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Why should Africa care  

about the Lisbon Treaty? 

1.! Reformed institutions likely to set (new) agenda for 

Africa-EU relations.  

 They provide institutional conditions to strengthen 

continent-to-continent relations.  

2.  An opportunity for a new era of Africa-EU 

cooperation on the global stage.  



Reformed institutions –  

to set (new) agenda for Africa-EU relations.  

Opportunities for Africa? 

•! Africa has political interlocutor with consistent EU 
agenda.  

•! Strengthened delegations allow for more political 
dialogue in Africa.  

•! EU wants stronger strategic partnerships. Role for the 

JAES. 

•! Closer link between EU foreign and development policy. 



Reformed institutions –  

to set (new) agenda for Africa-EU relations.  

Risks for Africa? 

•! Securitisation of development policy? 

–! Focus on European security interests 

•! Piracy, anti-terrorism, migration… 

•! Nationalisation of European foreign policy or 

Europeanisation of national foreign policy?  



Institutional conditions to 

strengthen Africa-EU relations. 

Opportunities for Africa?  

•! treating Africa as one  

•! ONE Africa Directorate in the EEAS 

•! Directorate Development/ 

 Neighbourhood still partly 

 responsible for allocation  

 and programming  

Source: Atlantic-Community.org 



Institutional conditions to 

strengthen Africa-EU relations. 

Risks? 

•! Turf wars between ‘political’ EEAS and 

‘developmental’ Development Directorate 

•! Roles and responsibilities of EEAS and the 

Development Directorate not yet very clear  

•! Financing instruments do not reflect Africa as 

one yet 



A more coherent EU agenda:  

Also on trade? 

•! Trade remains outside the EEAS. 

•! European Parliament to be more involved in 

negotiations of international trade agreements. 
–! opportunity for Africa to find allies? 

–! risk of new conditionalities (labour standards, 
environmental standards etc.) 

•! Lisbon hardly any implications for EPA 

negotiations.  



Wanted: Partners for the EU-

desired place on the global stage.  

Opportunities for Africa & the EU: 

•! EU desired role at the UN, in IFIs, on climate change (…) 

– Realisation that Africa is a key strategic partner? 

•! Cooperation so far focuses on African challenges.  

 Time to consider cooperation on  

     issues of global concern. 

Risks for Africa & the EU: 

•! Lack of internal agreement within  

 EU and AU. No global progress. 

Source: NRC Handelsblad 



In a transitional phase… 

Pre-Lisbon Spanish 

Presidency 

(Jan-June ‘10) 

Belgian 

Presidency 

(July-Dec ‘10) 

EEAS  

(January 

2011?) 

Representation 

at JAES 

Troikas 

Troika (previous, 

current, future 
Presidency) 

EEAS EEAS EEAS 

Representation 

at Heads of 

States summits 

Presidency Spain/ 

President of the 
European Council/ 

European 
Commission 

President of the 

European Council/ 
European 

Commission 

President of 

the European 
Council /

European 
Commission 

EU 

Representation 

at country-level  

Presidency (some 

exceptions) 

Spain/EU 

Delegation in most 
countries, some 

exceptions 

EU Delegation except 

in: Gambia (UK), 
Comores (FR), 

Equatorial Guinea (FR), 
Libya (BE), Seychelles 
(UK) 

EU Delegation 

with exceptions 
(see previous 

column)  

EU 

Representation 

at the UN 

Head of EU 

Delegation/ 
Presidency 

Head of EU 

Delegation/ 
Permanent 

Representative 
Spain on behalf of 

HR/VP 

Head of EU 

Delegation/Permanent 
Representative 

Belgium on behalf of 
HR/VP 

Continues until 

solution is 
found 



Wanted: Partners for the global 

stage. (Defence) 
Lisbon: More EU tasks including peace-making and post-

conflict stabilisation (missions), conflict prevention. 

Opportunities for Africa? 

•! Continued support to AU missions. 

•! Continued support to initiatives like AMANI Africa. 

•! More joint CSDP missions. 

Risks for Africa? 

•! Pressure to support EU  

 piracy/anti-terrorism policy. 

•! Too much financial emphasis on peace and security. 
Source: 

Foreign 
Policy 



So…why should Africa care? 
What could more political Africa-EU 

relations entail? 

1.! Reformed institutions set agenda for Africa-EU relations 

= Political partner, role for the JAES. 

 Provide institutional conditions to strengthen continent-

to-continent relations = Africa as one possible.  

2.! EU will need partners for its desired role on the global 
stage = Mutual benefits through addressing issues of 

global concern. 


