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The African Union and

the Libyan Crisis:
Putting the Records Straight

African issues have long suffered from either a lack of exposure in the mainstream media,
marginalization and misrepresentation or from outright silencing. The case of the African
Union�’s intervention in Libya is a classic example of how African efforts go unreported or are
twisted to suit a hostile agenda.

The Commission has been baffled by erroneous reports that the AU�’s actions in Libya were
motivated by a desire to protect Colonel Muammar Qaddafi�’s regime and that, following his
downfall, the Union was delaying recognition of the new Libyan authorities in order to force
the inclusion of the Libyan former leader�’s supporters into the new Government.

There is nothing further from the truth than these assertions. They run contrary to the
decisions taken by the relevant AU organs on the Libyan matter, as they do to the follow up
actions that have been taken by the Commission. It is against this background that I have, on
behalf of the Commission, decided to address publicly the key issue of the AU�’s intervention
in Libya.

Lomé Declaration on Unconstitutional Changes of Government
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Building a consensus on the Elements for a Comprehensive Solution to the Libyan Crisis

ad hoc

ad hoc

Working towards the Implementation of the AU Roadmap

ad hoc

ad
hoc

ad hoc

ad hoc

ad hoc
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Injecting a NewMomentum to the Peace Efforts

ad hoc

ad hoc

Rebuilding the Nation and Addressing the Regional Implications of the Crisis
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We also need to contend with the regional dimensions of the crisis in Libya. The AU has continuously
drawn attention to the proliferation, in the region, of weapons emanating from the Libyan military depots.
To some, these concerns seemed exaggerated when they were first expressed. Today, there is a growing
realization within the international community of the gravity of the threat posed by this situation and the
need for a concerted international action to address it. This is all the more urgent as some of the countries
in the Sahelo Saharan belt are in a fragile situation, having to deal with both latent rebellions and terrorist
groups.

The AU was also at the forefront in highlighting the plight of African migrant workers, calling for concrete
steps to guarantee their safety and security, facilitate the evacuation of those wanting to leave Libya and
support their socio economic reintegration into their countries of origin. This issue should remain high on
the African and international agenda. Needless to stress that the return of large numbers of migrant
workers is putting an additional strain on the countries concerned, with the risk of social tensions that
could degenerate into situations of crisis.

Moving Forward: Asserting Africa�’s Leadership, Deepening Democracy

As Libya moves ahead to open a new chapter in its troubled history, we need to reflect on the events that
took place, to grasp the full implication of the situation and draw lessons for the future.

One of the aspects highlighted by the crisis in Libya relates to the reluctance of some members of the
international community to fully acknowledge the AU�’s role. Yet, lasting peace on the continent can only
be achieved if efforts to that end are based on the full involvement of Africa and a recognition of its
leadership role because, as stressed by the Summit in August 2009, without such a role, there will be no
ownership and sustainability; because we understand the problems far better; because we know which
solutions will work, and because, fundamentally, these problems are ours, and our peoples will live with
their consequences.

Asserting Africa�’s leadership will also require that, as highlighted by the PSC on the occasion of its solemn
launching, on 25 May 2004, we do not shrink from decisive actions to overcome the challenges
confronting the continent; that there is no conflict on the continent that will be considered to be out of
bounds for the African Union; and that where grave abuses of human rights occur, the AU is the first to
condemn, and to take swift action, consistent with the letter and spirit of the Constitutive Act of the Union
and other relevant instruments that we subscribe to.

We also need, as one African scholar put it, to see how best we can expedite political transformation to
keep external intervention at bay and avoid situations in which outsiders are arbitrating our internal
differences. In this respect, I am pleased to note that, following the request made by the PSC, the AU
Panel of the Wise is currently undertaking a comprehensive review of the existing mechanisms relating to
democratization and governance in Africa, and will make recommendations on how best to strengthen
them. I wholeheartedly look forward to these recommendations.

The military conflict in Libya has now ended with the demise of Col. Gaddafi and Libya is turning a new
page. Our task is to help Libya address the many challenges confronting it. The new authorities have to
engage all relevant Libyan stakeholders in rebuilding the nation and embark upon the necessary process
of reconciliation. The African Union is ready to work with the people of Libya, the United Nations and the
international community at large, as the Libyans strive to build a new nation.
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