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Introduction 
 
The Thirteenth meeting of the Joint Africa-EU Task Force (JTF) was held on 19 October 
2011 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The opening plenary session was co-chaired on the AU side 
by Dr. Rene Kouassi, Director of Economic Affairs of the African Union Commission and on 
the EU side by Amb. Koen Vervaeke, Head of EU Delegation to the African Union. The 
meeting was also attended by senior officials of the two Commissions and the EEAS, as well 
as co-chairs of the Joint Expert Groups (JEGs) and representatives of Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs). 
  
Opening session 
 
The Co-chairs welcomed the participants and stated that the Africa-EU Partnership remains a 
solid platform to improve the political and policy dialogue between Africa and the EU, to 
expand our cooperation into new areas of mutual interest "beyond development", and to 
involve actors such as the key implementing partners such as the RECs, EIB, African 
Development Bank, NPCA, UNECA etc. as well as key stakeholders such as the private 
sector, parliaments, local authorities and civil society from both sides.  
 
As regards the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, the Co-chairs, while noting that some progress had 
been achieved, albeit uneven across partnerships, acknowledged that some challenges 
continue to hamper the pace of implementation and stressed the need for collective action to 
address them. They emphasised the need to look at the current functioning of the structures 
and working arrangements, ensure an evaluation of progress made in all partnerships, and to 
reflect on ways to improve their effectiveness. It was suggested to follow a dual track 
approach whereby: i) changes would be introduced to the working arrangements of the 
partnerships; and ii) a longer term strategy would be developed to address structural 
challenges beyond the Brussels Summit in 2013 so that both Africa and EU can reap the full 
benefits of this strategic partnership. 
 
In this context, the Co-chairs highlighted the urgency to explore all possible avenues, 
including existing and new instruments, to support the implementation of the JAES Action 
Plan and ensure more concrete results.  
 
Plenary session 
 
The plenary discussions focused on possible solutions to the JAES implementation 
challenges, including: 
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 The annual planning of JAES related meetings to ensure the participation of all key actors. 
 

 The meeting noted progress in particular in those partnerships which are closely aligned with 
African institutional architectures. In this respect, it was suggested to linking JEGs, including 
their functioning and composition, to African political and implementation mechanisms. 

 
 In line with the 2011-2013 JAES Action Plan, the meeting acknowledged the important role 

that sectoral Ministerial meetings could play in better linking technical discussions with the 
political decisions. 

 
 The set-up of a technical support mechanism: The plenary discussed the forthcoming 

establishment of a flexible and demand-driven support mechanism, which will aim at 
improving the implementation of the JAES Action Plan and contribute to the achievement of 
concrete results. This Mechanism will provide technical, operational and administrative 
support to the thematic partnerships as well as cross-cutting issues such as communication and 
outreach activities including the JAES-website, and improve the follow-up and reporting of 
the Action Plan. The relatively small JAES-SM will not be able to finance the operational core 
activities of the Action Plan, but will support the effective functioning of the implementation 
architecture and the participation of key actors. 
 

 The creation of a Pan-African programme within the framework of the next EU multi-
annual financial perspectives 2014-2020: This proposal by the European Commission will be 
officially submitted to budgetary authorities, i.e. EU Member States and the European 
Parliament, on December 7th 2011, and will be followed by trilateral negotiations to finalize 
the post-2014 EU budget. In this context, there was an exchange of views on the African 
proposal for the creation of an African Integration Facility and its possible implication on 
existing bilateral cooperation arrangements at national and regional level. The debate on 
alternative sources of financing in line with the African Union decision at the Malabo Summit 
was also raised. The meeting noted that some critical issues still need to be further clarified if 
such a Pan-African programme were to be created. However, some guiding principles can 
already be retained, notably the need to deliver added-value and results, the cross-regional, 
continental or inter-continental dimension and the principle of subsidiarity.  
 

 Financing the 2nd Action Plan: In the short run, the financing of the 2nd Action Plan will 
continue to rely on existing instruments. In this context, the ongoing Mid-Term Review of the 
Regional Indicative Programmes of the European Development Fund offers a major 
opportunity. The ongoing review should allow for reinforcing synergies between regional and 
continental levels of cooperation. All actors involved, notably the RECs, are encouraged to 
work together to identify activities from the Action Plan, which would be best implemented at 
regional level, mainly through the Regional Indicative Programmes. The ENPI and EDF Intra-
ACP programmes should also take into account of such initiatives. The African side will take 
up the issue of financing at the coordination meetings with the Regional Economic 
Communities.  
 

 Communication: The two Commissions also presented the new JAES Communication 
strategy to the Joint Task Force. The new Communication Strategy should enable better 
outreach to key stakeholders including African and EU member States, share information and 
ensure a people-centered partnership as envisaged in the Joint Strategy. Participants were 
invited to send their comments on the strategy (please see annex) to enrich it. 

 
A bilateral meeting between the AUC and EEAS addressed legal issues, including Universal 
Jurisdiction, the ICC and the Hissène Habré case. 
 
The next meeting of the Joint Task Force will be taking place in mid-March 2012 in Brussels.
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Africa EU Joint Task Force Meeting 

19 October 2011, Addis Ababa 
 
 
African Union and European Commission Institutional cooperation 
 
I. Participants 

African Union Commission: Rekia Mahamoudou, Linus S Chata, Mesfin Tessema, Sandra 
Kawana, Peterson Thuo Kariithi 

EU: Joan Nadal Sastre, Daniele Dotto, Willy Hoebeeck, Sunil Beersing, Eleni Mylona, Piotr 
Pomorski, Marie Panou  

II. Outcomes  

1) Progress Review 
 

Organisation of the annual EC-UN-AUC tripartite seminars 

The seminar took place in Nairobi around the topic "Effective management of public 
organisations under conditions of limited resource allocations: experience from the ongoing 
global economic crisis and its impact on multi-lateral organisations". 
In this framework two workshops were organised on : 
 

1. Administration, Operations and Human Resource Management with particular focus 
on staff recruitment and selection; the use of mobility; outsourcing; and practices in 
logistics management. 

2. Budgeting, Resource Mobilization and Financial Management with particular focus on 
cost-effective systems and methods of budgeting, allocations, monitoring, evaluation 
and expenditure control 

The tripartite seminar was considered as a successful by EC, AUC and the UN. 
 

Exchanges of documents 

o EC  formally gave a copy of Dolores software, a document management tool, to the 
AUC together with the related training materials; 

o the AUC requested the EC to peer review two documents on IT security and recruitment 
and selection projects. Both our colleagues from IT/ security and EPSO gave their 
inputs. 

 

Exchange of officials: 

Since the last JTF two AUC officials from the Internal Audit Department came to the EC 
Internal Audit Service for short-term missions. 

 
 
2) Follow up actions 
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A. Secondment of 2 EC experts to Addis 
Regarding financial management, it was suggested to second EC experts to Addis in order to 
support some areas in the framework of AU institutional transformation process (ITP).  Both 
DG BUDG and IAS could second one official, each for a period of about 1 week in 
November and December 2011(with the possibility of further follow-up missions in 2012). 
AUC agreed with this planning and will send in the coming days an official invitation to 
Willy Hoebeeck (DG BUDG), Sunil Beersing (IAS). The main issues of those missions will 
be : 

- international accounting standards;  

- internal control systems;  

- internal audit system.  
 

B. Staff Exchange Programmes 
EC informs the AUC that some reorganisation in the daily management of this program will 
be done. 

It was mentioned that the Department for Programming. Budgeting, Finance and Accounting 
(PBFA) of the AUC has not benefited so far from the staff exchange programs. Thus it was 
agreed that EC will nominate one focal person to work with PBFA to look into possible areas 
for the exchange program in 2012 
 

C. Follow up of the C2C meeting and actions to undertake 
During the last C2C meetings EC and AUC agreed on 5 main issues in terms of 
administrative cooperation: 

1. Secondment of two EC experts to Addis (see above). 

2. In terms of translation and conference services, Vice-Chairperson Mwencha mentioned 
the challenges that the AUC faces regarding documentation flows, translation and proper 
preparations and management of meetings. Regarding this issue, EC raised the necessity 
for the AUC to acquire the ORACLE license as a basis for the continuation of the 
cooperation between EC and AUC conference services. This acquisition will not be done 
because the AUC opted for an in-house development. 

3. In the context of IT security and cyber attacks, EC and the AUC are convinced that they 
can foster an effective collaboration between our Institutions in the following domains: 

 Mutual warnings in case of cyber attacks where AUC or EU Commission are 
involved (either as source or target of the attack); 

 Exchange of best practices methodologies, forensic tools,... on malware analysis and 
fight against cyber attacks; 

 Identification of official contact points in case of emergency. 
In the coming weeks EC will send the names of its focal points. Madame Rekia Tidjani 
Alou will be the focal point for the AUC. 

4. E-recruitment is a major challenge for the AUC. This is the reason why EC confirmed that 
its staff is ready to receive AUC experts to exchange expertise based on a detailed 
programming by AUC. The AUC has developed a webside for e-recruitment and EC is 
ready to give its input based on its expertise. 
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5. In the context of internal communication, EC confirmed the possibility to send an official 
of DG HR for two weeks to work with Habiba Mejri-Cheikh and her team on the website 
and other issues related to internal communication. Habiba Mejri-Cheikh suggested 
organising this exchange in November. The AUC will send a description of the mission. 

 

D. Annual AU/EC/UN tripartite seminar in 2012 
EC, the AUC and the UN agreed that the seminar would take place on the 29th of March in 
Belgium. The UN chiefs of administration officers (CAO) will also be present.  

In the coming week, EC will inform AUC (and UN) about the main issues and the practical 
aspects of the seminar. 

In order to finalize preparations of the seminar, technical experts from the three institutions 
shall regularly meet via VC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 | P a g e  
 

Peace and Security 
 
The meeting of the Africa-EU Joint Experts Group was held on 18 October 2011, at the AU 
headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The meeting which was co-chaired by the AU and 
EU, was attended by members of the JEG from Africa and EU, and representatives from the 
following Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and Regional Mechanisms for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution (RMs): Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-
SAD), Common Market for East and Southern Africa (COMESA), East African Community 
(EAC), Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), 
Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), the Eastern Africa Standby Force 
Coordinating Mechanism (EASFCOM) and the North Africa Regional Capability (NARC). 

 
The meeting discussed the three priority areas of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, Partnership on 
Peace and Security, namely Political Dialogue, Operationalization of the African Peace and 
Security Architecture (APSA), and funding for African-led Peace Support Operations (PSOs). 

 
A. Political Dialogue 
 
Under the Political Dialogue, the meeting received a briefing on the developments in 
Northern Africa, particularly in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya.  
 
The meeting acknowledged the existing concerns related to the situation of migrant workers 
in Libya, the re-integration of those returning to their countries of origin as well as the 
proliferation of weapons.  A planned Pledging Conference will be convened by the AU very 
soon to develop a strategy in support of neighbouring countries. The EU is ready to work 
together with the AU in order to bring its contributions towards the stabilization of Libya and 
the Sahel-Saharan region, on the basis of the partnership and African ownership. 
 
The meeting also emphasized the need for sustained economic and financial support to 
facilitate the ongoing transitions in North Africa.  The AU and the EU should intensify their 
dialogue in this respect and identify concrete actions to be jointly undertaken.  
 
On Terrorism in the Sahel Region, the meeting stressed again the importance of continued 
and close cooperation between the AU and the EU in fighting this phenomenon, especially 
with regard to the new threats posed by the proliferation of weapons. It noted the ongoing 
efforts by the countries of the region and the AU to effectively address the problems in the 
region, in particular, the scourge of terrorism, within the framework of the relevant AU 
decisions, instruments and strategies. In this regard, the meeting was informed of the 
importance and promising results of the conference of the countries of region held in Algiers 
on 7 – 8 September 2011 with extra partners, including the EU, and welcomed this outcome 
 
Also in this context, the EU presented the key elements of its Strategy for Security and 
Development in the Sahel. The EU will formally brief the AU PSC on this Strategy at the 
beginning of next year, as part of the consultations with the AU.   
 
On Sudan and South Sudan, the meeting was informed on the ongoing efforts by the AU 
High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) to address issues pertaining to the relations 
between the two states, including the resolution of the Abyei crisis, finalization of post-
secession arrangements, promotion of security along the border and Darfur. The AU 
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underlined the need for continued political and financial support to the work of the AUHIP. 
The EU confirmed its continued support for the work of the AUHIP and other initiatives in 
the two countries.  
 
B. Operationalization of the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) 
 
The meeting was informed of the APSA assessment study that was undertaken by the AU in 
conjunction with the RECs/RMs and the EU from July to October 2010, and subsequent 
efforts that led to the development of an exhaustive Roadmap outlining the steps to be taken 
for the full operationalization of the ASF. This Roadmap covers the period 2011-2013, and 
includes an Action Plan, which implementation is being supported inter-alia by a 40 million 
euro Support Programme financed by the African Peace Facility, as well as bilateral 
contributions. The meeting underlined the need for close monitoring of the implementation 
process and enhance coordination among all stakeholders under the guidance of the AU 

 
C. The political framework and perspectives for predictable and sustainable 

funding for Africa-led Peace Support Operations (PSOs) 
 
The meeting was informed of the decision adopted by the AU Peace and Security Council 
(PSC) and the subsequent resolution of the UN Security Council in September on the 
extension of AMISOM mandate and the UN Support package to the Mission. The meeting 
welcomed the progress made on the ground as well as the results achieved in the political 
process.  
 
The meeting agreed on the need for continued support to AMISOM to enable it effectively to 
discharge its mandate. The AU requested the EU to provide continued financial support to 
AMISOM. The EU referred to the need to enlarge the group of contributors as the support 
provided through the African Peace Facility is not sustainable in the future at current level. 
 
On MICOPAX, the meeting was informed of the ongoing consultations on the program of 
activities of the mission for 2012, bearing in mind that its mandate is coming to an end in 
2013.  The meeting welcomed the close cooperation between the AU, EU and ECCAS in 
supporting MICOPAX.   
 
On Lord Resistance Army (LRA), the meeting exchanged views on the ongoing efforts 
towards the implementation of the AU-led regional initiative against the LRA. Both the AU 
and the EU agreed to continue discussing modalities for further EU support to this initiative.  
 
 
 
Democratic Governance and Human Rights 
 
The 5th informal Joint Expert Group meeting of the Democratic Governance and Human 
Rights partnership took place on 29-30 September 2011 in Brussels, Belgium. The meeting 
was attended (by members of the iJEG) more than 50 participants, including African and EU 
Member States, African Union and European Commission representatives, AU 
representatives in NY, members of AU ECOSOC and EU Civil Society. 
 
With 2012 being the AU year of Shared Values and the current changes taking place in the 
African continent and within the EU, the iJEG has represented an important opportunity to 
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give a real push to the Africa-EU dialogue and cooperation in the areas of Democratic 
Governance and Human Rights. 
 
The meeting was co-chaired by Egypt, Chair of the African Implementation Team, and 
Germany and Portugal, Co-Chairs of the EU Implementation Team. After the opening 
remarks made by the Co-Chairs, the iJEG discussed and consensually adopted a roadmap for 
2011-2012, underlining the key activities, lead actors, financial resources and the state of play 
for the implementation of the Action Plan. 
 
The roadmap identified some activities in the three priority areas of the partnership, including: 
 

Priority 1: “Enhanced Dialogue and cooperation at the global level and in international 
fora” 
 
a.  Joint Platform for Dialogue on Democratic Governance and Human Rights 

 Working Group on the Governance of Natural Resources, Including in Conflict 
and Post Conflict Situations 

 Working Group on Freedom of Expression, including media 
 

b. AU-EU Human Rights Dialogue: The next institutional dialogue will be taking place 
in November 

c. Cooperation in International Fora: The iJEG agreed to work closely with AU and EU 
representations in Geneva on concerning on the convening of a workshop on fighting 
racism in the margins of the Human Rights Council. The meeting also agreed to 
enhance contacts in New York between the African and European Groups to 
facilitate the exchange of positions on priorities ahead of the next session of the 
UNGA 3rd Committee 

d. Cross Partnership Dialogue: close collaboration with the Migration partnership will 
be sought 
 

Priority 2: “Cooperation in the Area of Governance Initiatives” 
 

a. Support to the African Governance Architecture (AGA), including the African Charter 
on Democracy, Election and Governance 

 
b. APRM :Support to the APRM secretariat and implementation of National Plans of 

Actions 
 
c. Elections: training will be organized for capacity building in the area of electoral 
observation 

 
 

Priority 3: Strengthen Cooperation in the Area of Cultural Goods and Other Areas of 
Cultural Cooperation 

 
a. Update on ongoing initiatives: 
 

1. Finalize inventory on cooperation in the area of cultural goods 
 

2.   Art at work Visionary Africa Travelling Exhibition 
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b. Activities towards the implementation of agreed activities: The iJEG noted the 

lack of expertise to move forward activities in this area and agreed to use as a 
basis the working group model to ensure that the necessary technical expertise 
will be mobilized by both sides to ensure the timely implementation of the 
projects agreed upon and listed in the roadmap. 
 

The full list of activities (DGHR implementation roadmap 2011-2012) is annexed to the 
iJEG report and will be available on the joint website.These activities demonstrate progress 
made in this partnership on issues that are politically important and have been considered in 
the past as being difficult issues to be addressed in an Africa-EU forum. 
 
The next iJEG meeting will take place in Geneva to ensure better synergies with the Africa-
EU cooperation in international fora. Date and place will be communicated in due course. 
 
 
Trade and Regional Integration 
 

1. The co-chair regret that for the second time a formal Joint Expert Group meeting 
could not take place. Participation included officials from South Africa, ECCAS, 
Africa Union Commission (Departments of Agriculture, Trade and Industry, 
Economic Affairs), UNIDO and European Commission (Delegation, Agriculture, 
SANCO, Market, Development and Cooperation). The first participation of ECCAS, 
UNIDO and EC DG Agriculture is particularly welcome. The absence of most AU 
Member States and Regional Economic Communities, EU Member States and other 
donors is particularly regretted. The EU co-chair suggested to associate as far as 
possible ad hoc JEG or working groups meetings with the planned meetings of AU 
thematic experts groups preparing relevant ministerial or Summits meetings. 
 

2. The meeting reviewed the state of play in each of the seven priority areas of the P3 
Action Plan 2011-2013, namely regional integration, agriculture, including SPS,  
industry, customs and trade facilitation, raw materials, investment and statistics, 
covering about 50 ongoing or envisaged actions. Discussions focused on next steps, 
division of work and the financial coverage and updating or identifying areas for 
implementation in 2012 and 2013. 

 
3. The detailed operational conclusions are included in a roadmap currently being 

updated. 
 

4. The meeting was informed on the preparation of the next AU Summit that will deal 
with intra-African trade.  This will include finalising four documents (an 
issues/strategy paper, an action plan for the short, medium and long term, an 
evaluation and monitoring mechanism and an architecture for trade for Africa) and ad 
hoc events: 
 A retreat in November with RECs, international partners, NGOs, resource persons 

and possibly ECDPM 
 An Africa Trade Forum in November, co-organised with UNECA 
 The AU Trade Ministers Conference in Accra end November. 
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The strategy is expected to go beyond the objectives of the current Minimum 
Integration Programme and to fast track the construction of a continental Free Trade 
Area, building on the Tripartite initiative 
 
The EC representatives offered to share relevant documents and possibly attend 
preparatory meetings if invited, which was accepted. 
 

5.  The main items discussed for the first time within the partnership include the 
implementation of the African Agribusiness and Agro-industry Development Initiative 
(3ADI), the Accelerated Industrial Development for Africa (AIDA) and the support 
for Investment Promotion Agencies; the launch of an AUC study on a model 
investment code based on best practices; the preparation of the 2012 ministerial 
conference on industrial cooperation in Africa and the policy dialogue on small and 
medium enterprises; cooperation on organic farming ad geographical indications; the 
possible cooperation with EuroGeo Services on geological sciences, including for high 
level training and  computerised mapping of concerned countries or regions; the 
launch of a study on existing EU-Africa agreements, for which  South Africa offered 
to draft terms of reference; the expected adoption of EU legislation on country by 
country reporting by companies exploiting mining or forestry resources in developing 
countries (transparency directive). 
 

6. The following on-going activities are particularly underlined: the ongoing 
implementation of the ten point action plan on internal market policies; the ToRs of a 
feasibility study on the creation of an African Integration Fund submitted by AUC, 
following the COMAI V conference in September 2011; the nine areas on customs 
and trade facilitation challenges (AUC submitted in June 2011 five concept notes), for 
which it was agreed to consider the consolidation within a framework initiative for 
customs cooperation.    

 
7. The meeting noted the difficulties mentioned in relation to AUC budgeting 

procedures, including for example the preparation for the Summit as the theme was 
decided after the 2011 budget had been adopted. Therefore, financial support was 
missing for the preparatory studies or meetings. 

 
 
Climate Change and Environment 
 
A coordination meeting between the African and European co-chairs of the partnership, AUC, 
FAO (for 1st item) and the European Commission, provided the following update on the 
partnership activities: 
 
 Outcome of Great Green Wall Steering Committee meeting, AA, 26-27/9 launching EU 

project to support AUC (13 African countries covered in total with FAO) (see separate 
summary). 

 Durban/Joint Declaration – cannot discuss this in this group, needs for EU and African 
Group of Negotiators to meet and agree. Meeting in of UNFCCC in Panama for one week, 
starting this w/e.  

 Biodiversity Conference for African States, March 2012, AA or Nairobi (with DG ENV 
funding as discussed at this am VC's) to present outcomes and recommendation of the 
TEEB study (The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity) to African States. 
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Discussions on-going with UNEP, AUC, EUAU, DG ENV & UNEP to prepare 
conference & ensure synergy with Natural Resources Accounting Initiative of the AUC. 

 Disaster Risk Reduction– proposal for €70M to support African strategy implementation 
in DEVCO Intra-ACP unit's hands. Dialogue with AUC, EUAU, DEVCO, ECHO, 
UNiSDR& WFP. 

 Rio + 20: agreed on need to work together to prepare for the next landmark: June 2012 
Rio de Janeiro Global Conference on Sustainable development and Green growth.  
 

Next JEG may take place either in the margin of Durban or in early 2012, in order to benefit 
from Durban outcomes and progress on various concrete Partnership Action plan initiatives 
e.g. GGW, AMESD & DRR. 
 
Science and Technology 
 
On the 10th and 11th of October 2011 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, research policy leaders from 
the African Union and the European Union and their respective executive Commissions met 
to prepare a policy agenda for extended cooperation in Science, Technology and Innovation 
between Africa and Europe.  
 
The adoption of the Lisbon Partnership in December 2007, with science and technology as a 
priority focus, boosted scientific cooperation between the two continents. Since then, the 
European Commission and the African Union Commission have together made substantial 
progress towards the identification of a broad range of scientific projects and initiatives. 
These have helped reinforce the African science and technology base and its research systems 
both in terms of production and use of knowledge and of institutional capacity in science 
and technology policy.  
 
African participation in the European Framework Programme for Research and Technological 
Development has been increasing in recent years. To date, the direct budgetary contribution to 
African participants is approximately €120 million and the amount of European cooperation 
in science and technology with Africa, which makes this continent the preferred partner of 
FP7. 
 
In order to maintain this momentum and to further consolidate the scientific cooperation 
between the two continents, the African Union and European Union agreed to set-up a High 
Level Policy Dialogue on Science, Technology and Innovation which engages them to 
enhance and drive forward cooperation between the two continents. Proposed by the EU 
during the AMCOST meeting in Cairo in March 2010 and consequently backed by the 
African Ministers of Science, this agreement was jointly endorsed by the Africa-EU Joint 
Summit of Tripoli in November 2010. In June 2011 Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinn and 
Commissioner Ezin agreed to launch the first Senior Officials’ Meeting of this dialogue at 
the African Union Headquarters in Addis Ababa.   
 
Held at the level of Directors General and Permanent Secretaries from the EU and African 
science and technology Ministries, the meeting included, amongst others, interventions from: 
 

 Jean-Pierre Ezin, Commissioner for Human Resources, Science and Technology, 
African Union Commission  

 Robert-Jan Smits, Director-General for Research and Innovation, European 
Commission  
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 KoenVervaeke, Ambassador of the European Union to the African Union  
 Maged Al-Sherbiny, President of the Egyptian Scientific Research and Technology 

Academy, and S&T Vice Minister, AMCOST Chair 
 Phil Mjwara, Director General of the Department of Science and Technology, South 

Africa  
 Pascoal Mocumbi, High Representative of the European and Developing Countries 

Clinical Trials Partnership 
 
Conclusions: The high-level dialogue (SOM) adopted its future ToR and agreed to set up a 
working party to study financial mechanisms for possible actions which it might decide in 
the future. The financial mechanisms will be studied by the Joint EU-Africa bureau (previous 
Task Force), which has also been charged to undertake a mapping of existing EU-Africa STI 
initiatives with the view to reinforcing successful models and identifying potential gaps. The 
mandate of the bureau was clarified in the Terms of References of the SOM.Both Co-chairs 
were present and agreed in principle to hold a JEG in Africa in December. The SOM intends 
to further strengthen the STI bi-regional. The principle of a 2nd SOM has been agreed upon, 
with an attempt to have it by the end of 2012. The 2nd SOM will prepare the work for an 
Africa-EU Ministerial meeting, for the results of the latter to be taken to the next Africa-EU 
Joint Summit end of 2013. The next Joint Expert Group meeting of partnership 8 should take 
place in Africa in December (TBC). 
 
 
On Information Society: The introduction of the concept of the ICT Living Labs during a 
workshop in Botswana in May. The next discussion on this subject will take place on 14-15 
November in Cape Town. 
 
In mid September a number of meetings took place in Addis on the Telecom component of 
PIDA and on the regulatory reform of the telecom sector, which aims at creating a level 
playing field for new entrants.  
 
On Space Technology: a Troika meeting between the AUC and the European Commission 
took place, following the College-to-College meeting of June 1st.  This Space Troika 
concentrated on: 

o Reviving the  GMES & Africa Process for Earth Observation; 
o The creation of the African Space Agency; 
o The establishing of the Space Node of the pan-African University. 

 
A follow-up to this Space Troika is foreseen for 1-2 December. 
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Annex 1 – Draft JAES Communication Plan 
 
 
The following document is a draft Communication Plan for 2012. It presents in an informal 
way the actions the Commissions have planned, and possible activities to be undertaken by 
the EEAS. It is a work-in-progress document. 
 
1. Background 
The third Africa-EU Summit, held in Tripoli in November 2010, reconfirmed the Joint Africa-
EU Strategy (JAES) as the strategic policy framework for Africa-EU relations, and adopted 
the Action Plan for its implementation for 2011-2013, focusing on 8 thematic priority areas: 
 

 Peace and Security 
 Democratic Governance and Human Rights 
 Trade, Regional Integration and Infrastructure 
 Millennium Development Goals 
 Energy 
 Climate Change and Environment 
 Migration, Mobility and Employment 
 Science, Information Society and Space 

 
Important progress has been made in the implementation of the first Action Plan in the period 
2008-2010, as well as in reaching the political objectives of the strategic partnership. Africa 
and Europe have broadened their political and policy dialogue and expanded their cooperation 
beyond traditional development issues. They have also consolidated the architecture of this 
Partnership that links two continents.  
 
The Africa-EU Summit on 29/30 November 2010 and the JAES Action Plan 2011-2013 have 
movedEU-Africa relations to a new level. The key issue in the coming months and years will 
be to underpin the ambitious political agenda with a stronger involvement of all stakeholders 
and with the adequate resources, and to deliver more concrete and tangible results for the 
citizens of both continents. This will also require an appropriate Communications Plan. 
 
2. Goal of the Communication Plan 
The overall aim of this communication plan is to increase the visibility of the Africa-EU 
dialogue by raising awareness and building knowledge about the Joint Africa-EU Strategy 
amongst the defined target groups and to underline the EU's and AU's contributions to the 
implementation of the Africa-EU Partnership. 
 
3. Target groups 

 Internal audience 
Europe Africa  

European Union African Union 
European Commission 
DG DEVCO 

DGs involved in the 8 thematic partnerships 

African Union Commission  
Partnership Unit to the bureau of the 
Chairperson Person  
AU Presidency 

Directorates concerned 
EEAS 
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EU Delegations in Africa in particular EU 
delegations to the AU and to the RECs capitals 
and to international organisations. 

HoD, Ho. Pol Sec. Ho Coop. P&iO.  

AU Delegations in Africa and to IO. 

European co-chairs and members of  EU 
Implementation Teams 

African co-chairs and members of AU ITs 

Members of Steering Group support mechanism/ Follow-up Ctte. 
 

 
 Stakeholder audience  

Europe Africa 
European Member States 

Ministries, national development agencies, 
etc. 

African Member States 
Ministries, agencies, etc. 

Other EU institutions OtherAfrican  institutions 
European Parliament Pan African Parliament 
Council of the EU Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
Committee of the Regions Agencies 
European Economic and Social Committee  ECOSOCC 
EIB African development bank 

International organizations 
World Bank 
IMF 
UN: Agencies and bodies 
UNECA, UNDP, UNICEF, UNHCR, etc. 

Other Stakeholders 
Civil SocietyOrganisations 
EU Civil societysteeringgroup 

Civil SocietyOrganisations 
African Civil societysteeringgroup 

Private sector representatives 
European think tanks African think tanks 
 
 

 External Audience (through multipliers) 
From both sides 

Interested citizens at large through Media 
Academia 

Networks and relays 
 

Breaking down the potential audience of communication activities into three main targeted 
groups allows defining more precise objectives. 

 
4. Objectives 

 Internal audience recognise and promote the strategy as a main point of reference for 
EU-Africa relations, commit to its implementation and attract key stakeholders. 

 Stakeholder audience recognise the strategy as a main point of reference for EU-
Africa relations, participate tothe informal joint expert groups (iJEGs) and thematic 
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working groups and regularly attract potential new experts to participate and enrich 
the iJEGs.   

 External audience learn about the continent-to continent relationship between Africa 
and Europe, become aware of the potential and achievements of the Joint Africa-EU 
Strategy and its eight thematic partnerships and multiply messages. 

 
5. Messages 
KEY MESSAGE:  
EU and Africa have shared interests. Win-win situations exist and need to be better 
exploited. The Joint Africa-EU Strategy brings both continents together, on equal footing to 
promote sustainable development, growth and jobs as well as totackle common and 
global challenges. 
 
SUB-MESSAGES PER AUDIENCE:  
 

 Internal audience 
The Joint Africa-EU Strategy is the main political framework of the relations between Africa 
and Europe. 

 The JAES enables Africa and the EU to strengthen their relations and 
cooperation on key areas, includingnew promising ones, to create 
sustainable growth and jobs such as green energies and protection of the 
environment, Science & Technology cooperation and Information and 
Communication Technologies, governance, mobility and employment, etc. 

 The JAES is an inclusive partnership. Implementation of its Action Plan 
requires active involvement and resources of ALL partners from the 
two continents: European and African Commissions, Member States of 
the EU and AU, Regional Economic Communities, Parliaments, private 
sector, civil society, local authorities and media.   

 
 The EU- Africa partnership is the most promising framework for cooperation. 

Promote its added value and results. 
 

 Stakeholder audience 
Working through the Joint Africa-EU Strategy is the best way for you to strengthen relations 
between the two continents and develop new areas of cooperation, as it provides for the 
foremost developed and inclusive framework of dialogue at continent level.  

 The JAES is a wide network of actors involved in Africa - EU 
relations and looking for strengthening relations and cooperation. All 
partners from the two continents (European and African 
Commissions, Member States of the EU and AU, Regional Economic 
Communities, Parliaments, private sector, civil society, local authorities 
and media) can and should be actively involved in the implementation 
of the JAES Action Plan.  

 The JAES enables Africa and the EU to work together on key areas, 
including on new promising areas to create sustainable growth and 
jobs such as green energies and protection of the environment, Science 
& Technology cooperation and Information and Communication 
Technologies, governance, mobility and employment, etc. 

 
 Join the partnership and benefit from networking/ advocacy opportunities 
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 External Audience 

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy brings benefits to people on both side of the Mediterranean 
Sea on areas of mutual interest.  
 

 Create links between citizens on both side of the Mediterranean 
 Europe and Africa can have a stronger voice together and more 

influence in solving global issues. 
 

 The partnership brings benefits to you. 
 
Indicative Action Plan  
Given the above mentioned targets, and the objectives and messages per target, the following 
action plan should be implemented by both communication teams (EU and AU), at HQ and 
field level.  
 
It should be noted that the action plan includes, at this stage, only general initiatives, aiming 
to promote the overall EU-Africa strategy to the above identified audiences. Specific (per 
partnership) initiatives could be developed at a later stage, depending on opportunities and 
priorities. Some common guidelines could also be envisaged. Activities handled by 
stakeholders in the framework of the JAES second action plan, including by Member States 
should be labelled as JAES activities. 
 
Over the next 3 years, it is foreseen that an amount of 600 000€ will be budgeted to support 
outreach events from the JAES Support Mechanism. For 2012, 200 000 euros will be secured.  


