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Structure of presentation 
I.  A short introduction to ECDPM 
II.  A rapidly changing global landscape 
III.  A changing development scene  

beyond Aid 
IV.  Where do the EU and Africa fit in this 

picture? 
V.  The Lisbon Treaty: a more coherent 

and stronger  EU External Action? 



I. What is the ECDPM?  
•  Independent foundation created in 

1986 
•  General aim: to improve relations and 

cooperation between the European 
Union and the ACP and Africa in 
particular 

•  Current capacity: staff + 50; 15 
nationalities; offices in Maastricht (NL) 
and Brussels (B) 

•  Funding: Flexible core funding by some 
10 middle-sized EU member states   



Roles & Specificity of 
ECDPM’s  approach 

•  Non partisan facilitation of dialogue between 
EU and Africa  

•  Applied and practical research and analysis 
•  Strategic partnerships with African official 

(including AUC) and CSO institutions  
•  Sounding board of concerns and expectations 

of Africa in the EU 
•  Long term investment in strategic key policy 

processes of ACP/Africa-EU cooperation 
(trade/EPAs, JAES, governance, development 
policy, Post Lisbon implications for EU’s 
external relations,…)  



II. A rapidly changing 
global landscape (1) 

•  Economic and financial crisis 
•  USA and EU more affected than Asia, 

LA, Africa 
•  New players: China, India, Brasil,..  
•  New global agenda and 

interdependence : climate, migration, 
food security, nuclear threats, 
terrorism… 



II. A rapidly changing 
global landscape (2)  

•  Centres of global influence are 
changing (e.g. G-2 Copenhagen US-
China) 

•  Renewal  and reform of global 
governance system (G-20 with 
increasing role BRICs) 



•  Beyond aid and MDGs 
•  ODA 0,7% GNP is not sufficient 
•  Aid budgets under pressure= more 

emphasis on domestic resource 
mobilisation  and innovative  sources 
of funding 

•  Focus on coherence of policies 
affecting developing countries  

III. A changing 
development scene   



IV. Where do the EU and Africa fit in 
this picture? 

EU AFRICA 
 25% of global GDP 
 20% global trade 
 60% ODA 
 2 out of 5 members in 
UN Security Council 
 4 members + EC in 
G-8 
 4 + EC members in 
G-20 
 32% of IMF voting 
rights 

 2% of  global GDP 
 3% of global trade 
 0% ODA 
 0 members 

  0 members 

 1 member (South 
Africa) 
 2% 



 The EU an attractive role 
model… 

•  Worldwide  model for regional 
integration  

•  Value driven actor (principles of 
peace, human rights, democracy 
solidarity, poverty alleviation etc) 



…BUT… is the EU able to play 
its global role? 

•  Soft and normative power rather than 
political or military power = weak leverage 

•  Problem of credibility: double standards and 
inconsistencies (contradiction between self-
interest and value driven discourse) 

•  Institutional fragmentation= slow decision 
making and implementation  

•  lack of real influence on world scene 
because ‘too many Europeans and too 
little Europe’ (G-8 and G-20) 





V. The Lisbon Treaty (1)  Key 
objectives  

•  Value driven agenda 
•  Strengthening EU profile &visibility  

in the world 
•  Strengthening coherence among 

various policy areas 
•  Better complementarity between 

EU institutions and member states  



V. The Lisbon Treaty (2) New 
institutions and changing roles 

•  President EU Council: H. Van Rompuy  
•  High Representative for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy: Catherine Ashton + 
European External Action Service  

•  New role European Parliament: more 
co-decision powers + consent on trade 
agreements 

•  Reduced role rotating Presidencies  
•  Reinforced Role EU Delegations 



The Lisbon Treaty (3) :  Where 
does Development fit?  

•  Stronger development objectives on 
paper  

•  primary focus on poverty eradication: 
  objective of all elements of external action 
  reflected in overall EU values 

•  Commitment to policy coherence  
•  Shared competence between EU and 

member states  
•  EU & member states  should complement 

each other  



The Lisbon Treaty (4) :  
Implications for Africa-EU relations 

and the JAES?  

•  Potential for more harmonisation of EU 
member states and EU actions 

•  Treating Africa as one 
•  New types of EU actors to engage with 

(Role EU President in Summit, High 
Representative replacing role of 
Presidencies and Troika’s) 

•  More clarity about EU’s real interests in 
Africa? 



Ashton: ‘for British Foreign Policy, 
please dial 1... for French foreign 

policy please dial 2…’  
(The Economist) 



Key Guiding questions for 
debate 

•  What place and importance will the EU 
give  to its partnership with Africa in 
the Post-Lisbon context?   

•  Will the EU increasingly speak with 
one voice and will policy coherence be 
enhanced? 

•  Will development have enough 
leverage  vis-à-vis other EU foreign 
policy concerns? 

•  What will be the implications for the 
JAES and the Cotonou Agreement? 



Thank you for your attention… 

For more information on  
ECDPM’s work on Africa-EU relations  

www.ecdpm.org 


