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1. General data

	Name and Acronym
	AERC - African Economic Research Consortium

	Contact 
	3rd Floor-Middle East Bank Towers Building, Milimani Road 

P. O. Box 62882 
00200 Nairobi 

Kenya

Tel: 254 20 2734150 

Fax: 254 20 2734170

Email: exec.dir@aercafrica.org

	Membership


	Type/nature of members: not fully specified, but at least 13 of the members (and funders) are European and North American aid agencies, foundations, Foreign Affairs Ministries, and international financial institutions.

	
	No. of members: at least 13 non-African (not clear from the website if there are more or how many in total)

	
	Geographical focus: All of Africa (predominantly sub-Saharan Africa)

Thematic focus (directly or indirectly relevant to EU-Africa relations): focus is on economic management in Africa and not specifically linked to EU-Africa relations, but of potential relevance to it as thematic areas of research are:


▪
Poverty, Income Distribution and Labour Market Issues


▪
Trade, Regional Integration and Sectorial Policies


▪
Macro economic Policies, Stabilisation and Growth


▪
Finance, Resource Mobilisation and Investment.

Global (and regional) trade and aid issues are the subjects of collaborative research projects, namely: 

· Regional Integration and Trade Liberalisation in Sub-Saharan Africa
· Africa and the World Trading System
· Financial Markets and Monetary Policy: The African Experience
· Africa East-Asia Comparative Development Experiences
· Managing the Transition from Aid Dependence in Sub-Saharan Africa
· African Imperatives in the New World Trade Order.

	
	Members (name, acronym, location):
DFID - UK: IDRC-Canada; the MacArthur Foundation - US; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands; NORAD - Norway; Rockefeller Foundation - US; SIDA - Sweden; Swiss Development Cooperation; SAID; William and Flora Hewlett Foundation; World Bank/IBRD. 

	Creation date
	1988

	Network Secretariat 
	The Secretariat facilitates the realisation of activities according to the research priorities defined by the Programme Committee. It can make proposals to the sub-committee on research of research projects, but it has no decision making power on the research programmes AERC engages upon and promotes. 

Information on the Secretariat staff: not found in the website. 

	Key Objectives of the network 
	AERC is a public not-for-profit organization devoted to advanced policy research and training in economics. Its principal objective is to strengthen local capacity for conducting independent, rigorous inquiry into problems pertinent to the management of economies in sub-Saharan Africa.

Its mandate is threefold: enhancing the capacity of locally based researchers to conduct policy-relevant economic inquiry; promoting retention of such capacity; and encouraging its application in the policy context.

	Governance and Management Structure 
	Board of Directors – elected by the member institutions, is responsible for setting broad policy, providing support for a multi-year programme of activities, and approving annual work programmes and budgets. It is composed by academics and officials from African, European and North American countries. It is composed by 5 directors (at large), 9 member funders, and 3 non-member funders. Four of them are members of the executive committee.

AERC's research priorities are determined by an independent Programme Committee (13 people) drawn from senior African scholars, policy analysts, policy makers and international resource persons.


2. Criteria

	1.Expertise/

Track record/

Interest *
	No specific expertise on EU-Africa relations or limited to it, but interest and expertise on areas of concern to economic policies and management in Africa and on global issues. (See above in membership/thematic focus).


2. Roles 
	& experience in policy dialogue 


	· Research: Thematic, Comparative and Collaborative Research projects, as well as Special Workshops.
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[image: image2]The research programme networks individual researchers in the region, supported by resource persons, doing research on selected themes designated by the AERC Programme Committee as most pertinent to policy needs. Main objectives of the Research Programme:

•
To build a credible local capacity for policy-oriented research


•
To generate research results for use by policy analysts and policy makers


•
To promote links between research and policy


•
To encourage retention of high quality researchers

· Capacity-building, namely through its Training Programme.
· Dialogue and exchange with policy-makers and the policy-making agenda both at national and regional level. AERC's dissemination strategy aims at enhancing the relationship between the economic policy researcher and the policy maker by availing opportunities for the two to meet and discuss topics of most importance and interest in sub-Saharan Africa. It organises face-to-face consultations between researchers and policy makers and among other members of the economics community through: 
· - senior policy seminars afford learning and sharing opportunities to policy makers across the continent (in principal are held annually – the first was in 1995) and provide for a forum for the discussion of policy-oriented syntheses of AERC research and for obtaining feedback from policy makers on the AERC research agenda;
·  National policy workshops provide similar forums at the national level.
Research results are circulated to a wider range of ministries and departments than those responsible for macroeconomic planning and management.

Other options include joining with local policy research institutes to set up forums for presenting and elaborating research results and working through local media to publicize key issues. Specific instruments are also instituted for reaching beyond the traditional policy audience to communicate with civil society, non-government organizations, etc. These include invitations to dissemination workshops; press conferences piggy-backed on research workshops; special bulletins on issues of interest arising from AERC research themes; special focus supplements in leading local newspapers; links with network members to develop targeted policy papers, again arising from AERC activities; multi-media or other presentations at luncheon meetings with, say, chambers of commerce, where researchers would share specific research findings.

	3. Capacity for policy research and analysis
	Capacity to mobilise resources and expertise via 3 elements: First, grants are offered to individuals from academia and policy institutions to conduct research. Second, support systems are established through peer review, workshops and literature. Third, workshops continuously monitor the quality of research.

Outputs and publications attest of its capacity: a total of 162 Research Papers and 42 Special Papers have been published to date; at any given time there are 30-50 Research Papers and other publications in various stages of production.

	4. Specific products, outputs/

outcomes 
	Outreach activities include events such as regional level Senior Policy Seminars, National Policy Workshops, a web-linked information service, and a variety of publications. 

The AERC website (www.aercafrica.org) provides information about the Consortium, makes research and other publications available electronically, and also provides an online discussion forum.

Library on economic issues.

Publications include:


•
Research News - semi-annual newsletter focused on programmatic and related research topics


•
AERC Newsletter - semi-annual newsletter featuring news of broader interest 


•
AERC Research Papers - peer-reviewed, revised and edited results of AERC thematic research


•
Executive Summaries - short, user-friendly synopses (in English and French) of the Research Papers, tailored for busy policy makers who need to keep abreast of economic research 


•
AERC Special Papers - commissioned studies on topics of broad interest to the network


•
Working Papers - internally initiated by the AERC secretariat on a wide range of topics


•
Book-length volumes - own or joint ventures to publish collected results of collaborative research projects.

AERC also undertakes direct outreach, for example through press conferences, and public round table discussions.

	5. Legitimacy and indicators of impact  
	The Consortium's organizational structure allows for ownership of AERC activities by the network of local researchers, an independent determination of the research agenda, and a programme of activities that is responsive to the professional and policy needs in the region, while at the same time ensuring accountability to funders.

See also below for recognition by partner and funding institutions. 

	6. Funding 
	AERC is supported by 17 funders, of which 13 are members of the Consortium (DFID, IDRC-Canada, the MacArthur Foundation, MFA of DK, MFA NL, NORAD, Rockefeller Foundation, SIDA, SDC CH, USAID, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, WB/IBRD), and are charged with the duty of electing a Board of Directors. AERC if funded also by the ACBF (African Capacity-building foundation), AfDB (African Development Bank), EC, Ford Foundation, Melinda and Bill Gates Foundation. 


* Peace & Security, governance & Human Rights, Trade & Regional Integration, MDGs, Energy, Climate Change, Migration, Mobility & Employment, Science, Information Society and Space, multilateralism/international politics of relevance to EU-Africa relations. 
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