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1. General data

	Name and Acronym
	AEGIS - Africa-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies


Centre of African Studies

School of Oriental and African Studies 

Thornhaugh Street 

Russell Square 

LONDON WC1H 0XG

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 20 7898 4370 

Fax: +44 20 7898 4369 

	E-mail: cas@soas.ac.uk
President: Professor Patrick Chabal (patrick.chabal@kcl.ac.uk)
	

	Membership


	Type/nature of members: Academic centres of African studies in Europe. Associate membership for non-European Centres of African Studies. Membership can be of 3 types: full membership, associate membership and observers.

	
	No. of members: 21 (in 12 European countries)

	
	Geographic Focus: All of Africa.

Thematic focus (directly or indirectly relevant to EU-Africa relations): the broad range of humanities and social sciences with regard to Africa.

	
	Members (name, acronym, location):


	Creation date
	1991

	Network Secretariat 
	n.a.

	Key Objectives of the network 
	AEGIS is a research network of European African studies centres, which aims to facilitate dialogue between all those with an interest in Africa. With primary emphasis on Social Sciences and Humanities, AEGIS’ main goal is to improve understanding of contemporary African societies.  AEGIS consequently aims to:

Share intellectual resources for research and advisory purposes;
Conceptualise new research themes;
Improve and disseminate knowledge about Africa;
Provide academic guidance and foster institutional exchanges of students, senior researchers and academic staff;
Promote interdisciplinary approaches to the study of Africa.

	Governance and Management Structure 
	AEGIS is registered as a Foundation in the Netherlands and is governed by a three-member Board. The Board implements the policies of the network as set forth in the AEGIS Annual Plenary Meeting and coordinates AEGIS’ activities, which are organised by the various members. 

Editorial decisions for the Series are made by an AEGIS Brill Editorial Board, appointed by the Annual Plenary Meeting. 

The Board is assisted by a series of specific Working Groups or Task Forces:

· The Scientific Advisory Committee acts as an academic reference group for projects and other scholarly activities of particular relevance.
· The Working Group on New Technologies is responsible for the AEGIS website and the use of electronic media.


Criteria

1. Expertise/ Track record/ Interest*
	
	Expertise and interest is on the broad areas of humanities and social sciences in Africa. Focus appears to be essentially on Africa.

	2. Roles 
& experience in policy dialogue

	Research 
Networking and dialogue between all stakeholders with an interest in Africa (e.g. exchange of ideas, people, knowledge and resources on Africa namely through a policy of inviting African scholars to member institutions; AEGIS researchers from Europe can benefit from institutional affiliations with African institutions associated with AEGIS).
guidance and expertise towards the development of joint graduate teaching and research supervision in African Studies(e.g. joint research supervision); 
the organisation of methodological, theoretical or subject-based state-of-the-art workshops/conferences. 
An academic network of European Africanists. 

Not clear if it aims at linking with (or how) the policy-making world. 

	3. Capacity for policy research and analysis
	Probably exists, but to what extent is linked to the policy-making world and main actors is not clear.

	4. Specific products, outputs/
outcomes 
	Website: http://www.aegis-eu.org. It also provides links to African studies issues elsewhere in Europe and Africa. 

European Conference on African Studies (ECAS) - held every two years.

Africa Yearbook. Politics, Economy and Society South of the Sahara - a publication supported by AEGIS (since 2005). It provides yearly overviews of the major developments in each sub-Saharan African country. All articles are written by renowned specialists on the respective countries, regions and themes. 

AEGIS Series - aims to publish works that bring new approaches or innovative perspectives to topics within the broad field of humanities and social sciences. The first volume (Is violence inevitable in Africa?) appeared in 2005.

Thematic Conferences (e.g. on violence and conflict in Africa; from conflict to civil governance; environment and development)

AEGIS Biennial Summer School

	5. Legitimacy and indicators of impact 
	Legitimacy and impact beyond the circle of European academic centres of African Studies is not possible to evaluate with the information available on the website. It may well exists, but more likely to be on an individual and/or given institution role or link to policy-makers, rather than as a network.

	6. Funding 
	The AEGIS network operates along a cost-effective principle. Its modest financial requirements are supported by regular annual contributions from its members and from ad hoc project/conference funding.


* Peace & Security, governance & Human Rights, Trade & Regional Integration, MDGs, Energy, Climate Change, Migration, Mobility & Employment, Science, Information Society and Space, multilateralism/international politics of relevance to EU-Africa relations. 


