national researchers, bureaucrats, project/programme managers, politicians.  

Thanks to the EU for asking for ideas and comments. However, a one month internet 
based consultation might not be the most adequate way of discussing the views of 
excluded and poor parts of the civil society in Africa. A more inclusive process to make 
sure their voices are being heard and integrated would have been desirable. 

11. Elly Bernard (South Africa) - February 22, 2007  

I would encourage the full participation of people with disabilities in all initiatives to 
promote good governance, democracy and human rights, trade, poverty alleviation, peace-
building, health etc.  

There are an estimated 500 million disabled people in the world and the fact that they are 
systematically denied their rights to rehabilitation and assistive devices means that they 
are routinely excluded from consultations such as this. For example, the majority of 
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mobility disabled people in Africa cannot access an appropriate wheelchair - let alone 
access an internet consultation to give their opinions! In low-income countries, many 
disabled people’s voices are even excluded from the disability movement because 
assistance to meet their physical needs is unavailable, or too expensive, or of poor quality 
and unsuitable for their environment and disability. This means that their needs, opinions 
and experiences do not form part of the global debate on development, and their are 
exclusion is compounded by the very structures that drive the debate.  

There needs to be resources, research, awareness and positive action committed to 
ensuring that consultations and ensuing partnerships are inclusive of disabled people. The 
African Disability movement has many experienced advocates, and the EU should the 
movement and work to empower the millions of disabled people whose rights are 
consistently abused. 

12. Kate Gooding - February 27, 2007  

Health 
The EU recognises that health must be a priority for development co-operation. Many of 
the developing world’s health problems are best dealt with at primary level: investment in 
primary care is both cost-effective and more likely to reach poorer populations. Given the 
high incidence of eye conditions in Africa and the strong relationship between blindness 
and poverty, childhood mortality and exclusion from education, provision for primary 
care should support integration of eye care in health systems. The potential for action is 
enormous: an estimated 80% of eye disease can be treated at the primary level and 75% of 
blindness is avoidable, using highly feasible, extensively tested and cost-effective 
strategies. A combination of prevention, early recognition and intervention can provide an 
enormous reduction in the incidence of impairment and its impact upon the individual and 
society. 

The EC must support a multisectoral approach to services - this is critical for successful 
primary care. One particularly important area is school health, especially early 
identification of disability and school-based refractive error and low vision services. 
Many millions of children perform less well in school because of a visual impairment. 
Early identification and support would enhance their educational achievements and thus 
the value and effectiveness of EC investment in schooling.  

Inclusion 
To ensure that development co-operation reaches the poorest, the EU must ensure that 
disability is considered throughout the implementation of the Africa Strategy, as 
demanded by the European Parliament. One in five of the world’s poorest people have a 
disability, and 82% of disabled people in developing countries live below the poverty line. 
In total, disability affects the lives and livelihoods of 25% of the world’s population. 
Much greater recognition is needed of its magnitude and consequences. The European 
Commission’s Guidance Note on Disability and Development provides a reference point 
for a more inclusive approach, and much more should be done to support its 
implementation by country delegations. 

One area for EC support is investment in Community Based Rehabilitation. This critical 
to promote social and economic inclusion of disabled people. Only a tiny proportion of 
disabled people in developing countries currently have access to rehabilitation services. 
The EC should work with the UN agencies that are currently in the process of developing 
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comprehensive guidelines on CBR, together with governments and other stakeholders, to 
support the effective implementation of the guidelines and integration of relevant 
rehabilitation services within primary health care systems. 

To promote a more inclusive approach, the EU should support enhanced collection of data 
on disability in Africa. Data on disability is critical for informed policy making, 
programme implementation and monitoring, yet often severely lacking. Any data 
collection and monitoring mechanisms related to the EU-Africa Strategy should include 
specific attention to impacts on disabled people.  

According to a World Bank study disability is a greater barrier to participation in 
education than gender, household economic status or urban/rural residence. It is estimated 
that of the 80 million children currently out of school a third are disabled. If Education for 
All is to become a reality urgent action must be taken to ensure disabled children are 
included and prioritised in all education plans. Specifically the EU should support the Fast 
Track Initiative and ensure that its plans are inclusive. Support must also be given to 
families of disabled children including early intervention services. Further information 
must be gathered with national governments encouraged to obtain data on the proportion 
and status of disabled children in education. 

13. Dominic Haslam - February 27, 2007  

Health: 
There appears to be a big consensus building up around the importance of the Neglected 
Tropical Diseases to meeting development commitments. It is really good to note that 
these neglected diseases (such as trachoma, onchocerciasis, lymphatic filariasis, 
schistosomiasis) are finally getting some attention. Its important to recognise action on 
them is key to tackling HIV/AIDS and malaria, as they are often co-occuring. There is 
also lots of potential to make huge progress with little money.  

However, in the EU’s involvement in this issue within Africa, it is important to note that 
there are tried and tested approaches that have demonstrated success and cost-
effectiveness as well as potential new approaches which focus mainly around mass drug 
administration (MDA) to the population. These approaches should not be marginalised in 
the rush to find solutions and MDA should be followed in coordination with addressing 
other necessary elements, such as improvements in basic hygiene and access to clean 
water. 

14. Joanna Campion - February 27, 2007  

The UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities was approved by the UN 
last year. This is the first ever human rights treaty for disabled people and provides those 
formulating the EU-Africa strategy with a unique opportunity to ensure that development 
policies in Africa truly focus on fully inclusive strategies. There is much talk within this 
document about the need to focus on the poorest and vulnerable groups. It is therefore 
important for those formulating the strategy to realise that these groups include large 
numbers of disabled people. 

Disability Mainstreaming: 
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A substantial problem at the present time is that EU-Africa development projects do not 
properly mainstream disability. This means that important projects that are needed to 
build capacity and alleviate poverty amongst disabled people in Africa are not getting 
funding because EU funding is not available for such group-specific projects. However at 
the same time, existing funding is not being spent in a fully inclusive way, which means 
that disabled peoples’ needs are falling through the gap between the theory and the 
practice of disability mainstreaming.  

To ensure the EU-Africa strategy address this fundamental problem, I would recommend 
the following actions: 

• Data must be gathered about how countries are monitoring targets of inclusion of 
disabled people 

• EU funding streams and the funding of EU member states need to specifically target 
programmes that include disabled people 

• The new UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities should be signed and 
ratified by members of both the EU and African countries. Countries should recognise the 
importance of supporting the rights of disabled people and honour their commitments to 
provide international cooperation between states to ensure these rights are progressively 
realised. 

• International partnerships should be encouraged to ensure that the rights of disabled 
people are mainstreamed across all areas of work. There is an important need for a twin-
track approach so that until mainstreaming is fully realised, disability focused projects 
still receive the attention needed.  

• The EU-Africa strategy should review older strategies and identify strengths and 
weaknesses. It would be helpful to review programmes such as the Action Programme on 
Disability (1983-1993) and now the Africa decade to ensure that future programmes are 
more than just statements of good intent without positive substantial gains. 

Finally in terms of process it might also be important to recognise that an internet based 
consultation will reach very few people in Africa, in particular it will not reach the poorest 
and most vulnerable groups which include disabled people. It is important to look for 
ways of ensuring that the views of these groups are heard. 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this vitally important area of work. 

15. Catherine Naughton, CBM EU Liaison Office - February 27, 2007  

CBM is an international Christian development organization whose primary purpose is to 
improve the quality of life of all persons with disabilities, and those at risk of disability, 
living in low income countries and communities, regardless or age, gender, ethnicity or 
creed. CBM is working in all aspects of disability prevention, treatment, education, 
rehabilitation and empowerment of disabled peoples organisations across Africa.  

We welcome the initiative that is been taken to develop a joint EU-Africa strategy, and 
welcome a consultation with Civil Society, North and South, as a first step. We are fully 
in agreement with the statement of Olivier Consolo from CONCORD, that this process 
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should not be rushed; there are too many important issues at stake. We hope that it is 
foreseen to extend this consultation, and expand it, to ensure that people living in the 
poorest communities have the chance to have their voices heard and their issues 
recognized.  

As an opening to this consultation, we would like to make some comments on two key 
development areas. 

Since Aid delivery is increasing moving towards budget support, there is a danger that 
Education and Health programmes may fall short of the resources they need to reach the 
MDGs. With reference to the Europe Cares article ‘Investing in People’ we would like to 
point to some opportunities which exist in health and education programmes to ensure 
that we invest in all people, and achieve the MDGs by really improving the lives of 
people living in the poorest communities. 

Education: 
The Europe Cares article issued on the Commissions web-site states that only six out of 
ten African children go to primary school. UNICEF estimates that this is as little as 2% 
for children with disabilities and it is known that 40 million of the worlds out of school 
children have some form of disability (UNESCO 2004). Girl-children with disabilities are 
less likely to attend school than boy-children. If we are to achieve universal primary 
education it is imperative that education programmes systematically address the inclusion 
of children with disabilities- ensuring that their right to education is respected along-side 
their peers. In practical terms this requires a huge shift in attitude, but more than that- it 
requires policy commitment, resources for training and supporting teachers, material 
support to schools.  

Health: 
The EU is committed to replenishing the Global Fund. CBM would like agree with the 
point made by Dominic Haslam (feb 27th), who made a case for including neglected 
tropical diseases in tandem with our commitment to HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 
Diseases such as Lyphatic Filiarisis, onchocerciasis, guinea worm, leprosy and trachoma 
are responsible for 25% of the poor state of health in developing countries. CBM 
advocates for health programmes which link the control of neglected tropical diseases 
with control programmes for the ‘big three’, since control of neglected tropical diseases 
could actually help in combating HIV/AIDs, tuberculosis and malaria. A combined 
approach does not add much to the cost of these programmes, contains little risk; 
maximizes resources and will have a significant impact on morbidity, mortality and 
disability of the poorest people, and especially of children. 

Human resources and Health: 
In 2003 ten countries in Africa had only one or fewer ophthalmologists per million 
population; Sierra Leone only has one psychiatric doctor; in Malawi there are no 
possibilities for physiotherapists training in the country; there is no provision for assistive 
devices in the Malawi Ministry for Health budget so they have to rely on donations; 
UNICEF estimates that 60% of all mine victims in Mozambique die before they can get 
appropriate first aid. The crisis in human resources in health care needs to be tackled, if 
the MDGs are to be attained. Particular attention needs to be paid to ensure that access to 
basic health and rehabilitation services is guaranteed to all people.It may also be of value, 
when we consider the state of health systems across Africa that this consultation is also 

 11



expanded to bring in the perspectives of public health workers, including those working at 
grass roots level. 

We support the previous statements made arguing the need to include disability, and 
persons with disability in the Joint Strategy; the statement made by AK Dube from the 
African Decade of Disabled People reminds us of some key concerns of persons with 
disabilities in Africa; Mr Vaneeste referred to the cost-effectiveness of programmes 
empowering women and persons with disabilities; Ms Rischewski has then gone on to 
point out that if we even intend to get close to reaching the Millennium Development 
Goals by 2015, the joint EU-AFRICA strategy should invest in finding out more about the 
needs of particularly vulnerable groups in the African societies. Elly Bernard from South 
Africa has reminded us that the African Disability movement has many experienced 
advocates who should be included in these processes. 

The inclusion of these actors and issues in the process of developing a Joint EU-Africa 
Strategy will of course require and extended and expanded consultation, which CBM 
looks foreword to taking part in. 

16. Shareef Malundah - February 28, 2007  

It would worthwhile if EU could ensure that before support any development issue in 
African governments, it looks at how the criteria for selection of the issues was set in each 
country, because in many african countries the tendency has been using the civil society 
on the consultation table ONLY to legitimate their proposals and not necessary to have 
their contributions echoed in them. 

17. ecdpm - February 28, 2007  

On the French page, Jean-Louis Boppe (France, 2/2) asks whether co-development, 
interpreted as making optimal use of educated Diasporas from developing countries 
residing in the EU, would be one of the priorities. 
Read the full comment in French

Moussa Bagayoko (Mali, 7/2) notes that development policies should take into account 
peoples’ cultural identities if they are to succeed. He also calls into question the EU’s 
underlying motivations of engaging with Africa, noting discrepancies between official 
(Summit) statements and actual implementation in the field. 
Read the full comment in French

Rosalie Ouoba (Chad, 12/2) points out that successful development anywhere cannot 
take place if people continue to live in uncertainty elsewhere. Equal opportunity and 
respect for diversity around the globe are crucial. She expressed hopes for the voices of all 
African citizens to be heard. 
Read the full comment in French

Bitomwa Lukangyu (DRC, 14/2) suggests Euro-African cooperation to protect natural 
resources. Since Africans are deprived of proper means to exploit these resources, 
European entrepreneurs should step in to help African agriculture. 
Read the full comment in French
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Michel Boye (France, 20/2) believes that development requires effective mobilisation of 
local actors and decision-makers that are productive and provide employment. This 
approach should entail three complementary dimensions: economic development, social 
inclusion, and finally initiative and responsibility. In this context, co-development and the 
mobilisation of Diaspora are particularly relevant. 
Read the full comment in French

18. ecdpm - March 8, 2007  

German and African civil society organisations are through their manifesto “Prospects for 
Africa - Europe’s Policies” calling for poverty-oriented development policy. The 
manifesto was written specifically to influence the German Federal Government, in their 
role as EU Presidency, but is also of relevance in the drafting of a joint EU-Africa 
strategy.  

They specifically call for a focus on the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 
Other issues they raise are the need to reach an agreement on a sound financial strategy 
for European development cooperation, and improved coherence of European 
policies. 

The manifesto calls for action on the following key development issues: 
• Change in energy policies: Promoting renewable energy and making renewables work 
for development, 
• Climate change: Supporting Africa in adapting to climate change, 
• HIV/AIDS: Ensuring universal access to prevention, treatment and care, 
• Gender: Implementing gender equality and the empowerment of girls and women as a 
cross-sector task, 
• Role of civil society: Strengthening civil society as a political force in its own right. 

Read the full manifesto - pdf

19. Artur Victoria - March 9, 2007  

African countries with rich natural resources are less receptive to educational and 
formation help than the ones without them. 
I believe that to form human capital in poor countries is the main frame for Euro help 
programs. 

The cooperation programs going on show a statistic that small Portuguese speaking 
countries are very participating. The effort to extend this help to Angola and Mozambique 
make necessary a government commitments on pre defined targets and results. 

20. Amana Ferro, Marie Stopes International - March 21, 2007  

The undersigned organisations, working in the field of sexual and reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR) and the response to HIV/AIDS, welcome the opportunity to contribute to a 
consultation on the joint strategic partnership between the EU and Africa. We appreciate 
the EC’s initiative to draft a joint EU-Africa Strategy, in collaboration with its African 
partners and NGOs in the North and the South.  
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However, a joint strategy, if it is to work as an effective roadmap for EU-Africa 
development cooperation, must ensure that all the partners are on equal footing. For a true 
partnership to be established, the African partners need to be empowered by effectively 
and thoroughly addressing the poverty divide, with a strong emphasis on African needs. 
For this, health, and, more specifically, SRHR and the response to HIV/AIDS, are 
indispensable.  

Given that the three health MDGs are the least likely to be achieved by 2015, and that we 
are fast approaching the mid-term review (07.07.07), this may be the last chance for the 
Commission and its partners to effectively provide the means to fulfil the commitments 
made. The strategy should, therefore, explain concretely what measures must be taken so 
that these MDGs and its targets are met within the agreed timeframe.  

The risk of maternal mortality in Africa is 1 in 16, the highest of all continents. Sub-
Saharan Africa has the highest infant mortality rate and, at the same time, accounts for 
half of the developing world’s maternal deaths (1 in every 100 births). It also has the 
lowest rate of contraceptive use in the world (19%). 4.2 million unsafe abortions occur in 
Africa every year, causing 30% of all maternal deaths in the continent, and taking 90 
women’s lives every day. This can be addressed through existing knowledge and 
technologies, including universal access to reproductive health care, family planning, care 
in pregnancy, during and after childbirth, and emergency obstetric care.  

Moreover, the untimely and unnecessary death of women has a devastating impact on a 
country’s economy. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), if there is no 
reduction in maternal mortality and associated disabilities, about 22 billion dollars could 
be lost over the next 10 years due to maternal deaths, an equal amount due to disability 
and about 45 billion dollars in productivity losses. 

In order to effectively address these challenges, the Strategy needs to incorporate the EU’s 
commitments to ‘strongly support’ developing countries who agreed to work towards the 
targets set by themselves for investments in health (as stated in the May 2002 Council 
Resolution on ‘Health and Poverty’). This refers especially to the 47 African Heads of 
State who, when meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, committed their governments to allocating at 
least 15% of their annual budgets to improving the health sector and setting aside a 
substantial proportion of these funds to tackle HIV/AIDS, TB, malaria and other 
infectious diseases. Moreover, the National Indicative Programmes (NIPs) of African 
nations need to include sufficient measures to respond to HIV/AIDS and mitigate its 
impact, and promote SRHR. 

Africa is also the region worst affected by HIV/AIDS. The Southern Africa region, with 
just 3% of the world’s population bears one third of the global HIV/AIDS pandemic 
burden. The social and economic consequences of HIV/AIDS are and will be catastrophic 
for many communities and countries in Africa for years to come, and will be one of the 
biggest challenges to achieving the MDGs. It is critical that the long term HIV/AIDS 
response is comprehensive – balancing the need for universal access to prevention, 
treatment, care and support. It needs to be placed within the context of the overall 
development in support of national priorities, using a rights based approach.  

The joint EU-Africa strategy should include mechanisms for ensuring the participation of 
civil society organisations and communities at all stages of the response to the pandemic, 
with a specific focus on marginalized people such as women, children, people living with 
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HIV and AIDS, as well as other groups key to the pandemic and faced with enormous 
stigma and discrimination, such as men who have sex with men, sex workers and drug 
users. The Strategy should identify the steps needed to fully implement the April 2005 
“European Programme for Action to Confront HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis 
through External Action” for the period 2007-2013 [COM (2005) 179 final]. 

The linkages between HIV/AIDS policies and programmes and SRHR policies and 
services need to be reaffirmed, since HIV is mostly contracted through sexual 
transmission. Girls and women lack control over matters related to their sexuality and 
sexual health and rights. Sexual and reproductive ill-health accounts for almost one third 
of the global burden of disease among women of reproductive age. SRH information, 
education and services should be widely available and affordable for all, not only for girls 
and women, but also for other vulnerable groups and marginalized populations.  

Key to this achievement of the health MDGs is the strengthening of health systems and 
existing SRH service providers, including addressing the shortage of healthcare 
professionals, ensuring increased access to confidential, voluntary counselling and testing, 
treatment, care and support, as part of comprehensive sexual and reproductive health and 
HIV/AIDS services. The need for widely available sexual and reproductive health 
supplies, including male and female condoms, should be emphasized, as well as the 
support for research and development of microbicides, vaccines and other prevention 
technologies.  

Youth and children represent half of Africa’s population, so particular importance should 
be given to their needs and rights when articulating policy. This especially vulnerable 
group is faced with early (and/or forced) marriages, unwanted pregnancies, sexual abuse 
and exploitation, obstetric fistula, female genital mutilation, lack of access to youth 
friendly sexual and reproductive health services. As the largest ever generation of young 
people becomes sexually active, there is a greater risk of HIV/AIDS infection, especially 
in what concerns young girls.  

The particular position occupied by women cannot be stressed enough - in addition to 
their increased vulnerability to HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections, 
women are also disproportionately affected by poverty, conflict and violence, and are 
often denied their human, social, economic and political rights. Consistent with high-level 
EU and African policy commitments, the EU and the AU need to politically and 
financially support sexual and reproductive health and rights and the full implementation 
of the Maputo Plan of Action for the operationalisation of the continental policy 
framework for sexual and reproductive health and rights 2007-2010, and the ICPD 
Programme of Action. The proposed EU donor harmonization and division of labour 
among EU donors should lead to an increase of political, financial, programmatic or other 
support for SRHR or HIV/AIDS in Africa. 

In view of the fact that the EU and its partners are very concerned with conflict ridden and 
fragile states, a special mention to the specific situation of refugees and IDPs should be 
considered, as well as to the vulnerable position of women in situations of conflict, often 
exposed to gender based violence and rape as a war weapon. Sexual and reproductive 
health services, information and supplies become essential in this context.  

References to human rights should clearly encompass freedom from discrimination based 
on gender, race or ethnic origin, religion, age, financial status or sexual orientation. Also, 
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the strengthening of African civil society and communities and their increased 
participation in political dialogue and in monitoring development programmes and public 
budgets are of crucial importance. The Strategy should provide for the implementation of 
Civil Society Organisations’ right to participate in the programming process of the ACP-
EC cooperation, as reflected in Articles 2, 4, 6 and 7 of the Cotonou Agreement, in the 
EU Consensus on Development, in the European Programme for Action for HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria and TB, and generally accepted best practices for assuring good governance. 

In the context of this consultation, we urge the European Commission and its Southern 
partners to build on communications and strategies on Africa they have put forward. A 
joint EU-Africa strategy could offer the EU and its African partners a useful tool to 
implement development policies. Sexual and reproductive health and rights and the 
response to HIV/AIDS are critical for poverty reduction and the achievement of the 
MDGs, and should, therefore, figure prominently in the EU-Africa Strategy. 

Sincerely, 
Marie Stopes International (MSI) 
Association for Family Planning (APF - Portugal) 
German Foundation for World Population (DSW) 
World Population Foundation (WPF - The Netherlands) 
Stop AIDS Alliance 
Sex og Samfund (Denmark) 
Swedish Association for Sex Education (RFSU) 
Väestöliitto (Findalnd) 
Equilibres et Populations (France) 
International Planned Parenthood Federation - European Network (IPPF-EN) 

——————————————————– 

In the programmes that the signatory organizations implemented, the following references 
proved particularly useful, and perhaps they can provide a framework for the elaboration 
of the joint EU-Africa Strategy: 
• UNFPA 2003; UNFPA Africa Regional Strategy 2004-2011. 
http://africa.unfpa.org/docs/BackgrounDocuments/1_ARS%20Document%20Dec%20200
3.pdf 
• African Union 2006, Maputo Plan of Action for the operationalisation of the continental 
policy framework for sexual and reproductive health and rights 2007-2010 
http://www.unfpa.org/publications/docs/maputo.pdf 
• Lancet Sexual and Reproductive Health Series 2006, Executive Summary. 
http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/publications/srh_lancetseries.pdf

References on linking SRHR and HIV/AIDS: 
• WHO, UNFPA, IPPF, UNAIDS 2005; Linking Sexual and Reproductive Health and 
HIV/AIDS An annotated inventory. 
http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/stis/docs/inventory_linkages_shr_hiv.pdf 
• WHO, UNFPA, IPPF, UNAIDS 2005; Sexual and Reproductive Health & HIV/AIDS - 
A Framework for Priority Linkages. 
http://www.who.int/reproductive-health/stis/docs/framework_priority_linkages.pdf

References on SRHR and the MDGs 
• UN Millennium Project 2006; Public Choices, Private Decisions: Sexual and 
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Reproductive Health and the Millennium Development Goals. 
http://www.unfpa.org/publications/docs/sexual_health.pdf 
• Key Facts and Figures on Sexual and Reproductive Health from the UN Millennium 
Project. 
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/documents/UNMP1_FactsFigures_SRH.pdf

21. Artur Victoria - March 23, 2007  

The feeling of economic insecurity is growing from populations in all African Countries 
at a point when they risk an escape by iligal migration. 
A preventive policy has to be taken in a shared effort with governements. 
People’s feelings of economic insecurity is higher, the lower their level of human capital. 
Aside from relatively stable demographic characteristics, such as levels of skill or 
education, people’s assessments of the general economic environment as well as recent 
experiences of job-related difficulties affect their sense of job security. 
First, people are likely to develop a sense of their own personal economic future in the 
context of varying national economic conditions–that is, relative to how others are doing. 
Those who perceive the general economic situation negatively can be expected to rate 
their own future as more negative than those who view the state of the economy 
positively.  

Support programs have to be established not only to prevent the growing flow of iligal 
migration but specialy to develop Human Capital in those sufering Countries. That is an 
issue betwen Europe and Africa institutions. 

22. Henryka Manes - March 26, 2007  

As a European who has worked in seven African countries, I am frankly impatient with 
the EU’s discussions about Africa. European countries have been in Africa for centuries. 
We know what works, and what does not (as we have done it all) but we are unwilling to 
step up to the plate. While we politely debate what should be done in Africa, for the 
umpteenth time, China is moving in with solid business contracts for extracting natural 
resources and exchange programs that are not always very advantageous to African 
countries. China will learn. They will gain experience and the already strong dissenting 
African voices will force it to do a better job. In Europe, we are like a broken record: 
revisiting the same issues over and over again.  

We must take Africa seriously, which means that we need to offer real opportunities that 
are solidly structured, and we must demand strict accountability. EU must cut burocracy 
and open participation to small and large entities. We must encourage private / public 
partnerships. Politics must be aligned with economic development (this is where the EU 
could have a crucial role if it is willing to undertake this). Economic development must be 
honest, ethical and transparent in its objectives. Every economic development project 
must have a comprehensive training program to build local capacity. Every implementing 
entity whether private or nonprofit must have a clearly stated exit strategy prior to going 
into an African country to avoid creating dependency and corruption. Local ownership 
should be a priority. All projects in all fields must be culturally sensitive, environmentally 
sound, and protective of indigenous cultural heritage. A special focus on women and 
children should be included in all projects. There is a huge and very well trained African 
Diaspora. We know from other experiences (China, Israel, India, etc.) that the Diaspora is 
one of the most important economic growth engine of any country, especially at the 
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beginning. But for the Diaspora to return there must be real opportunities. EU could 
develop fiscal incentives to help the Diaspora get involved.  

An overall African policy is not very effective because each African country is different; 
it can only be a general outline or a vision that will rally stakeholders and stimulate 
development. It will be relevant once there are quite a few countries with powerful 
success stories so as to organize them into regional markets to create an economic force 
and a powerful negotiator. A ripple effect approach could work: starting with countries 
that have been able to establish some political stability and can be considered as emerging 
democracies and have some economic development under way. Reinforcing them is 
crucial in creating models and supporting those who move in the right direction. Then 
focus on developing countries in their immediate vicinity (if they have the potential and 
meet the criteria above) and create pockets of regional economic force. Then join the 
pockets to create a tipping point and a regional economic force.  

Economic development is at the heart of growth. Multidisciplinary projects need to be 
implemented along side economic development. For example: healthcare, nutrition, 
immunization, education, rural development to prevent huge migration toward urban 
centers, higher education to be aligned with industrial needs; and most of all partnerships 
at all levels to cross fertilize and create open dialogues. All economic projects should take 
into consideration how to involve all strata of society. Models exist for this type of 
multilayered involvement so that all residents benefit from each project.  

Most of all, we have to change our mindsets and move from “eradicating poverty” into 
“BUILDING LOCAL WEALTH”. 

23. Agnès (Aggie) Alando-Hoffer - March 28, 2007  

Education is a key development issue that would benefit from close scrutiny by the 
consultation for a joint EU-Africa strategy. The Millennium Development Goal of 
Education For All is under implementation, more or less, depending. Universal primary 
education has highlighted three main challenges among others:- quality education, 
shortage of teachers and limited resources. The shortage of teachers is mainly due to the 
now infamous structural adjustment programs, which have constrained the ministries of 
education to maintain a staffing establishment of the exact same number of teachers for a 
nearly a decade! Addressing the shortage of teachers in conjunction with that of limited 
resources, would positively impact on the quality of education. 

24. Kate Gooding - April 3, 2007  

In responding to the challenge of HIV/AIDS, more attention must be paid to previously 
neglected groups, particularly disabled people. Contrary to common assumptions, 
research shows that disabled people are at high risk of HIV-infection, with all risk factors 
associated with HIV higher for disabled people (e.g. sexual activity, rape, substance 
abuse). (Groce, N. 2004. Global Survey on HIV/AIDS and Disability, Yale School of 
Public Health). 

Despite this vulnerability, disabled people are often excluded from HIV/AIDS outreach 
and treatment services due to the knowledge and attitudes of health workers and policy 
makers, and the inaccessibility of outreach information and allied services (e.g. domestic 
violence intervention activities and condom distribution).  
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The EU should support the development of more inclusive and accessible HIV prevention 
and care. Any comprehensive approach to HIV/AIDS must take into account those groups 
who are most vulnerable and often missed in mainstream outreach activities. 

25. ecdpm - April 6, 2007  

Lydia Ettema from Marie Stopes International has submitted a comment concerning 
comprehensive reproductive healthcare for populations in crises. 

The EU-Africa Strategy can: 
· Lead the policy environment by identifying the need to address reproductive 
health needs in humanitarian crises. 
· Change the funding environment by allocating new resources for reproductive 
health programmes in humanitarian settings. 

Read the full comment posted on Peace and Security. 

 
 
Développement 
 
1. Jean-Louis Boppe (France) - février 2, 2007  

le Co-développement, càd la valorisation des Diasporas Scientifiques, Techniques et 
Economiques résidant dans les Pays de l’UE, et qui sont volontaires et soucieuses du 
Développement de leurs Pays d’origine, ce Co-développement figure t il parmi les 
priorités de l’ordre du jour provisoire ? 

2. Philippe Panouillot (France) - février 5, 2007  

In my opinion, It is very important to help those countries to develop the enforcement of 
pharmaceutical regulations (pharmacist inspectors) in order to ensure the availability and 
use of safe medication. Counterfeit medication, medication of poor quality, second hand 
marketdrugs are a plague. 

3. Guy De Keyser (Belgium) - février 6, 2007  

En matière de développement, il nous semble que ce sont les infrastructures de 
communications qui doivent retenir la priorité. 
Si vous ne pouvez déplacer les productions, quelles soient minières agricoles ou 
industrielles, il est inutile de vouloir examiner une quelconque intégration régionale du 
commerce. 
L’UE, en s’inspirant de sa propre histoire, semble avoir oublié que le territoire européen, 
maillé de voies de communications n’a rien de comparable avec le continent africain. 
Il n’est donc pas étonnant de devoir relever les hésitations africaines devant le rouleau 
compresseur du projet des APE 

4. Moussa Bagayoko (Mali) - février 7, 2007  
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Les politiques de developpement en Afrique doivent prendre en compte l’identité 
culturelle des peuples sans quoi elles seront vouées à l’echec.  

D’autre part la question que nous africains nous nous posons est-ce que les partenaires au 
developpement comme l’UE veulent réellement aider ou veulent-ils justes des pays 
stables pour les fournir des matières premières et dont les fils ne viennent pas chez eux en 
clandestins. Car ce qui dit officiellement dans des sommets comme lisbonne 2007 et sa 
mise en oeuvre sur le terrain.sont souvent differents. 

5. Rosalie OUOBA (Tchad) - février 12, 2007  

Bravo pour cette initiative! 
Il était temps que les autorités comprennent enfin qu’il ne peut y avoir un développement 
réussi dans une partie de ce monde alors qu’une autre partie vit dans une sorte de monde 
incertain, sans Espérance! 
Il faut donc être pour le moins prudent et accepter tout le monde avec ses différences et 
donner les mêmes chances à tous pour que les prochaines décennies soient celles où nous 
vivrons tous dans un MÊME MONDE! 
Les dirigeants de l’Afrique sont interpellés pour enfin donner la parole aux Africains et 
aux Africaines , afin qu’ils,elles donnent leur vision du monde dans lequel ils,elles veulent 
vivre et en solidarité avec et les Européens et les autres Peuples du Monde! 
Croire que les Africains et les Africaines qui vivent aussi dans le monde rural savent aussi 
ce qu’ils ,elles attendent et conçoivent leur avenir, il faut seulement être capable de 
comprendre leur langage! 
Que cette occasion ne soit encore une occasion de ratée! 

6. Diouf Boucar - février 13, 2007  

Je pense que les plus prioritaires sont les investissements sur la personne (santé, 
éducation, formatin, …) et les infrastructures. 

7. Flaubert DJATENG (Cameroun) - février 13, 2007  

Pour ce qui est de l’Intiative PPTE, les membres du Zenü Network (www.zenu.org) 
pensent ceci, notamment au niveau du Cameroun : 

Pour ce qui est de la mise en œuvre du processus PPTE 

 De concevoir et mettre en oeuvre un mécanisme de financement des⊗ micro-projets au 
niveau local (par exemple guichet unique ou autre processus) 

 De décentraliser la gestion financière des ressources PPTE en ce⊗ qui concerne les 
micro-réalisations avec une répartition claire pour les montants destinés à la société civile. 

⊗ D’assurer l’exécution dans les délais, des projets PPTE déjà approuvés 

 De renforcer les capacités des acteurs sociaux (société civile et⊗ services techniques) 
dans la planification, l’exécution, le suivi et l’évaluation des micro-réalisations et des 
plans de développement local 

Pour le CTS 
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⊗ Prendre en compte dans le DSRP final l’éducation civique parmi les orientations du 
secteur de l’éducation 

⊗ Prendre en compte les spécificités provinciales et locales dans la mise en œuvre du 
DRSP final 

 Rendre réellement participatif le « débat » autour du DRSP final⊗ entre la Société civile, 
le Gouvernement et les Partenaires au développement 

Pour le CCS – PPTE 

 De renforcer les mécanismes de communication et d’information pour⊗ permettre à la 
société civile de s’arrimer au processus de budgétisation de la loi de finance 

 De fixer les dates butoires de proposition des projets de manière⊗ à permettre leur 
inscription à temps dans la loi des finances 

⊗ De produire en anglais et français tous les documents destinés au public 

Pour les Ministères techniques 

⊗ De concevoir lors de la mise en œuvre des stratégies sectorielles, des programmes où 
s’inscrivent les micro-réalisations 

Pour tous les acteurs de développement 

 D’appuyer les mécanismes d’information et d’explication de⊗ l’initiative PPTE à travers 
l’organisation des séminaires, ateliers, visites d’études, etc. dans tout le pays et à 
l’extérieur. 

 D’appuyer la mise en place au niveau local des comités⊗ pluridisciplinaires de revue des 
micro-projets avant leur transmission au CCS - PPTE 

8. Bitomwa Lukangyu (RDC) - février 14, 2007  

L’Afrique et l’Europe sont obligées de collaborer pour le bien être de leurs deux vieux 
continents. Nous aimerions que les deux continents puissent plus collaborer dans la 
protection des ressources naturelles. En Afrique il y a encore des végétaux et des animaux 
qu’il faut bien conserver pour l’avenir de l’humanité, je crois que si les Européens et les 
Africains font des jumelages sincères, ils vont bien protéger ces ressources qui sont en 
train de se détruire par manque des moyens. 

L’agriculture africaine est mal faite, les Africains sont dépourvus de moyens pour bien 
exploiter leurs ressources. Si les hommes d’affaires Européens, appuient les ingénieurs 
agronomes africains pauvres, en leurs donnant des moyens financiers et des équipements 
appropries, les africains ne peuvent plus commettre les mêmes erreurs que les fermiers 
européens. Moi je suis agronome congolais, j’ai le souci de bien exploiter le sol 
agronomique riche et fertile de la RD Congo, mais je suis dépourvu de possibilités et 
toutes mes connaissances restent sans être utilisées. 

9. Michel BOYE (France) - février 20, 2007  
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Je suis de ceux qui pense que le développement passe par une mobilisation effective des 
acteurs et décideurs de terrin lus, acteurs socio-économique et associations de jeunes de 
territoires ( communes et département ou équivallent) autour de filiéres socio-
économiques porteuses productrices de richesses et créatrices d’acivités et d’emploi.  

C’est donc bien autour e dynamiques de ce type qu’il s’agit de co- construire le 
développement socio-économique en articulant troisz perspectives complémentaires: celle 
du dévelopopement économique, celle de l’insertion efin celle de l’initiative et de la 
responabilité individuelle et collective. Dans cette approche on peut alors parler de 
codéveloppement et de mobilisation de la diaspora 

Je suis interéssé à poursuivre des échanges sur cette thématique 

10. Tamokwé, Economiste; chercheur invité à l'université de Rennes - février 22, 2007  

“Privatiser la gestion des ressoures PPTE pour en optimiser les rendements” 

A l’occasion du séjour du Directeur du FMI au Cameroun, nous avons signé un article 
dont nous voudrons ici partager la teneur avec tout ceux qui sont intéressés par la 
problématique d’une gestion optimale des fonds PPTE. la teneur de ce article intitulé 
“pour une utilisation optimale des fonds PPTE” est la suivante: 

“Les fonds PPTE sont une véritable manne que le Cameroun devrait veiller à ne pas 
dilapider s’il veut échapper durablement à l’étreinte étouffante de la dette. Une approche 
optimale serait donc de gérer ces fonds de façon telle qu’ils ne s’épuisent pas, au 
contraire…/. Mais alors, la question est comment ?  

Nous ne doutons pas qu’il existe aussi bien dans ce pays qu’à travers le monde de 
nombreuses personnes suffisamment compétentes pour proposer des solutions pertinentes 
à ce problème de gestion optimale des fonds PPTE. Mais comme on a quelquefois besoin 
d’un plus petit que soi, nous utilisons cette tribune pour soumettre notre modeste 
contribution à la critique de ces responsables de l’économie camerounaises qui y 
réfléchissent déjà sûrement. Par responsables de l’économie camerounaises, nous 
entendons en effet tous ceux qui posent des actes susceptibles d’influencer plus où moins 
directement les performances économiques à court, moyen ou long terme de notre pays. 
Ils s’agit donc à la fois des décideurs - exécutifs, des consultants – conseillers et des 
académiciens intéressés par les performances économiques de notre cher, beau et 
potentiellement très riche pays. A l’attention de tous ces respectables responsables, 
comme un pavé dans la marre, nous proposons la modeste réflexion suivante exprimé 
sous forme de question sujet à débat :  

« Et si on confiait la gestion des fonds issus de l’initiative PPTE à un organisme 
international (public et privée), sélectionner par appel d’offre international sous la 
garantie à la fois de la banque mondiale et du gouvernement de l’organisme considéré ? » 

L’organisme sélectionner se comportera alors comme une espèce de banque de 
développement qui se contenterait de gérer les fonds issus de l’initiative PPTE en les 
utilisant pour financer les projets de développement rentables. Il faut insister sur la 
rentabilité car ces fonds devront être gérés comme de véritables crédits bancaires accordés 
à taux réduits pour des projets de développements initiés par des personnes physiques ou 
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morales. L’organisme se rémunèrera sur les bénéfices tirés des crédits et veillera au 
remboursement des crédits octroyés.  

Entre autre avantages de cette approche on peut citer : 
1- la pérennité des fonds 
2- l’accélération de la consommation des crédits car l’organisme sera incité à financer le 
plus de projet possible pour maximiser ses profits 
3- le transfert de l’expertise et de l’ingénierie financière car l’organisme sélectionné 
veillera autant que faire se peut à la réussite des projets financés. Pour cela il devra 
quelque fois offrir une assistance technique aux promoteurs de projets 
4- une efficacité et efficience supérieure : les risques de favoritisme et de clientélisme 
dans la sélection des projets à financer seront limités. Les projets financés seront 
effectivement réalisés et effectivement bénéfiques pour les communautés. 
5- limitation de la corruption : le risque de corruption sera nécessairement réduit à partir 
du moment où l’organisme ne dépend pas de l’administration.  

On peut ainsi songer à un contrat qui oblige l’organisme à investir exclusivement dans des 
projets liés au développement du Cameroun, un audit de sa gestion devant être réalisé 
chaque année par l’Agence multilatérale de garantie des investissements (MIGA) de la 
banque mondiale qui devra obligatoire être l’un des garants, cet audit détaillé devra être 
publié. 

Et pour bénéficier des vertus la concurrence, on peut même songer à confier ces fonds à 2 
organismes plutôt qu’à un seul. A la faveur de leur concurrence, leur efficacité globale 
pourrait s’en trouver améliorer.  

Cette réflexion faite, nous nous sommer demander pourquoi les théoriciens de la Banque 
Mondiale et du FMI n’ont pas songer à une telle approche pour la gestion de Fonds de 
l’initiative PPTE.  

Une réponse possible est peut-être la volonté de ne pas courir le risque être accusé de 
confisquer la souveraineté des Etats ? C’est là sûrement l’une des limites de notre 
proposition. Mais alors serait-ce plus dur à assumer que leur package de conditionnalités ? 
La réponse négative semble aller de soi. 
Notre espoir que cette réflexion puisse avoir la vertu de faire naître chez certaines des 
éminences responsables de l’économie camerounaise de nouvelles idées qui leurs 
permettront de peaufiner la stratégie qu’ils propose(ro)nt pour la gestion optimale des 
fonds PPTE.” 

Vous remarquerez que la présent contribution est intitulé “Privatiser la gestion des 
ressoures PPTE pour en optimiser les rendements”. Nous pensons en effet (mais à tords 
peut-être) que l’inertie caractéractéristique des administrations publiques dans les pays 
africain est de nature à compromettre les retombées escomptées des fonds PPTE. 
Dans le cadre du présent débat, nous suggérons donc simplement que l’Europe 
interviennement activement dans le dispositif que nous proposons soit au côté de l’agence 
multilatérale de garanties des investissements, soit à travers une autre agence qui pourrait 
jouer le même rôle. Il s’agit en fait d’assurer aux poputlation défavorisées d’être 
véritablement et effectivement bénéficiaires de ces ressources conformément aux objectifs 
énoncés par les prinipaux promoteurs de l’initiative pays pauvres et très endettés. 
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Enfin, pour revenir au commentaire ci-dessus sur le même sujet (N° 7 de M. Faubert 
Djateng), nous pensons que cette privatisation favorisera la mise en oeuvre des 
recommandation des membres du Zenü Network (www.zenu.org) notamment : 
” 
 De concevoir et mettre en oeuvre un mécanisme de financement des⊗ micro-projets au 
niveau local (par exemple guichet unique ou autre processus) 

 De décentraliser la gestion financière des ressources PPTE en ce⊗ qui concerne les 
micro-réalisations avec une répartition claire pour les montants destinés à la société civile. 

 D’assurer l’exécution dans les délais, des projets PPTE déjà approuvés⊗ 

 De renforcer les capacités des acteurs sociaux (société civile et⊗ services techniques) 
dans la planification, l’exécution, le suivi et l’évaluation des micro-réalisations et des 
plans de développement local 
” 
Nous restons cependant ouvert à toutes les critiques relatives à cette proposition qui nous 
le reconnaissons n’est pas très catholique. 

11. Blanchard Jean-Marie - février 23, 2007  

L’UE devrait avant tout soutenir des projets de renforcement des capacités des ressources 
humaines africaines ..en effet, il est maintenant prouvé que l’Afrique ne se développera 
pas grâce aux initiatives et programmes conçus à l’extérieur ..l’Afrique se développera à 
son propre rythme et conformément à ses propres choix …rien ne sert de continuer à 
investir dans des projets qui ne répondent à de tels critères! 
Au contaire, contribuer à la formation des hommes et des femmes, soutenir 
financièrement les jeunes entrepreneurs constituent autant de véritables leviers de 
développement, fondateurs d’un développement pérenne parce que choisi et engagé par 
les africains eux-mêmes …de mieux en mieux formés 

12. DURAND FELICIEN PROSPER - février 24, 2007  

Pour trouver de bonnes stratégies pour le développement du partenariat Europe / Afrique, 
il urge de bien connaître la problématique et les politiques en cours pour atteindre les 
objectifs fixés ensemble. Principe : gagnant - gagnant 

En regroupant les problèmes de nos sociétés, on apprécie aisément les conséquences 
globales de l’urbanisation, qui apparaissent principalement sur trois plans: 

- Plan économique 

Au regard de l’évolution prévisible selon les projections statistiques, l’on peut évaluer le 
nombre de logement à construire, des écoles, des lycées, des dispensaires, d’hôpitaux à 
édifier, le nombre d’emplois à créer, le volume d’eau potable à distribuer, la quantité 
d’énergie à fournir, le tonnage de déchets à éliminer et d’aliments à produire pour 
satisfaire la population. 

Remarque:  
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Dans bon nombre de pays surtout en Afrique, l’urbanisation s’est faite sans 
développement économique susceptible de l’expliquer ou de la justifier. 

- Plan politique 

La cité est le siège des décisions politiques pour la direction des affaires nationales et 
internationales. L’espace urbain est un espace de brassage et d’affrontement entre les 
courants les plus contradictoires. 

Remarque: 

Le maintien de la stabilité sociale dans les cités géantes est une véritable gageure pour les 
pouvoirs politiques en place et ce, en dépit de tous les moyens de gestion et de contrôle 
qu’offrent la science et la technologie modernes. 

Plan socio-culturel 

Le développement des bidonvilles et la multiplication des taudis 
engendrent des fléaux sociaux qui atteignent vite un seuil intolérable. 

Remarque: 

La ville, écrit le professeur Albert TEVOEDRE, accumule sans doute les impasses et les 
échecs les plus significatifs de notre temps. 

Bref, on reconnaît aujourd’hui que l’urbanisation est à la fois un vecteur de la 
modernisation et sa conséquence. Bien q’elle ne soit pas nécessairement un mal ou un 
frein au développement dont elle est l’un des éléments essentiels, l’on ne doit pas 
cependant perdre de vue qu’elle intéresse avant tout l’homme et son environnement, la 
société dans son ensemble, qui reste en amont et en aval de tout progrès. 

J’attire toujours l’attention des uns et des autres, sur le fait que le rôle des planificateurs 
des programmes et projets est donc d’inciter à prendre des risques avec le secteur privé. 
Ainsi, le partenariat secteurs publics secteurs privés assurera le développement réel de nos 
cités à partir d’une vision concertée. 

13. gerardja - février 25, 2007  

Bonjour à toutes et tous, 

Sur la dette 

Oui, il faut clairement la supprimer, immédiatement, intégralement et sans conditions. La 
justification d’une telle décision relève à la fois de l’histoire et de la politique.  

Pour l’histoire :  

1) le reste du monde et, notamment, plusieurs Etats de l’UE ont très largement bénéficié 
au cours des siècles passés de ce qui, aujourd’hui certes, s’apparente à des 
comportements-voyous. Il est donc légitime d’indemniser (je ne dis pas compenser, ce 
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faux-amis franco-anglais) l’Afrique de tout ce passé qu’elle a subi, même si cela s’est 
parfois fait avec la complicité de certains dirigeants africains de l’époque ; 

2) au cours du siècle dernier, l’Afrique a apporté de ô combien pécieuses contributions à 
la défense du monde libre. Cela mérite également reconnaissance. L’abandon total de la 
dette peut en être la forme. 

Pour la politique 

Comme pour la corruption - il n’y a pas de corrompu s’il n’y a pas de corrupteur -, pour 
aboutir à un sur-endettement, il faut qu’il y ait “sur-emprunteur”, mais aussi “sur-prêteur”. 
Qu’il s’agisse des banques privées, des banques “multilatérales”, des fournisseurs avec 
leurs crédits-fournisseurs ou des Etats, prêter sans s’assurer des capacités réelles de 
remboursement est agir de manière coupable, certains diraient criminelle ! 

On pourrait, comme dans différents pays d’Europe, penser à mettre en place des 
“Commissions de sur-endettement”… mais cela serait encore une fois perdre du temps 
comme on le fait depuis plus de 30 ans avec les diverses formules d’allègement de la 
dette. Il faut en finir une fois pour toute. D’autant plus qu’il est tellement évident que ce 
sur-endettement même interdit tout bonne gouvernance.  

Aucun gouvernement d’aucun Etat sur-endetté ne peut aujourd’hui mobiliser ces citoyens 
sur quelque programme que ce soit de bonne gouvernance tant il lui est impossible de 
démontrer qu’il peut agir tous les jours, efficacement pour le développement de l’IDH 
dans son pays. 

Ceci étant fait, il convient que la nouvelle situation financière des pays concernés ne 
conduise pas de nouveaux, au fil des mois et des années, à de nouvelles situations de sur-
endettement ! 

C’est ce que je vais aborder dans une autre message, cette fois, sur le financement du 
développement. 

Bien à vous. 

14. gerardja - février 25, 2007  

Bonjour à toutes et tous, 

Sur le développement et son financement 

1) Un vrai débat doit avec lieu entre UA et UE sur quelques questions liées au commerce 
mondial pour aboutir à des vues communes à négocier avec l’OMC qui devrait devenir 
une OM du Développement au sein du Groupe des Nations-Unies. Comment un jeune 
Etat sans barrières tarifaires ou autres peut-il résister aux importations qui lui interdisent 
tout développement interne ? Avons-nous oublié que lors du démarrage de notre propre 
développement industriel les coûts de transports étaient tels qu’ils constituaient à eux 
seuls une véritable protection des marchés et productions locales ? Aujourd’hui, sans 
parler même des poules et poulets que l’Afrique ne peut même plus produire, le ciment 
provenant de l’autre bout du monde, est moins cher que celui fabriqué localement dans 
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une usine sans économie d’échelle ! Il faut en finir avec l’application des mêmes règles à 
des Etats dans des conditions si totalement différentes ! 

2) Oui, il est souhaitable que l’UE s’apprête à “soutenir n’importe quel programme de 
développement retenu par les gouvernements africains et l’UA ?” Mais s’apprêter à ne 
veut pas dire automatiquement soutenir. 

Tout projet qui lui est soumis doit faire l’objet d’une analyse économique et sociale 
commune, sur la base des règles d’évaluation du bailleur. Après quoi, trois solutions : 
- ou le projet a convaincu l’UE de son intérêt pour le (les) pays concernés ou le (les) 
peuple(s) bénéficaires et alors il convient de contribuer à son financement total ou partiel 
sous forme exclusive de dons et/ou de participation en capital-risque ! 
- ou le projet n’a pas convaincu et il serait sage de ne pas s’y associer. 

Ceci dit, rien n’empêche l’UE de concentrer ses dons ou investissements risqués sur tels 
ou tels secteurs qui, à l’issue du dialogue qui commence, seraient conjointement reconnus 
comme les plus utiles à l’accroissement de l’IDH des Etats-membres de l’UA. 

Un mot encore sur un mode de financement spécieux et dommageable aux peuples en 
raison de l’absence de transparence qui les caractérisent : l’UE devrait engager chacun de 
ses Etats à interdire tout pré-financement ou avances sur ressources pétrolières futures. 

Bien à vous. 

15. gerardja - février 25, 2007  

Bonjour encore à chacune et à chacun, 

Sur la question des migrations 

Trois petits rappels à ceux qui - par le plus grand des hasards évidemment - ont eu la 
chance de naître là où les conditions de vie sont plus favorables qu’ailleurs et qui ont une 
très facheuse tendance à l’oublier :  

1) Le préambule de la Déclaration universelle des droits de l’Homme : 

“Considérant que la reconnaissance de la dignité inhérente à tous les membres de la 
famille humaine et de leurs droits égaux et inaliénables constitue le fondement de la 
liberté, de la justice et de la paix dans le monde. 

Considérant que la méconnaissance et le mépris des droits de l’homme ont conduit à des 
actes de barbarie qui révoltent la conscience de l’humanité et que l’avènement d’un 
monde où les êtres humains seront libres de parler et de croire, libérés de la terreur et de la 
misère, a été proclamé comme la plus haute aspiration de l’homme. 

Considérant qu’il est essentiel que les droits de l’homme soient protégés par un régime de 
droit pour que l’homme ne soit pas contraint, en suprême recours, à la révolte contre la 
tyrannie et l’oppression. 

Considérant qu’il est essentiel d’encourager le développement de relations amicales entre 
nations. 
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Considérant que dans la Charte les peuples des Nations Unies ont proclamé à nouveau 
leur foi dans les droits fondamentaux de l’homme, dans la dignité et la valeur de la 
personne humaine, dans l’égalité des droits des hommes et des femmes, et qu’ils se sont 
déclarés résolus à favoriser le progrès social et à instaurer de meilleures conditions de vie 
dans une liberté plus grande. 

Considérant que les Etats Membres se sont engagés à assurer, en coopération avec 
l’Organisation des Nations Unies, le respect universel et effectif des droits de l’homme et 
des libertés fondamentales. 

Considérant qu’une conception commune de ces droits et libertés est de la plus haute 
importance pour remplir pleinement cet engagement. 

L’Assemblée générale proclame la présente Déclaration universelle des droits de l’homme 
comme l’idéal commun à atteindre par tous les peuples et toutes les nations afin que tous 
les individus et tous les organes de la société, ayant cette Déclaration constamment à 
l’esprit, s’efforcent, par l’enseignement et l’éducation, de développer le respect de ces 
droits et libertés et d’en assurer, par des mesures progressives d’ordre national et 
international, la reconnaissance et l’application universelles et effectives, tant parmi les 
populations des Etats Membres eux-mêmes que parmi celles des territoires placés sous 
leur juridiction” : 

2) article 2 : 

“1.Chacun peut se prévaloir de tous les droits et de toutes les libertés proclamés dans la 
présente Déclaration, sans distinction aucune, notamment de race, de couleur, de sexe, de 
langue, de religion, d’opinion politique ou de toute autre opinion, d’origine nationale ou 
sociale, de fortune, de naissance ou de toute autre situation. 

2.De plus, il ne sera fait aucune distinction fondée sur le statut politique, juridique ou 
international du pays ou du territoire dont une personne est ressortissante, que ce pays ou 
territoire soit indépendant, sous tutelle, non autonome ou soumis à une limitation 
quelconque de souveraineté” ; 

3) et surtout son article 13.2 : 

“1. Toute personne a le droit de circuler librement et de choisir sa résidence à l’intérieur 
d’un Etat. 

2. Toute personne a le droit de quitter tout pays, y compris le sien, et de revenir dans son 
pays.”  

Il serait précieux que, dans ses échanges avec l’UA, l’UE engage une réflexion sur la mise 
en oeuvre et le respect de ce droit universel à quitter son pays, à circuler librement et à 
choisir sa résidence à l’intérieur d’un Etat et même à revenir dans “son” pays. 

Dès lors, il deviendra possible de parler “d’émigration choisie” - mais choisie par les 
intéressés eux-mêmes - et non d’immigration “subie” ou même “choisie”, immigration qui 
devrait être condamnée au nom de la Déclaration universelle des droits de l’Homme. 

Bien à vous. 
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16. Mukakalisa Agnes/ Rwanda - février 26, 2007  

Si réellement EU veut contribuer au développemt de l’Afrique, les infrastructures et le 
renforcement des capacités des ressources humaines seront priorités. 

17. Basile AWASSI - février 27, 2007  

Je vous remercie pour l’initiative et je crois que cela participe des préalables à la 
détermination du type de relations devant exister entre l’UE et l’Afrique. 
Les relations actuelles entre l’UE et l’Afrique ne sont pas stratégiques et ne s’inscrivent 
pas dans une logique de développement. Ce n’est pas seulement une question d’argent 
mais c’est d’abord une question de vision et de volonté d’aider réellement l’Afrique à se 
prendre en charge. Pour ce faire quels sont les déterminants sur lesquels il faut agir? quels 
sont les secteurs surlesquels les efforts doivent être concentrés? Quelles sont les leçons 
qui ont été tirées des expériences des pays émergents? Comment les populations sont elles 
impliquées dans le processus d’élaboration des programmes de développement? 
L’éducation, la santé, les infrastructures de base ( energie, communication et transports), 
la formation, la gouvernance sont des secteurs sur lesquels des efforts doivent être 
concentrés. 
Enfin l’aide de l’UE doit être massive et soutenue mais assortie de résultats; 
Meilleures salutations 

18. ecdpm - mars 2, 2007  

Sur la page anglaise, Valentina Mazzucato (Pays-Bas, 14/2) soutient que la question de 
la migration est essentielle. La migration a prouvé de générer des profits en matière du 
développement, bénéfiques aux économies et ménages africains, mais elle est aussi la 
cause de la « fuite des cerveaux ». Les politiques de migration de l’UE sont susceptibles 
d’avoir une influence importante tant sur le potentiel de la migration en termes de 
développement que sur les effets de la fuite des cerveaux. Par conséquent, les politiques 
de migration devraient se formuler en parallèle avec les politiques de développement. 
Lire le commentaire complet en anglais

Plusieurs commentaires ont soulevé la question des personnes handicapées. 
Andrew K. Dube (Afrique du Sud, 16/2) présente la Décennie africaine des personnes 
handicapées. Elle est une initiative de l’UA et une priorité dans son plan de travail. Par 
conséquent, elle requiert l’attention de l’UE. La Décennie offre une occasion unique aux 
États africains pour contribuer aux efforts d’améliorer la vie des personnes handicapées 
sur le continent africain. 
Lire le commentaire complet en anglais

Sur la page anglaise, Dorothea Katharina Rischewski (Royaume-Uni, 22/2) soutient 
que, afin de faire des progrès dans la réalisation des Objectifs du Millénaire pour le 
développement vers l’an 2015, la stratégie conjointe UE-Afrique devrait s’efforcer à 
analyser les besoins de groupes particulièrement vulnérables dans les sociétés africaines, y 
compris les handicapés, les femmes et les enfants. 
Consultez aussi les autres commentaires en la matière sur la page anglaise. 
Lire le commentaire complet en anglais

19. Dr. Gérard Turbanisch, Munich - mars 5, 2007  
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J’observe avec beaucoup de peine toujours un langage de technocartes et de diplomates 
qui exclut déjà par sa nature toute forme d’humanité. Même si on voudrait donner une 
lueur de compassion à ces discours, les résultats de ces dernier demi-siècle d’aide au 
développement sont consternants. Oui, comme d’habitude, nous entendons que les 
partenaires se sont entendus sur une poursuite du partenariat, qu’on aidera désormais les 
veuves et les pauvres, puis on améliora le partenariat entre les structures qui participent à 
cette rencontre importante. 

Un discours mille fois entendu depuis que j’ai commencé moi-même de participer à l’aide 
au développement, c’est à dire au milieu des années soixante-dix! Aujourd’hui, je souffre 
au nom des peuples écrasés, humiliés et confinés depuis des décennies dans les reserves 
afin qu’ils n’aspirent à aucun droit et que leur culture ne puisse s’enrichir librement au 
contact d’autres cultures.  

Cette population, dont nous tous, nous en parlons, c’est à dire 99% du continent africain, 
souffre d’un système d’exploitation d’une autre époque, hérité par les colons, et qui réduit 
les Africains à ne percevoir de la vie que le reflet de celle des plus nantis! C’est un 
esclavage pire que pendant l’époque coloniale, car ce clivage entre frères africains nous 
renvoie dans un monde d’esclavage maquillé au goût de notre temps. La petite 
bourgeoisie africaine diplômée, soit par paresse intelectuelle, soit plus simplement parce 
qu’ayant goûté au mode de vie occidental, n’est pas prête à renoncer à ses privilèges. 

Alors, l’Afrique demande toujours de l’aide. L’aide pour que l’Afrique se passe de l’aide. 
Mais en général, la politique d’assistance et d’aide n’abouti qu’à la désorganisation et à la 
déresponsabilisation dans l’espace économique et social africain. 

Il est temps que l’Afrique refuse l’état de survie et toutes sortes de diktats extérieurs afin 
de créer des conditions d’une dignité à la hauteur des ambitions africains! La libération de 
cette Afrique que nous aimons, de l’immobilisme médiéval ou même de regression 
omniprésente aujourd’hui! Que les gouvernments africains se reveillent et qu’ils prennent 
leurs responsabilités au lieu de chercher des alliés à l’Est ou à l’Ouest, selon la direction 
du vent! 

Nous avons démontré l’exemple avec la commune d’AKAMASOA à Madagascar! Un 
vrai développement en Afrique est alors possible et même très rapidement réalisable. 
Pendant que les “upperclass” discutent sur des colloques intérminables, chaque minute, 
quatre-vingt enfants meurent dramatiquement en Afrique! Quatre-vingts enfants morts qui 
ne semblent pas nuire à la bonne conscience des responsables. 

Nous avons toutes les solutions et les preuves de leur bonne fonctionnement. Que 
attendons-nous de plus? Qu’on continue à nourrir des ronds-de-cuir partout en Afrique, à 
approvisionner les comptes en Suisse et à Vanuatu (c’est nouveau) et que les “experts” en 
tout genre demandent des “retours” importants des aides accordées? Arrêtons ce crime 
contre l’humanité, ce jeu pervers qui dépasse tout génocide imaginable… Une petite 
anecdote. Un ambassadeur africain m’avait écrit officiellement il y a quelques jours que je 
devrais mesurer mes paroles et dire que son pays ne connait point de pauvreté, mais que 
toute la politique inspirerait l’optimisme. Voyez vous, je connais personnellement les 
enfants de son pays qui louchent furtivement vers l’abondance dans les boutiques pour 
riches. Qui meurent dans la rue de faim. Et ce diplomate touche 45.000 Euros par mois de 
revenus net. Sa femme de ménage africaine 4.750 Euros. 
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Il est impossible de continuer comme ça. Insupportable d’accepter que certains êtres 
humains s’elèvent au dessus des autres au prix de centaines de vies humaines… de leur 
propre peuple. 

Un développement - tiède - comme nous le connaissons depuis fort longtemps produit les 
effets invers; il fait regresser l’Afrique! Tous, nous l’avons constaté! Peu de gens osent 
l’avouer par peur de leurs propres rentes. 

Que Lisbonne 2007 ne s’inscrive pas dans la longue liste des rencontres “kaviar”, que les 
participants arrêtent de participer aux massacres des enfants africains par leur 
participation souriante et cordiale, mais que des décisions utiles soient prises pendant 
qu’il est encore temps! C’est ce que je souhaite à cette assemblée du fond de mon coeur! 

20. Jennifer Robert Malumba -Anka Huma asbl /Pont culturel Europe -Afrique - mars 11, 2007  

La culture doit être la priorité des dirigeants politiques africains et européens pour un 
développement durable de l’Afrique. 

Le monde s’ouvre et l’Europe prend une dimension sociale, économique et culturelle de 
plus en plus importante. 
Aujourd’hui, les artistes doivent travailler en étroite collaboration avec les dirigeants 
politiques, et les agents culturels. 
Partageons nos potentiels, afin de réconforter les pleurs et le désespoir par l’harmonie et 
la joie. Artistes, citoyens de la terre, hommes d’espoir d’un nouveau monde, agissons 
tous, impliquons nous d’avantage dans cette marche. 

Malgré les temps modernes de la technologie, les citoyens cherchent toujours à savoir qui 
ils sont, d’où ils viennent … Les Traditions et les Coutumes se perdent peu à peu en 
Europe mais sont encore apparentes dans le continent africain, en Asie et en Amérique du 
Sud. N’oublions pas l’héritage universel de nos ancêtres, n’oublions pas de veiller à la 
paix et à l’harmonie des peuples et des races. 
Malgré les guerres, les maladies, les fléaux naturels, et la pauvreté du continent africain, 
aidons la nouvelle génération à trouver un équilibre et le sens des valeurs. 
Ne coupons pas le cordon trop vite, car chacun grandit selon son rythme avant de devenir 
un homme, une femme. Les cadets ont encore besoin de leurs aînés pour devenir des 
adultes responsables et respectueux, afin de marcher dans le droit chemin. 
Aidons la jeunesse à s’intégrer et à prendre place dans la société en tant que citoyen 
européen et africain, en tant que citoyen universel. Créons une passerelle entre l’Afrique 
et l’Europe, pour la jeunesse africaine et pour la jeunesse européenne, par la redécouverte 
de leurs racines, par la lecture et par diverses actions culturelles. 

Que le sommet à Lisbonne 2007 s’inscrive davantage dans la perspective d’une 
AFRIQUE QUI MARCHE… 

JRM 
Bien à vous. 

21. jean-paul NGUEYA - mars 24, 2007  

“Le comportement que nous adoptons et les actes que nous posons tous les jours peuvent 
être facteurs aux infections au VIH/SIDA. Mais quand ils sont régulés positivement, ils 
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peuvent au contraire être des méthodes pour la prévention de cette pandémie du siècle. 
Etant donné qu’aucune tradition n’est universelle, la meilleure solution pour la prévention 
de l’infection à VIH est simplement une modulation positive des traditions selon les pays, 
les régions et la vie socioculturelle.” 

Jean-Paul NGUEYA 
Consultant International en 
Prévention et Mobilisation Sociale 
1, Allée Fernand Leger Appt 15 
92000 Nanterre France 

22. Agnes Alando-Hoffer - avril 11, 2007  

Il faudrait inclure le développement de l’éducation dans ce grand débat. Selon UNESCO, 
le plan stratégique de l’Éducation en Afrique est avant tout destiné à atteindre l’objectif de 
l’enseignement primaire universel, qui est la grande priorité des autorités. 
Or, il faudrait augmenter les ressources budgétaires ainsi que le nombre de professeurs qui 
eux semblent dépassés par les évènements, surtout après l’introduction de l’enseignement 
primaire universel dans plusieurs pays; sans mentionner l’amélioration de la qualité de 
l’éducation. 
Agnès Alando-Hoffer 
Evaluation Specialist, Comparative International Education; Paris -France 

23. Me. Elie NGONGO On' OLONGO - avril 30, 2007  

La Problématique du “Développement tel qu’ elle est concue au Nord et au Sud”. 

Cette question est détournée de part et d’ autre sur un problème d’ intérêt des uns et des 
autres. 
Le sous - développement du tiers monde devient un fonds de commerce pour les 
mercantilistes du Nord désirant l’ exploitation des entités potentiellement riches au Sud. 
Et les pauvres du Sud s’ endorment sur l’ espérance et l’ autoexploitation. 

A chaque époque, l’ exploitation des plus faibles prend une forme particulière. Elle est 
partie de la Traite des Esclaves à la Colonisation en passant par les Regimes politiques 
autoritaires avant d’ instaurer les Démocraties anormales ( piégées ) qui nous font 
maintenant parachuter à la Mondialisation.  

Dommage ! 

Les sudistes par contre, érigent un clientélisme éhonteux pour une autodestruction de leur 
propre milieu ambiant. 

Qui est perdant et qui est gagnant ? 

Au fonds, toute l’ aventure de la problématique du sous - développement des pays du sud 
reste un une nécessité extériste qui préjudicie à tout prix les terrains d’ exploitation qui 
sont les les pays pauvres au profit des centres transformateurs d’ intérêts perchés au nord. 

En réalité, une vraie solidarité exprimée dans l’ entraide mutuelle réelle n’ existe pas. 
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Les pauvres devront comprendre l’ assistance des centres extérites ne résolvera jamais les 
problèmes de précarités intéristes.  

Les efforts restent à conjuguer sur place pour l’ épanouissement des milieux endogènes. 
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