Rationale

European Union and Africa:
Emerging priorities, opportunities and challenges

At the Lisbon EU-Africa Summit on 7-8 December 2007, the EU and Africa signed a historic Joint Strategy to govern their relationship. The intention of both Europe and Africa is to place the relationship on a more equal footing, based on partnership and mutual accountability, thus moving beyond the recipient-donor relationship of the past. 

The relationship is based on shared values: democracy and respect for human rights, peace and security, trade and regional integration, and sustainable economic development. The EU-Africa Action Plan (2008-2010) identifies eight priority areas in which the two continents will collaborate. However, there are numerous challenges going forward. The most important challenge is the implementation of commitments made in the Strategy and Action Plan. It is the responsibility of all state and non-state actors to ensure the regular monitoring of this process.
The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung and the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) will host an event on 5-6 March 2008 that will focus on the EU-Africa partnership: emerging priorities, opportunities and challenges. This conference will bring together policymakers and academics from both Africa and Europe. 

The conference will concentrate on three emerging priority areas, namely: Democratic governance and human rights; post-conflict reconstruction and the role of the private sector; and the interface between energy security and climate change. Although trade and the economic partnership agreements are of vital importance to the relationship between the EU and Africa, the complexity of the issues, we believe, necessitate a separate discussion, which would allow for drilling into the issues rather than re-hashing stated positions. 

Democratic governance, which is about accountability to the citizens, is a crucial element of development. Africa and Europe have different interpretations of what this entails and about how one deals with non-accountability and human rights abuses.  The session will explore this issue on two levels: First, at the global level in forums such as the Human Rights Council, the ICC, and the UN; second, at the continental level, through supporting the APRM, but also the African Charter of Democracy, Elections and Governance, as set out in the Partnership between the EU and the AU. Of significance to the relationship will be a discussion of how collaboration with the EU on these matters provides greater value than the relationship entered into with new actors.

It will also examine concerns that Africa has about human rights issues in Europe, relating to treatment of migrants and racism, and the difference in emphasis between the two continents between socio-economic and political and civil rights. 

The panel should provide suggestions or examine how bodies such as the Human Rights Commissions, the Pan-African Parliament and the European parliament can cooperate both globally and continentally to improve the governance and human rights environment, and to address different interpretations in practice of governance and human rights.

Cooperation on creating sustainable peace and security in Africa goes beyond the conflict resolution and peacekeeping components that are usually emphasised. Post-conflict reconstruction and development is a vital component of the process. Its success depends not only on governments and aid agencies but also on the active and integrated participation of the private sector. Transitional and newly elected governments often require both expertise and funding to reconstruct the economic base of their countries.  

This session aims to look at the EU-Africa Strategy from this perspective, considering the role of the private sector and examining how mechanisms such as the EU-Africa Business Forum (including the EU Chamber of Commerce) and the EU-Africa Partnership for Infrastructure can be used as vehicles for contributing to sustainable post-conflict reconstruction and development.

Energy security is one of the world’s key challenges over the next decades. This has sparked an accelerated engagement in Africa by external actors, but has compounded concerns about environmental degradation and climate change. This session will ask address three questions linked to the energy security and climate change partnerships announced at the Lisbon Summit: 

First, energy security for whom? How can such a Partnership better prepare African countries for their dealings with external actors, including new players such as China, Russia and India, when it comes to oil and gas extraction? 

Second, has Africa developed a clear, coordinated negotiating position on the continent’s energy security that reflects both the problem as African states perceive it, and possible solutions?

Third, what African initiatives exist in alternative energy sources and what role for the Partnership with the EU in this regard? 

