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Mission

Our mission is to help build an effective partnership for development between the

European Union and the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP). 

We do this by pursuing two strategic objectives: 

· to strengthen the capacity of public sector and private-sector actors in ACP countries to manage development policy and international cooperation effectively; 

· to improve international cooperation between development partners in Europe and the South.

Core competencies

Our strengths lie in six core competencies and our process-oriented approach: 

· we are a well-connected independent broker of ideas, solutions and knowledge; 

· we integrate the knowledge of practitioners, academics and policymakers; 

· we use dialogue, knowledge sharing and partnership to drive a networking approach; 

· we operate in, and build bridges among, different communities of stakeholders; 

· we are involved in key policy processes over long periods of time; 

· we focus on a few highly relevant policy processes.

Our work is delivered through three thematic programmes:

Development Policy and International Relations

Contributes to debates on the new policy-mix approach that the European Union seeks to promote in its external action, in particular with the ACP and Africa. Two main focal areas are the EU-Africa strategy and aid effectiveness.

Economic and Trade Cooperation 

Contributes to the development of an ACP-EU trade regime that promotes sustainable development and the integration of the ACP countries into the world economy. Two main focal areas are the preparation and negotiation phases of the Economic Partnership Agreements, and the development support needed to enable them.

Governance

Contributes to the search for home-grown governance strategies at all levels in Africa and strengthens the EU capacity to implement and monitor governance support. A major focal area is to promote effective and synergies between policy debates and initiatives on governance in the ACP and in Europe.

In each of three priority issue areas, we are non-partisan and play two main roles: policy process facilitator and knowledge broker.

Policy process facilitator

We are often called upon to support policy consultations and dialogue among different actors in international cooperation. We apply three main approaches:

· Direct facilitation of key policy processes in ACP-EU cooperation; 

· Knowledge creation, sharing and networking for enhanced ACP-EU cooperation; 

· Strategic institutional development partnerships with ACP policy actors. 

Knowledge broker

We value knowledge and perspectives from diverse sources that often provide unique perspectives on the issues we work on. Thus we work with networks and organisations in ACP countries and Europe to ensure that policy processes are well informed (publishing and disseminating the results of these processes through a wide range of channels).

Who we are

The Centre was created in 1986 as an independent foundation. Our main funding is provided by the Dutch Government; the Belgian, Finnish, Portuguese, Swedish, Luxemburg, UK, Irish and Swiss governments provide regular institutional support for specific programmes and activities. Staff (49) and associates work from offices in Maastricht and Brussels; the Board of Trustees has representatives from European and ACP countries.    

