Leonard Cheshire International

The UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities was approved by the UN last year. This is the first ever human rights treaty for disabled people and provides those formulating the EU-Africa strategy with a unique opportunity to ensure that development policies in Africa truly focus on fully inclusive strategies. There is much talk within this document about the need to focus on the poorest and vulnerable groups. It is therefore important for those formulating the strategy to realise that these groups include large numbers of disabled people.

Disability Mainstreaming:
A substantial problem at the present time is that EU-Africa development projects do not properly mainstream disability. This means that important projects that are needed to build capacity and alleviate poverty amongst disabled people in Africa are not getting funding because EU funding is not available for such group-specific projects. However at the same time, existing funding is not being spent in a fully inclusive way, which means that disabled peoples’ needs are falling through the gap between the theory and the practice of disability mainstreaming. 

To ensure the EU-Africa strategy address this fundamental problem, I would recommend the following actions:

· Data must be gathered about how countries are monitoring targets of inclusion of disabled people

· EU funding streams and the funding of EU member states need to specifically target programmes that include disabled people

· The new UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities should be signed and ratified by members of both the EU and African countries. Countries should recognise the importance of supporting the rights of disabled people and honour their commitments to provide international cooperation between states to ensure these rights are progressively realised.

·  International partnerships should be encouraged to ensure that the rights of disabled people are mainstreamed across all areas of work. There is an important need for a twin-track approach so that until mainstreaming is fully realised, disability focused projects still receive the attention needed. 

· The EU-Africa strategy should review older strategies and identify strengths and weaknesses. It would be helpful to review programmes such as the Action Programme on Disability (1983-1993) and now the Africa decade to ensure that future programmes are more than just statements of good intent without positive substantial gains.

Finally in terms of process it might also be important to recognise that an internet based consultation will reach very few people in Africa, in particular it will not reach the poorest and most vulnerable groups which include disabled people. It is important to look for ways of ensuring that the views of these groups are heard.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this vitally important area of work.

