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	Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: 5517 700 Fax: 5511299 

Website:   www. africa-union.org


DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

PRESS RELEASE N.112 /2009
AFRICA DAY, MAY 25: «Towards A United, Peaceful & Prosperous Africa»
Addis Ababa, 20 May 2009 – The African Union will on 25 May 2009, join the rest of the African community within the continent and abroad, to celebrate the Africa Day. The Day is observed with respect to the creation of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), by its founding fathers on 25 May 1963 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the current headquarters of the African Union. Later in 2002, Durban, South Africa, the OAU became the African Union (AU). 
This year, the Africa Day is celebrated under the theme: “Towards A United, Peaceful and Prosperous Africa”, in which the element of a peaceful Africa is reflected, in line with the first strategic pillar of the African Union Commission dubbed “Peace and Security”, which is one of the four pillars of the AUC Strategic Plan, 2009-2012.
As the Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC), Mr. Jean Ping, once recalled, the continent is heading towards a more advanced democracy which is sometimes difficult to achieve; hence, there exist many examples of success stories like in the case of Ghana where the elections were conducted peacefully. This, the Chairperson said, is proof that Africa is not only about war and conflicts.  The architecture of peace therefore clearly depicts that peace can be consolidated when there is unity and prosperity. 
Activities marking the Africa Day celebration on May 25, will take place at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. A bazaar of African objects and cultural identity will be organized on that day. To crown the occasion, a cocktail made up of a variety of the different African meals will be served to the public. 
For more information and requests of interviews on this event, contact the following address: 
Ms. Yaye Séne 

Tel : +251 (0) 913 45 31 13
E-mail : nabosene@aol.com
Attached is the program of the Africa Day
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DRAFT PROGRAMME FOR THE CELEBRATION OF
AFRICA DAY 
(Theme: Towards A United, Peaceful & Prosperous Africa)
DATE:

MONDAY, 25 MAY 2009
VENUE:

AUC HEADQUARTERS
	10:30 hrs
	· Arrival of Invited Guests and Staff Members of the AUC. They will proceed 

       to the Plenary Hall and take their respective seats



	10:45 
	· Arrival of the Deputy Chairperson and Commissioners



	10:50
	· Arrival of Mr. Nick Oppenheimmer, Chairman of Brendhurst Foundation



	10:55
	· Arrival of H.E. Seyoum Mesfin, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the FDRE

(He will be received by the Deputy Chairperson  & Commissioners)




	11: 00
	·  Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chairman of Brendhurst Foundation, accompanied by  the  Deputy Chairperson & Commissioners will proceed to the Plenary Hall




11:00 hrs     (     AU Anthem

· Welcome address by Commissioner for Political Affairs 

· Statement by the Deputy Chairperson 

· Statement by Mr. Nick Oppenheimer, Chairman of Brendhurst 

Foundation

· Statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the FDR Ethiopia 

12:30
        (     Visit to the Bazaar organized in collaboration with the Spouses of 




     Commissioners and Ambassadors Group 



     (Venue: area between Building A and B)

13:15
        (     Cocktail Reception to be offered to all invitees

(National dishes: From all Regions of Africa)

17:00 hrs    (     End of Celebration
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