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FICHE for NETWORKS

1. General data

	Name and Acronym
	WANSED - West African Network on Security and Democratic Governance

	Contact
	The Friedrich Ebert Foundation houses temporary their administrative coordination offices in Abuja (Nigeria). 

	Membership
	Type/nature of members: civil society organisations and regional training and research institutions. Founding members are for the most part from West Africa apart from 

	
	No. of members: 24

	
	Geographical focus: West Africa

Thematic focus (directly or indirectly relevant to EU-Africa relations): security, peace, democracy and/or governance. WANSED is structured into four areas of work brought under two permanent working groups: “Policy Dialogue and Advocacy” (coordinated by the SWAC), and “Training and Research” (National War College, Nigeria)

	
	Members (and founders) are for the most part from West African countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea Conakry, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal) aside from SAWC (?) and DSAF (Switzerland).

Members are not specified, other than those mentioned.

	Creation date
	2004

	Network Secretariat 
	n.a., other than the fact that FES in Abuja was housing the Secretariat.

	Key Objectives of the network 
	To mobilise civil society with a view to engaging security sector actors in a strategic partnership for the democratic control and the reform of the sector.

	Governance and Management Structure 
	n.a.


2. Criteria

	1. Expertise/ Track record/ Interest *
	No specific focus on EU-Africa relations. 

The main interest and focus is on security in West Africa and linking with the regional architecture (ECOWAS). 

	2. Roles & experience in policy dialogue
	· Policy dialogue
· Advocacy 
· Training
· Research 
but no specific indication if and how the network is fulfilling its role or what have been the outputs. 

	3. Capacity for policy research and analysis
	No information found.

	4. Specific products, outputs/ outcomes 
	No dedicated website found.

No other information found.

	5. Legitimacy and indicators of impact 
	Institutional Partner of the Sahel and West Africa Club of the OECD.

Its creation and role was meant as part of the process of supporting and strengthening a regional security architecture in west Africa and thus linked to the ECOWAS Secretariat and the ECOWAS Parliament, but no indication of how if and how it has been working and/or linking with the institutional bodies of West Africa security architecture. 

	6. Funding
	Supported by the Friedrich Ebert Foundation's Regional Security Programme, but no information on other sources of support/funding.


* Peace & Security, governance & Human Rights, Trade & Regional Integration, MDGs, Energy, Climate Change, Migration, Mobility & Employment, Science, Information Society and Space, multilateralism/international politics of relevance to EU-Africa relations. 

NOTE: Not clear whether WANSED still exists or how operational it is, or if it has taken another form and designation in the meantime. 
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