
Meeting EU Troika - EU CSO interim Steering Group

30 July 2008

Minutes

Re. Civil society participation in the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and Action Plan

On 30 July, DEV.C2 hosted a meeting, chaired by the French Presidency, with the EU CSO Steering Group in charge of following up the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and Action Plan (JSAP) (see list of participants in annex).

Background:

This meeting was organised at the request of the EU CSO SG, following a letter addressed to the EU Troika on 30 May 2008 (see annex). 

Purpose: to discuss the modalities of CSO participation in the implementation of the JSAP, on the basis of a detailed proposal sent by the EU CSO SG on 28 July (see annex). 

Main points discussed: (i) state-of-play re. progress in JSAP implementation: EU implementation teams set up; delays on the African side; Troika Ministerial on 16/09 to approve JSAP institutional architecture; AU-EU Joint Expert Groups foreseen in October; (ii) CSOs status and participation in EU ITs and JEGs; (iii) funding of CSO participation; (iv) invitation to COAFR for outreach to other MS; (v) information-communication: a joint AU-EU web platform is under construction, with an internet section for public information, a public forum for discussions and an intranet section to facilitate exchange of documents and interaction between JEG members, euwi.net is suggested as an example; (vi) mapping of African CSO networks: input from EU CSO SG will be taken into account in the ToRs; possibility to split the exercise in two stages (2008: desk study; 2009: operational phase) will be explored, if funding allows ; (vii) coordination needed with AU CSO Steering Committee.

Operational conclusions: (i) FR PR to disseminate document to MS and organise a meeting with the EU CSO SG at COAFR after September Troika ministerial; (ii) COM to continue exploring funding sources for CSO participation, although MS should also be mobilised on this issue; (iii) formal response to be made to the proposal by COM; (iv) COM to continue exploring funding opportunities for CSO possible participation in joint AU-EU meetings, ahead of Ministerial Troika meetings;  (v) COM to continue exploring opportunities to fund the mapping exercise under the Thematic Programme "Non State Actors and Local authorities", possibly in two stages; (vi) COM to follow up with CIDO on AU CSO Steering Committee; (vii) CSO contribution to the joint meetings will be based on expertise; (viii) EU CSO SG to provide FR PR + COM with a list of EU CSO experts per strategic partnership for the EU ITs / JEGs.
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