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AFRICAN PARLIAMENTARIANS AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS DISCUSS REGIONAL INTEGRATION 
Addis Ababa, 31 July 2009- Parliamentarians and civil society organizations drawn from the different regions of Africa ended on Thursday, 30 July 2009, a two day workshop on the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) at the African Union Commission Headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  The participants of the workshop underscored the need for African countries to focus on the regional integration process of the continent.
They outlined that EPAs are expected to create opportunities for building regional markets, stimulate investments, integrate the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) into the world economy and help in poverty reduction. The members of parliaments resolved to update participants in their respective constituencies on the EPAs progress report with the assistance of the civil society organizations.  

They arrived at a consensus that national and regional parliaments in Africa need to exercise the oversight function of parliament and assess the progress of regional integration in their respective regions. They also agreed on the issue of establishing regional forum and strategic partnership for parliamentarians, international organizations and civil society to promote public participation and ensure that EPAs are aligned to the development and regional integration objectives and programmes of African countries. The participants recommended high level engagements on EPAs between African countries and the European Commission in order to provide political guidance to resolve complex issues within the EPAs framework. 

They further recommended the need to improve communication between the civil society organizations and governments and assess the level of progress achieved; to conduct evidence based analysis and production sound technical briefs, among others. They requested the African Union Commission to explore the idea of establishing an “Observatory Mechanism” especially for monitoring the EPA implementation. 

The parliamentarians and civil society organizations called on African countries to focus on the strengthening of regional integration and collective self reliance. 
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