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Joint Africa EU Strategy and Action Plan 
Partnership on the Millennium Development Goals 

 
Report of the Fourth Joint Expert Group meeting 

12 March 2010, Addis Ababa 
 
 

Co-Chairs: 
Amb. M. A. Smaoui –  Director-General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tunisia 
Mark Mallalieu – Head, Africa Directorate, DFID, UK 
 
Attendees: See Annex A 

Meeting Objectives: 

(a) Convergence of ideas regarding the structure 2nd Action Plan to present to the Africa-
Europe Ministerial Political Dialogue in April 

(b) Agree the broad elements of a joint statement to submit to the same meeting  
(c) Agree on areas where the partnership can make a specific contribution in the last year of 

the 1st Action Plan 
 
1. There was a rich and wide-ranging discussion at this well-attended meeting, which was held 

back to back with an AU MDG Review meeting, thus enabling a more subject experts to attend 
than has previously been the case. 

Progress under the 1st Action Plan 

 

2. The UK Chair opened the meeting by noting that good progress has been made on many 
individual activities within the roadmap.  However, the issue remains that the partnership is not 
directly responsible for delivering roadmap activities. Significant changes are needed to ensure 
the partnership works with greater speed & efficiency and is able to make a clear contribution 
towards delivering the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).    
  

3. The Africa-Europe Political Dialogue (end April) presents an opportunity to demonstrate 
progress made by the MDG partnership. The EC noted that examples of successes resulting 
from joint European-African collaboration included: the Food Facility; the Vulnerability Flex; 
MDG contracts within budget support approaches; and the annual MDG reporting against 
sexual & reproductive health rights. In addition, the issue of strengthening pharmaceutical 
innovation and capacity of African member states was addressed at the Pretoria experts 
meeting on 18-20 February.  The AUC noted that many countries have launched the AU 
Campaign on Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa (CARMMA) although work 
is needed to ensure the campaign strategy is implemented.  

2nd Action Plan  

 
4. Participants agreed that, moving towards a 2nd action plan. the partnership will need to ensure 

a more focused approach, addressing those areas where it could add real value. Activities 
undertaken should be time bound, have clear lead actors and have agreed reporting 
arrangements and processes.  

 
5. While it was agreed that financing remains a difficult issue across the Joint Strategy, there are 

very substantial EU and domestic resources devoted to progress against the MDGs. The 
partnership should play a catalytic role in neglected areas and focus attention, where possible, 
on attracting funding for specific activities.  
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Restructuring Proposal 

 
6. The informal Casa Africa meeting in February 2010 agreed that the JAES partnerships should 

consider partnership re-structuring options to present to the Political Dialogue meeting in April. 
The UK presented the attached restructuring proposal paper. 

 
7. A critical success factor will be tight focus on a few key issues, to ensure the Commissions and 

interested Member States partnership have the capacity to fully engage. The work taken 
forward by individual task groups should be time-bound (perhaps a year to 18 months). The 
priority issues can be expected to attract those actors who have both a keen interest in the 
issue and expertise or financial resources to offer.  

 
8. There was broad agreement to focus attention on the priorities of the AUC, e.g. as set out in its 

Strategic Plan.  
 
9. There were concerns that a tighter focus could represent a scaling back of the partnership’s 

ambition.  The partnership agreed that the new structure should incentivise participation and 
play an advocacy role, linked with political leadership from the higher level JAES structures. 

 
10. To increase ownership of the process, the steering group should be led by two member states 

from both the African and European sides. There should be a continuing role for the 
commissions, civil society, RECs & the private sector and a continued focus on electronic 
communications.  The task groups need to have clear terms of reference, including strong 
reporting criteria.   The terminology may need further consideration, including whether to retain 
the term “Joint Experts Group”.  

 
11. There should also be a clear link into funding instruments. The idea of a ‘1 Stop Shop’ outlined 

in the proposal paper attracted debate. While it was seen as a potentially useful mechanism 
across the JAES, it was not clear that there would be full support for the idea, given the 
resource implications of setting up and running such a mechanism.  

 
12. There was broad agreement on the value of reporting that highlights the contribution made by 

EU-African programmes to achieving the MDGs, to ensure that areas not covered by task 
group work were not overlooked.  This could in a more attractive and readable format than the 
roadmap, be accessible to a wider audience and provide financial information. There were 
again some concerns about the resource implications of doing this, that need further JAES 
level discussion. 

 
13. The Lisbon document should guide the final structure of the partnership and it will be 

necessary to maintain a focus on all the four key areas.  
 
14. The synergies with other partnerships need to be considered. The role of the private sector 

was also discussed. While the partnership should incentivise participation, more discussion is 
needed to consider how the private sector should be involved in policy decisions. 

 
Possible focus areas  

 
15. There was broad support for a focus on disability as a cross cutting theme which had 

appeared as a gap in the roadmap and was currently not being addressed effectively at a 
regional or continental level. 

  
16. The AUC has a disability framework from which the partnership could draw out areas to add 

real value. The framework would be a strong starting position as it has already been adopted 
by the AU member states. The AUC would be happy to start identifying priority areas for short 
and medium term attention. Lefhoko Kesamang from the Social Affairs department is the key 
AUC lead within the AUC on disability issues. 
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17. MDG 5 (maternal health) remains off-track in every country in sub-Saharan Africa and is likely 

to be given a high profile at the MDG Summit.    It is therefore another potential area of focus 
for the partnership in 2010. 

 
18. Fresh approaches for addressing MDG5 and for strengthening the health sector more broadly 

were discussed. These included a focus on the ‘service provider approach’; task shifting to mid 
level providers; greater synergy with private providers and output-based aid voucher systems. 

 
19. Other potential focus areas raised included social protection coverage and the security of 

vulnerable groups; national strategy for disaster prevention and mitigation; human resourcing 
for health and employment. 

 
20. Further information on institutional innovations could be useful. Some areas discussed at the 

MDG experts meeting included: stronger social protection schemes; education trust funds for 
girls; greater recognition of women’s right to lead and a focus on increasing gender parity in 
parliament; the role of midwives; increased local innovation on water and sanitation; a need to 
establish micro-finance industries to support small scale programmes especially for the youth 
and women’s employment; and a need to examine innovative financing options. 

 
21. There was a call for further work on statistics, particularly the need for disaggregated data to 

improve monitoring. A stronger focus on statistics should not only cover the strengthening of 
systems for collecting data but also to increase the efficiency of the validation process for 
African statistics to be validated by the UN. 

 
22. Specific ideas for further action by the MDG Partnership on one or more of these issues will be 

circulated by the co-chairs. 

African MDG Experts Meeting feedback 

 
23. The African MDG experts meeting took place at the AU building in Addis Ababa on the 11-12 

March 2010. The meeting involved experts from all the AU member states, AU, AUC, the ECA 
and the UNDP. The group found that progress towards the MDGs remains slow on average, 
although there are both country and regional variations.  

 
24. Challenges to progress include a lack of reliable statistical data; a lack of adequate resources 

(both internally and externally); and conflict. Recent challenges to progress were presented by 
the food and fuel crises and the global financial crisis. 

 
25. Africa has made progress in areas of poverty reduction; primary enrolment; the empowerment 

of women; HIV/AIDS and other infectious diseases. However, in all cases there remain certain 
regional variations. Areas where little progress has been made include international 
partnerships and all the health related goals, particularly maternal and child health. 

 
26. While countries are making progress in scaling up resources and coming up with innovative 

ways of driving progress to wards the MDGs, it remains the case that all the MDGs will not be 
met throughout Africa by 2010.  

 
27. There is a need to further scale up resources; to come up with more innovative interventions to 

planning, policy coordination & sectoral interventions; and a need to strengthen national 
statistics agencies. The experts further emphasised the need for countries to prioritise the 
MDGs in development plans (PRSPs etc). 

 
28. Africa faces numerous challenges from the impact of climate change to resource mobilisation, 

for which Africa needs to look internally. Key focus areas include: food security; peace and 
Security; and ways to meet sector based budgetary commitments. 
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Joint Statement for Political dialogue Meeting, April 2010 
 
29. A Common African Position on the MDGs will be submitted to the African Ministers of Finance’ 

meeting at the end of March and presented to the UN MDG Summit. The EU is working on a 
package in the run up to the MDG Summit.  There is considerable common ground between 
the African and EU approaches. The partnership agreed to prepare a joint African – European 
Statement for endorsement by the Political Dialogue meeting in April. The UK agreed to draft 
an initial statement which would be circulated for continued discussion via email and then final 
agreement by the co-chairs.    

 

 

 

 

DRAFT 17 March 2010 
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Annex A - Attendees 
 

Name Organisation Role Email Phone 

Ambasador M. A. 
Smaoui 

Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Tunisia 
 

Director-General, Afrique@amilcar.tn   

Mark Mallalieu DFID, UK Head, Africa 
Directorate, 

m-mallalieu@dfid.gov.uk  +44 207 023 1060 

Yeo Dossina AUC MDG Coordinator dossinay@african-union.org   
Maria Low DFID, UK Results &International 

Partnerships Officer 
m-low@dfid.gov.uk  +44 207 023 1060 

Bridget Brown DFID, UK Reporting Officer b-brown@dfid.gov.uk  +44 207 023 0180 
Mohamed Mokdad Ministry of Public 

Health - Tunisia 
Department of Studies 
and Plenification 

Mohamde.mokdad@rns.tn +216 9834 0133 

Alcino Conceicao Ministry of Planning - 
Angola 

Studies macro analysis Alcimo19407@gmail.com  +244 9233 210 

Constancia Olim Dept. of Economic & 
Social Affairs – Angolan 
Embassy (Ethiopia) 

3rd Secretary Constanciaolim@yahoo.com.bh  +251 912 122 583 

Inken Denker GTZ / German 
Development Ministry 

Policy Advisor Inken.denker@mbz.bund.de  +49 228 535 3432 

Ralf Schröder German Embassy 
(Ethiopia)  

Policy Advisor wz-S2@addi.auswaertiges-amt.de  +251 910 103 401 

Marieke Boersma Light for the World 
(Disability & 
Development) 

Advisor on community 
based rehabilitation 

Marieke.boersma@gmail.com  +251 913 102 492 

Leonhard Moll Austrian Embassy 
(Ethiopia) 

Head of Development 
Cooperation  

Leonhard.moll@ada.gv.al  +251 911 402 975 

Jorge Gallego Lizon EU delegation to the 
AU 

Political Adviser Jorge.gallego-lizon@ec.europa.eu  +251 920 104 304 

Carl-Henrich Hall DG Development EC MDG Summit DG 
Devt/A/3 

Carl-henrik.hall@ec.euopa.eu  +32 2299 2771 

Moustapaha Magumu EU Delegation to the 
AU 

Health & SPS Advisor Moustapha.magumu@ec.europa.eu  +251 912 858 624 

Msafiri Marwa Tanzanian Embassy 
(Ethiopia) 

Economic Affairs 
Secretary 

marwajr@yahoo.com  +251 911 677 927 
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Name Organisation Role Email Phone 

Paolo Di 
Giandomenico 

Italian Embassy 
(Ethiopia) 

1st Secretary in charge 
of AU 

paolo.digiandomenico@esteri.it  +251 910 249 846 

Michele Boario Italian Cooperation Economic Advisor m.boario@itacaddis.org.et  +251 911 175 041 
Wouter Detanernier Belgian Embassy 

(Ethiopia) 
1st Secretary / Deputy 
HoM 

Wouter.detovernien@diplobel.fed.be  +251 911 255 653 

Karim Elkhashab Egyptian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

Dept. of International 
Cooperation 

Karim-elkhashab@gmail.com  +201 7641 4466 

Azanaw Tadesse Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (Ethiopia)  

A/ Director azanaw@gmail.com  +251 912 205 500 

Marie Rosine Itsana Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (Gabon) 

Chargee D’Etudes Mritsana@yahoo.fr  +241 0707 3338 

Tom Morgan European Parliament Administrator Tom.morgan@europarl.europa.eu  +322 283 1028 
Janet Byaruhanga AUC Health Officer Social 

Affairs 
byaruhangaj@africa-union.org  +251 913 118 479 

Gilbert K. Ngeno  Kenyan Embassy 
(Ethiopia) 

Secretary of Economic 
Affairs 

kipgil@yahoo.com  +251 910 081 084 

Benson Kimani Kenya Ministry of 
Planning 

   

M. Tomas Lubisse Embassy of 
Mozambique (Ethiopia)  

Ambassador   

E. Gouvenia Embassy of 
Mozambique (Ethiopia)  

1st Secretary oxygenia@yahoo.com  +251 911 216 902 

Janet Edeme AUC Senior Policy Officer 
for Agriculture & Food 
Security 

edemej@africa-union.org  +251 911 683 126 

El Allassane Baguia Cote D’Ivoire MDG / 
PRSP Office 

Programme Officer baguiael@yahoo.fr  +225 4737 5376 

Alaya Ouarme Unité de Coordination 
et de Suivi de la 
Politique Economique / 
MEF (Senegal) 

Monitoring & 
Evaluations expert 

ouarme@gmail.com  +212 775 423 3415 

Gabriel Branzaru Embassy of Romania 
(Ethiopia) 

Ambassador roembaddis@ethionet.et  +251 911 255 072 

Getachew Bekele Marie Stopes 
International  

Senior Regional 
Advisor 

Getachew.b2000@yahoo.com  +251 911 201 437 
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Kezysztcf Buzalski  Embassy of Poland 1st Secretary polemb@ethionet.et  +251 912 841 191 
Rocha Trindade Embassy of Portugal Counsellor Paulo.rochatrindade@gmail.com  +251 911 508 259 
Sodukpo-Afan E. 
Mawoussi 

Ministre de la 
Coopération, du 
Développement et de 
l'Aménagement du 
territoire (Togo) 

MDG Monitoring mawoussi2@yahoo.fr  +228 901 3781 

Abdul Ilal Spanish Embassy 
(Ethiopia)  

Senior Economic 
Adviser 

abdul.ilal@gmail.com  +251 910 101 327 

Wawa Dahab Josiane Pan African Parliament Deputy Clerk – 
Legislative Business 

wawa.josiane@panafricanparliament.org  +271 1545 5000  
Ext. 5068 

Lyn Chiwandamira Pan African Parliament Senior International 
Relations Officer 

lyn.chiwandamira@panafricanparliament.org  +271 1545 5081 /  
+277 2591 6588 

Tamala Andsen AUC - Gender Programme Officer andsent@african-union.org  +251 912 790 874 
Lefhoko Kesamang AUC - DSA Programme Officer kesameangl@african-union.org  +251 912 986 029 
Zaidi Zied Tunisia Embassy 

(Ethiopia) 
1st Secretary zaidizied@yahoo.fr  +251 912 130 118 

Ndinaye Charumbira AUC Fiscal Economist  ndinaye@yahoo.com  +251 912 140 201 

 


