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Overview 
 
The AEEP is a long-term framework for structured political dialogue and cooperation between 
Africa and the EU on energy issues of strategic importance, reflecting African and European needs. 
Through the Partnership, Africa and Europe will work together to develop a shared vision and 
common policy answers, and to stimulate specific actions that address the energy challenges of the 
21st century.  
 
The first Ministerial High Level Meeting of the AEEP held on 14 September 2010 in Vienna, 
Austria3, agreed on political targets to be achieved by 2020. The implementation of these targets is 
the joint responsibility of Africa and the EU. The monitoring of implementation of the targets will 
be undertaken by the Joint Experts Group (JEG) which brings together the African and EU 
Implementing Teams and their co-chairs. The Implementing Teams comprise of the AUC, EC, 
interested African countries and EU member states, African Regional Economic Communities 
(RECs), Power Pools and specialized institutions. The details of implementation will be agreed by 
the JEG during the AEEP 2nd Action Plan (2011-2013). 
 
The Expected Results of the 2nd Action Plan will contribute to the achievement of the AEEP targets 
for 2020. At the end of the 2011-2013 period these outcomes will allow the monitoring of progress 
towards the realisation of the political targets. 
 
 
I. Overall objective 
 
The overall objective of the AEEP is improved access to reliable, secure, affordable, cost-effective, 
climate friendly and sustainable energy services for both continents, with a special focus on 
achieving the MDGs in Africa. 
 
In order to achieve its Overall Objective, the AEEP will focus its efforts on concrete, realistic, 
visible targets, to be attained by 2020, as agreed by the Ministerial High Level Meeting held in 
Vienna on 14-15 September 2010. Action will contribute to the realisation of existing national, 
regional and continental energy objectives and strategies in Africa, and will take into account the 
necessary social and environmental standards. 

                                                 
3  The HLM of the AEEP brought together over 300 participants, including ministers, 

ambassadors and other high-level decision-makers from 21 European and 23 African 
countries, and commissioners from the AU and the EU, as well as academics, business leaders 
and members of civil society from across Africa and Europe. 
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II. Specific Initiatives 
 
Priority 1: Energy Access 
Activities 

1. Continue to implement 64 projects in 34 African countries under the first ACP-EU Energy 
Facility, benefiting more than 6 million people, with a total budget of !400 million, 
including a contribution of !180 million from the EC. 

2. Start to implement 60 energy access projects in 35 African countries under the second ACP-
EU Energy Facility with a total EC contribution of around ! 180 million 

3. Further implement and expand bi-lateral energy access initiatives and projects such as the 
Dutch-German Energising Development (EnDev) programme. 

4. Create adequate political and regulatory frameworks to achieve regional and national energy 
access goals. 

5. Develop innovative, sustainable financial schemes to implement access to energy 
programmes in Africa; and assist African countries to reform their electricity tariff systems 
ultimately aiming for cost-recovery. 

6. Support the creation and/or operationalization of rural electrification funds and other 
African energy funds contributing to access. 

7. Develop biomass energy strategies, covering all forms of biomass, including for improved 
traditional cooking, as well as the sustainable production of modern solid, liquid and 
gaseous fuels. 

8. Support efforts to make energy programmes gender sensitive, taking into account the 
preponderant role of African women in producing and consuming energy.  

9. Support sharing of best practices and peer-learning from countries with high levels of 
energy access through African institutions and networks in the energy sector. 

 
Expected Results 
Increased access to modern and sustainable energy services in Africa, focusing on sustainable 
models: to provide energy for basic services (health, education, water, communication); to 
power productive activities; and to provide safe and sustainable energy services to households. 
 
This result is a contribution to the AEEP Political Target for 2020 to bring access to modern 
and sustainable energy services to at least an additional 100 million Africans, focusing on 
sustainable models: to provide energy for basic services (health, education, water, 
communication); to power productive activities; and to provide safe and sustainable energy 
services to households. 
 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 
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Priority 2: Energy Security 
 
Activities 

1. Support regional energy master plans, policies and strategies on access, electricity and 
regional infrastructure through the “Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa” 
(PIDA). 

2. Further implement regional interconnection projects agreed and ongoing under the EU-
Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund and other instruments that strengthen African regional 
power pools. 

3. Support priority projects on electricity and gas interconnection infrastructure of regional 
power pools and RECs that will be jointly agreed and selected according to criteria of 
bankability and contribution to energy access to meet the 2020 political targets. 

4. Support and promote the implementation of the “Hydro 2020 Initiative” aiming at 
increasing the production capacity, interconnections and energy trade. 

 
Expected Results 
Increased capacity of cross border electricity interconnections, both within Africa and between 
Africa and Europe, thus increasing trade in electricity while ensuring adequate levels of 
generation capacity. 
 
Increased use of natural gas in Africa, as well as African gas exports to Europe, by building 
natural gas infrastructure, notably to bring currently flared gas to market.  
 
These results are a contribution to the AEEP Political Targets for 2020 to double the capacity 
of cross border electricity interconnections, both within Africa and between Africa and Europe, 
thus increasing trade in electricity while ensuring adequate levels of generation capacity; 
double the use of natural gas in Africa, as well as doubling African gas exports to Europe, by 
building natural gas infrastructure, notably to bring currently flared gas to market.  
 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 
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Priority 3: Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
 
Activities 

1. Develop subsequent phases of the Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme 
(RECP) and support management, coordination and monitoring of the start-up phase. 

2. Implement support to renewable energy policies and development of markets. 

3. Support capacity development for project preparation and mobilization of financing. 

4. Promote renewable energy applied research, development and technology transfer. 

5. Support existing and new regional centers for renewable energy and energy efficiency to aid 
in formulating and disseminating policies promoting renewable energy and energy 
efficiency and to provide a platform for the regional exchange on policy issues and 
technological questions. 

6. Further the creation and support existing funds or facilities to strengthen the role of small 
and medium-sized enterprises, and to stimulate the market for decentralized, renewable 
energy 

7. Develop joint approaches to support and facilitate implementation of regional and 
continental priority projects jointly agreed on renewable energy (in hydropower, solar and 
geothermal).  

8. Develop a programme on increasing energy efficiency in the electricity systems (supply and 
demand sides) and support existing regional energy efficiency initiatives such as SAPPs 
“demand-side management virtual power station”. 

 
Expected Results 
Increased use of renewable energy in Africa: by building new and/or rehabilitating existing 
hydro-power, wind power and solar energy facilities and other renewable facilities, such as 
geothermal and modern biomass. 
 
Improved energy efficiency in Africa in all sectors, starting with the electricity sector, in 
support of Africa's continental, regional and sectoral targets. 
 
These results are a contribution to the AEEP Political Targets for 2020 to increase the use of 
renewable energy in Africa: by building 10 000 MW of new hydro-power facilities;  by building 
at least 5 000 MW of wind power; 500 MW for all forms of solar energy; and by tripling the 
capacity of other renewables, such as geothermal, and modern biomass improve energy 
efficiency in Africa in all sectors, starting with the electricity sector, in support of Africa's 
continental, regional and sectoral targets. 
 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 
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Priority 4:  Institutional Capacity Building 

1. Strengthen existing and launch new capacity building initiatives and activities for national, 
regional and continental institutions in Africa with a focus on coordination, information 
systems, databases, planning, standardisation, innovative financing mechanisms to leverage 
local and international finance. 

2. Intensify efforts to facilitate cooperation among African and European private sector 
investors, with particular focus on attracting European and international investment to 
Africa.  

3. Intensify cooperation with research institutions and civil society in order to improve their 
ability to engage in energy issues. 

4. Develop a distributed AEEP Monitoring and Evaluation tool. The tool will have a double 
purpose: retrospective, to measure the impact of AEEP efforts in view of realizing our 
common targets; prospective, to benefit from experience gained in order to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of public intervention in the energy sector. The efforts to 
monitor AEEP activities will focus on access to energy for basic needs, for social services 
and for productive activities. 

 
Expected Results 
Improved institutional capacity for national, regional and continental institutions in Africa 
(RECs, regional power pools, specialized institutions, etc.) on coordination, information 
systems, databases, planning and standardization 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 

 

Priority 5: Scaling up Investment 

1. Support regulatory reforms and good governance in the energy sector to provide for an 
enabling environment. 

2. Mobilize internal resources for increased access to services, e.g. by making utilities more 
effective and efficient. 

3. Focus on using available public resources to attract private capital for energy access 
activities. 

4. Support public and private investment in grid and off grid power. 

5. Support efforts to better identify barriers for project financing, and to make 
recommendations on how best to mobilize private and public resources for investment in the 
energy sector. 

 
Expected Results 
Increased investment in the energy sector (public and private). 
 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 
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Priority 6: Dialogue 

 
1. Africa and the EU will strengthen dialogue at multiple levels on energy issues of mutual 

interest, including research institutions, the private sector and civil society.  
2. Specific events - including broad representation of the private sector, civil society and 

research institutions – will be organised on key issues of the AEEP: 
• Continental and intercontinental infrastructure: a tool for energy security;  
• Governance of the energy sector: a tool to achieve universal access;  
• Renewable energy and energy efficiency: keys to access and energy security. 

 
Expected Results 
 
On the basis of the monitored results of the Action Plan the above-mentioned targets will be 
reviewed and updated, also in the light of new political developments and joint agreements. 
 
Actors: African countries and EU member states, RECs, RPPs, AUC, EC, as well as civil 
society, private sector and research institutions of both continents. 
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